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Press Release
On Wednesday, May 20, 

Governor Tate Reeves an-
nounced Burl Cain as his 
appointment for the perma-
nent Commissioner of the 
Mississippi Department of 
Corrections (MDOC) and 
Judge Sean Tindell for Com-
missioner of the Mississippi 
Department of Public Safety 
(DPS). 

Following a months-long 
nationwide search for a quali-
fied leader to reform MDOC, 
Governor Reeves has selected 
one of the country’s most ex-
perienced, battle-tested lead-
ers. Having led reform efforts 
to transform the “Bloodiest 
Prison in America” into a 
place of hope, Burl Cain is 
a corrections giant who is 
uniquely qualified to ramp up 
reform efforts and rehabilita-
tion within MDOC.

“We took an important step 
forward to continue restoring 
the integrity of the Depart-
ment of Corrections. I am 
grateful to my fellow Mis-
sissippians who helped in 
this task to scour the nation 
for the right candidate,” said 
Governor Tate Reeves. “We 
need a strong, experienced 
leader that Mississippians can 
trust, and I believe that per-
son is Burl. I do not make this 
decision lightly. The safety 
and dignity of all within our 
system is at stake. Burl’s im-
pressive, decades-long career 
in corrections, leading prison 
facilities and ushering in pro-
gressive measures to improve 
conditions is exactly what 
we need. We still have a long 

Gov. Reeves announces appointments 
for MDOC and DPS Commissioners to 
ensure the safety of Mississippians

BURL CAIN

JUDGE SEAN TINDELL

road ahead of us, but Burl 
will lead MDOC in the right 
direction.”

“I promise to do a great job, 
to help the Department of 
Corrections, and to do the four 
components essential to have 
a good prison. That’s good 
food, good praying, good 
playing, and good medicine,” 
said Burl Cain. “We’re going 
to have those four compo-
nents, and that’s going to bal-
ance it out. I look forward to 
the challenges, I look forward 
to the job and lead Mississippi 
to have a great system. I thank 
you Governor for the faith and 
confidence to appoint me to 

Commissioner of the Depart-
ment of Corrections.”

Burl Cain, CCE recently 
retired from an extensive 40-
year career in the Louisiana 
Department of Corrections. 
He began his career in correc-
tions as Assistant Secretary of 
Agribusiness for the Louisiana 
Department of Corrections 
from 1976 to 1981. He served 
at the Senior Warden level for 
a total of 34 years, including 
4 years as Warden of Dixon 
Correctional Institute from 
1981 to 1995 and 20 years 
as the Warden of Louisiana 
State Penitentiary from 1995 
to 2015, Louisiana’s largest 
maximum-security prison. 
From 2007 to 2015, Cain also 
served as Regional Warden fo 
the Louisiana Department of 
Corrections, supervising the 
administration of 5 Louisiana 
prisons, including the Louisi-
ana Correctional Institute for 
Women.

Once known as the “Blood-
iest Prison in America,” 
Louisiana State Peniten-
tiary (LSP), under Cain’s 
leadership, became one of 
the safest, most secure, and 
progressive maximum secu-
rity prisons in the nation. LSP 
houses over 6,300 inmates 
with over 4,000 of these men 
serving life sentences for vio-
lent crimes.

At LSP, Cain founded and 
facilitated the Accredited 
Hospice Program and Bible 
College in conjunction with 
the New Orleans Baptist 
Theological Seminary. He 
also raised private funds to 
build 7 chapels for inmate 

use on the prison grounds. 
Cain worked with Awana to 
establish the Malachi Dad’s 
program as well, which re-
connects inmates with their 
children and trains them to 
become positive role mod-
els. Through these progres-
sive, rehabilitative programs, 
LSP’s violence rate dropped 
over 60%, and gang af-
filiation disappeared during 
Cain’s time as warden.

Cain currently serves as 
CEO and Founder of Global 
Prison Seminaries Founda-
tion, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that promotes a posi-
tive changing prison culture 
through theological educa-
tion programs in prisons 
throughout the United States 
and internationally.

Governor Reeves also an-
nounced his pick for the 
Commissioner of DPS to en-
sure the ongoing protection 
of the safety and well-being 
of all Mississippians.

“I have known Sean for 
many years and consider him 
a good friend and strong, ca-
pable leader. Having worked 
with him in the Senate, I 
know how dedicated he is to 
serving the people of Mis-
sissippi,” said Governor Tate 
Reeves. “From the Senate 
to the bench, Sean has spent 
many years fighting for the 
rights and safety of our peo-
ple. I am grateful to have 
him accept this task to lead 
DPS and protect the safety 
of all who call our great state 
home.”

“I look forward to the op-
portunity to continue to 

serve the State of Missis-
sippi as the next Commis-
sioner for the Department of 
Public Safety. The Depart-
ment of Public Safety has a 
storied history of excellence 
in our state, and I will work 
tirelessly to maintain and 
improve that history of ex-
cellence,” said Judge Sean 
Tindell. “I also look forward 
to working with the other 
branches of government to 
ensure the safety of not only 
the fine men and women 
who work at the Mississippi 
Department of Public Safety 
but also all Mississippians.”

