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Monday, June 1
334 Depot St.
Lexington, MS

662-834-3378
(Former Russell’s Drug Store)

* NEW DELIVERY SERVICE *
NOW AVAILABLE!

We are the only 
Preferred MEDICARE

Provider in the 
City of Lexington

CAN’T BEAT 
OUR PRICES!

RELOCATINGRELOCATING

Mississippi Today
Once it identifies exactly 

how many millions of fed-
eral dollars Mississippi mis-
used within its welfare pro-
gram over the last several 
years, the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices will require the state to 
use its own funds to replace 
them.

A state audit conducted on 
behalf of the federal govern-
ment and published in early 
May officially questioned 
$94 million in Mississippi 
Department of Human Ser-
vices spending mostly from 
the Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families program, 
including many purchases 
the auditor called absurd. 
Other purchases may have 
helped needy families but 
the auditor could not obtain 
documentation to discern 
whether they were legal ex-
penditures.

The audit only examined 
spending in fiscal year 2019 
and any earlier purchases the 
office may have identified in 
the course of the audit, such 
as though a contract that 
spanned multiple years. Offi-
cials have not determined the 
number of dollars that were 
misspent or stolen.

In early February, the audi-
tor’s office arrested six peo-
ple connected to the scheme, 
in which they allege former 

Feds: Mississippi must replace all misspent 
or stolen welfare money with state funds

Mississippi Community Education Center’s downtown Jackson office, branded as 
Families First, was funded with millions of welfare dollars but filled its food pantry 
with donated food and on the day of the nonprofit founder’s arrest, the shelves were 
lined almost exclusively with canned corn and green beans.     
                (Photo by Mississippi Today)

agency employees and offi-
cers from an educational ser-
vices nonprofit embezzled 
more than $4.15 million. The 
investigation, which now in-
cludes the FBI, is ongoing.

“There are several ongoing 
federal and state investiga-
tions, which will likely mean 
a lengthy process before we 
can make our determination; 
however, we are eager to 
come to a final penalty reso-
lution and ensure that the 

state replaces any misused 
federal TANF funds with its 
own state funds,” the federal 
agency said in a statement to 
Mississippi Today.

Allocating its own money 
to the welfare program will 
be a new exercise for the 
state, which is among the 
most reliant on federal dol-
lars to perform services for 
its people.

Mississippi receives $86.5 
million federal dollars each 

year from the TANF block 
grant program; the fund-
ing hasn’t increased since 
its creation in 1996. States 
must spend a certain num-
ber of state dollars, about 
$21.7 million in Mississippi 
in 2018, to draw down the 
funds.

Mississippi does not his-
torically spend separate state 
funds for TANF-specific 

programs for its grant match, 
but reports its existing in-
vestment in college scholar-
ships — which go more of-
ten to middle class families 
— as a TANF expense.

Mississippi Department of 
Human Services has com-
missioned a more thorough 
forensic audit to determine 
where it misspent every dol-
lar. In order to replace the 
funds, the department said 
it will issue demand letters 
to recoup the property and 
funds from the improper re-
cipients, primarily the non-
profit at the center of the 
scheme, Mississippi Com-
munity Education Center, 
and another nonprofit Fam-
ily Resource Center of North 
Mississippi. “If we’re still 
not able to recoup at that 
time, we will pursue all legal 
options available to us,” Hu-
man Services spokesperson 
Danny Blanton said in an 
email.

The following is the full 
statement from the U.S. 
Health and Human Services’ 
Administration for Children 
and Families’ communica-
tion office to Mississippi To-
day:

“We are aware that the 
Mississippi state audit has 
identified extensive fraudu-
lent activity conducted by 
the programs designed to 
serve its most vulnerable cit-
izens.  It is critical that feder-
al TANF funds are only used 
for allowable program costs 

intended to provide services 
to disadvantaged families.  

The next step for the De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services is to determine 
the amount of the fraudulent 
and misused federal funds by 
the state program.  This will 
allow HHS to proceed to the 
subsequent process of im-
posing a penalty against the 
state of Mississippi for mis-
use of TANF funds. 

There are several ongoing 
federal and state investiga-
tions, which will likely mean 
a lengthy process before we 
can make our determination; 
however, we are eager to 
come to a final penalty reso-
lution and ensure that the 
state replaces any misused 
federal TANF funds with its 
own state funds.  

While the specific audit 
concerned findings for 2019, 
any misuse of funds in prior 
years identified through in-
vestigations will also be the 
subject of penalty action.

We expect to work with 
the Mississippi Department 
of Human Services to help 
the state improve the way 
it oversees and monitors its 
program.  

Also, we use the audit 
process, as well as techni-
cal assistance to ensure that 
changes are in place to help 
prevent this sort of problem 
from happening in the future.  
This may involve additional 
monitoring if that proves 
necessary.”

Immediately, I am re-
minded of a book in the 
Bible. It is only one chap-
ter. It is the book of Jude. 

Its subject is concerning 
apostasy. For my purposes 
here, I am not as concerned 
with the purpose of the 
book as much as I am with 
how it starts. 

Jude writes this. “Dear 
friends, I had been eagerly 
planning to write to you 
about the salvation we all 
share. But now I find that 
I must write about some-
thing else.”

For me, I would say, 
“Dear friends, I had been 
eagerly planning to write to 
you about my hunting trip. 
But now I find I must write 
about racism. Yes racism. 
It seems, for too long, we 
hunters have lived on the 
fringes when it comes to 
this subject. Many of us 
say we are not racist, but 
we also know many are. 
And it feels like, because 
of what we have in com-
mon (guns and hunting), 

we have not been as vocal 
as we needed to be for our 
black neighbors – many 
who also like to hunt. 

Today is my day to take 
a stand. I am appalled by 
many of the recent inci-
dents I have watched and 
even witnessed. And it’s 
no longer good enough 
to only offer a mediocre 
gesture of support for the 
black community. For me 
there are two types of hunt-
ers and fishermen – racist 
and not-racist. These two 
groups should have very 
little they do together. It 
should be a dividing line. 
It should be one question, 
if not the first question to 
ask, before we stand side 
by side, in support, on any 
other issue. I will stand 
supporting my Second 
Amendment rights or my 
hunting rights with blacks, 
whites, gays, straights, city 
folk, rednecks, Republi-
cans, Democrats, Chris-
tians, Muslims, Hindus, 
Buddhists, Jews, atheists 
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and even criminals. But I 
will not stand beside some-
one who thinks their race 
was made in the image of 
God, but not another’s; and 
as a result, treats the other 
race inferior.  

If you are a hunter, a gun 
owner, and are a racist, I 
am NOT on your side. I 
am NOT in your frater-
nity. I am NOT one with 
you in anything. If you are 
a racist, it is impossible to 
believe in the God of the 
Bible - a God who claims 
to have made all people in 
His image. Those made in 
His image have the same 
sweat and blood.  I do not 
stand as a man of color; I 
stand as a man of image 
– God’s image. The same 
image he gave to every 
single human. I am not 
a part of the white race. 
I am a part of the human 
race. I stand against racial 
pride, arrogance, and hate. 
And just so you know, if 
the choice came between 
me standing with my gun 
or standing with my black 
brother against racism…… 
well, I’ll let you figure out 
where I’ll be. 

Enough is enough. Post 
it on your hunting lodge, 
on your truck, and talk 
about it often. Let every-
one know that just because 
you have a gun and camo, 
does not mean you’re on 
the same team.

gary@outdoortruths.org