Judge Sean J. Tindell cur-
rently serves on the Missis-
sippi Court of Appeals repre-
senting District 5, position 2 
since 2017. Previously, Judge 
Tindell served in the Missis-
sippi Senate, representing 
District 49, from 2012 until 
his appointment to the bench. 
He was Chair of the Sen-
ate Judiciary A Committee 
and Vice Chair of the Senate 
Tourism Committee. From 
2002 to 2007, he was an as-
sistant district attorney for 
the Second Circuit District of 
Harrison, Hancock and Stone 
counties. Judge Tindell en-
tered private practice in 2007, 
also serving as a prosecutor 
for the City of Biloxi and as 
city attorney for the City of 
Diamondhead.

Judge Tindell is the recipi-
ent of various awards and 
honors over the years for his 
work protecting the people of 
Mississippi, including 2016 
Law Enforcement Officers 
Association Legislator of the 
Year, 2016 Municipal Leg-

islator of the Year, and 2016 
MADD Legislator of the 
Year.

Judge Tindell earned Bach-
elor’s and Master’s degrees 
in Business Administration 
from the University of South-
ern Mississippi. He earned a 
Juris Doctorate in 2001 from 
Mississippi College School of 
Law, where he earned honors 
of American jurisprudence in 
counseling and negotiations 
and domestic relations. 

A native Mississippian, 
Judge Tindell grew up on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast. He is 
the son of Dora and the late 
Tom Harvey of Biloxi, and 
the late Sidney Tindell of Bi-
loxi. He and his wife Claire 
live in Gulfport with their four 
children, Sam, John Thomas, 
Meredith and Henry.

the Wicker report
By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker commends Class of 2020
This month, thousands of 

young people across Mis-
sissippi are celebrating their 
graduation from high school 
or college. Normally they 
would have the chance to 
gather for commencement, 
walk the stage, and throw 
their caps into the air in cel-
ebration. But the ongoing 
pandemic has meant a lot of 
folks are celebrating at home 
with family members.

I commend our most recent 
graduates on their academic 
achievement. They have 
worked to reach this mile-
stone and have earned the 
right to take a bow. The Class 
of 2020 represents a new de-
cade of graduates who will 
serve and lead our society 
long into the future. And we 
have a lot riding on their suc-
cess. We all stand to benefit 
from the contributions they 
will make as nurses, doctors, 
teachers, soldiers, business 
owners, and ministers. We 
also look to them as the future 

mentors, coaches, moms, and 
dads who will raise the next 
generation. These are worthy 
callings, and I believe the 
Class of 2020 is up for the 
challenge.

Schools Pivot to Meet
 Education Needs

As this year’s graduates 
begin a new chapter of life, 
many students who are still 
in school remain uncer-
tain about what the fall will 
bring. Parents, teachers, and 
school administrators are 
preparing for a school year 
that may look different from 
years past.

Classrooms at all levels 
have had to pivot toward 
online distance learning dur-
ing this crisis. Although not 
ideal, this mode of learning 
has enabled students to stay 
on track with their studies. 
Teachers are sending lessons 
by video, and students are 
becoming adept at using the 
technology involved. Such 
a technological feat would 

Our education system is adapting to the COVID-19 crisis

have been hard to imagine 
just 20 years ago.

Unfortunately, some 
schools lack the resources 
to take full advantage of this 
technology and adapt their 
operations. Congress re-
cently addressed this need by 
providing emergency K-12 
funding to states, including 
$170 million designated for 
Mississippi. Schools may use 
this money to purchase com-
puters, software, and internet 
access for their students, in 
addition to other measures to 
address health concerns.

Helping Students
Amid the Crisis

Congress has also worked 
to provide targeted relief 
for college students. Like 
other Americans forced out 
of work by this pandemic, 
many students have lost 
jobs that were helping them 
pay for school. These unem-
ployed students are eligible 
for the same benefits Con-
gress provided to all Ameri-
cans through the Paycheck 
Protection Program and 
expanded unemployment 
benefits. And for those who 
held a campus job through 
the Federal Work-Study Pro-

gram, Congress has allowed 
colleges to continue paying 
them if they lost their job 
because of the closures. We 
also provided over $6 billion 
in emergency cash grants to 
help students adjust to cam-
pus disruptions.

For other students who have 
had to drop out of school be-
cause of this crisis, Congress 
recently removed their obli-
gation to pay back federal aid 
money. We also made sure 
any classes they dropped 
will not count against their 
eligibility for future aid. And 
to give former students fi-
nancial breathing room, we 
suspended all federal student 
loan payment deadlines until 
September.

This crisis has not been 
kind to teachers and students. 
But the creativity they have 
shown in overcoming severe 
obstacles should be a source 
of pride for us all. As scien-
tists continue their work on 
a vaccine and testing equip-
ment that will enable us all 
to return to normal life, I re-
main committed to providing 
students and schools with the 
resources they need to perse-
vere through this pandemic.


