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Are the concrete chicken, 
big urn, and home-made 
toadstools in my garden an-
tiques, heirlooms, or just 
old? Not too many folks get 
bogged down in semantics, 
but there are sub-
tle differences in 
those terms.

Got an e-mail 
the other day 
from someone 
who was read-
ing a book about 
plant collecting 
and wanted to 
know the differ-
ence between 
heirloom and her-
itage roses. Got me thinking 
about stuff I have from now 
long-gone gardeners.

Granny, a country gal from 
the hills of central Mississip-
pi, was already old when she 
gave me a big, heavy wine-
colored urn to put in my gar-
den. It has ever since been 
a visual mainstay in half a 
dozen of my gardens, and 
currently holds down a cor-
ner of my “burgundy bed” 
of black cannas, bloodleaf 
Japanese maples and other 
reddish colored plants and 
flowers.   

Not long after Granny 
died, while others were div-
vying up her earthly posses-
sions, I helped myself to her 
weathered concrete chicken. 
It had been a wedding anni-
versary gift from my grand-
father because it was all he 

Is it heritage or heirloom? It’s both
could afford, and for as long 
as I could remember it stood 
sentinel over her summer 
zinnias. 

One winter day I had asked 
her why she was looking 

so wistfully out 
the window, and 
she replied that 
the old chicken, 
standing alone in 
a small circle of 
mulch save for a 
couple of clumps 
of monkey grass, 
reminded her of 
her zinnias. It was 
a heart/mind thing 
I’ll never forget.

Her garden club mother-
in-law hated the faded faux 
fowl, calling it tasteless, 
low-brow. 

At the time, I just tossed 
the tension off as two women 
with different tastes.

But years later while clean-
ing leaves from beneath my 
great-grandmother’s copse 
of ancient cedar trees, I un-
covered a small circle of 
crude concrete toadstools, 
long buried and forgot-
ten. Ironically, the only 
difference between it and 
Granny’s chicken was that 
one was mass produced 
and store-bought, the other 
homemade. 

I have them all in my gar-
den now. Since they were 
passed down from family, 
they are heirlooms, a word 
that originated from “inherit-

ed tools.” And because in the 
world of garden collectables 

anything over fifty years old 
is considered an antique, the 

Heirloom antiques conjure garden ancestors
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chicken and toadstools are 
antique heirlooms. 

Heritage, not to put too 
fine a point here, connotes 
a connection, be it historic, 
cultural or family. A modern 
object like a flag can repre-
sent heritage. 

So, regarding my e-mail-
er’s query, there’s no real 
difference between heritage 
and heirloom roses; they 
are just descriptive words to 
indicate memorable plants 
shared and passed around, 
usually over generations.

To throw in one more, the 
official term “old garden 
roses” refers to those which 
were grown, sometimes for 
centuries, before 1867 when 
La France, the first mod-
ern hybrid tea rose, was in-
troduced. So, The Fairy, a 
still-popular shrub rose from 
1932, is an antique, but not 
an OGR.

Had enough of this? Back 
to the chicken. All great gar-
dens, from Versailles and 
its hundreds of oversized 
naked statues, to my neigh-

bor’s small flowerbed with 
its little gnomes, have some 
sort of art or embellish-
ment to personalize them. 
Regardless of provenance, 
such hard features, includ-
ing birdbaths, urns, formal 
columns, benches and yes, 
even concrete chickens and 
toadstools, are important 
year-round accents that cre-
ate focal points to draw the 
eye and to bridge the sea-
sonal comings and goings of 
plants.   

Regardless of what anyone 
else thinks about them, to 
this day, when I look at the 
antique, heirloom chicken 
and toadstools, I see neither 
crafty nor tacky. I see sweet 
reminders of my ancestors 
playing in their gardens. 
What they represent is my 
garden heritage.

Felder Rushing is a Missis-
sippi author, columnist, and 
host of the “Gestalt Garden-
er” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions 
to rushingfelder@yahoo.
com.

Dear Editor,
I feel like this is a good 

time to do some spring 
cleaning around town. I see 
in the Liberty Garden they 
have cut the hedges. It would 
be nice if they could keep the 
Liberty Garden looking like 
it did back in the day.

This is what I’ve heard 
about the coronavirus test, 
you’ve got to pay for the test, 
$185.00, or it will be on your 
insurance. I was thinking 
that test was free. That is go-
ing to be a problem for some 
families.

This is my opinion about 
some of the businesses and 
nursing homes in Holmes 
County and Durant. In the 
nursing homes people are 
dieing like flies. They won’t 
give out the names of the 
nursing homes, the hot spots. 
I think the families should 
give out the name of any 
nursing home, whose loved 
one has passed away from 
the coronavirus. Some states 
are giving out the name of 
the hot spots and they are 
telling how the people are 
getting the coronavirus in 
the nursing homes. I think 
if they open up some of the 
businesses, it is going to be 
a relapse of the coronavirus 
like in Wuhan, China. I don’t 
think the coronavirus will be 
over this year.

In my opinion, if you open 
up a business and you are not 
following the state and city 
guidelines, someone might 
get the coronavirus from 
your business, You should 
pay their hospital bill. I un-
derstand some people need 
to go back to work. I am sure 
some are hitting a brick wall 
because they are not used to 
being at home all day. They 
don’t know what to do with 

themselves.
I think during this COV-

ID-19, all towns should have 
a food pantry. It should be 
more than a food pantry, you 
should be able to get clean-
ing supplies and hand sani-
tizers; because we all run out 
of food and money before 
the end of the month.

This is my opinion on who 
would want to be in Presi-
dent Trump’s shoes. It is hard 
and stressful being a presi-
dent or a leader at this time. 
I feel like the reporters go 
to the White House to pick 
a fight with the president. 
They ask him a question, he 
answers them, it may not be 
what they want to hear, then 
the fight is on. They take 
what he says and twists it. I 
could not be the president, I 
would not have any reporters 
at the White House. I would 
be thinking “They are disre-
specting me, this is where I 
live not you.”

I am praying for all work-
ers that are helping with the 
coronavirus. I read that some 
sanitation workers have the 
coronavirus. I try to do my 
part, I only put household 
garbage in my trash can. 
Some workers at the hospi-
tals, nursing homes and care 
givers in the homes, have 
COVID-19.

All of the truckers who are 
keeping America moving, 
should be able to use rest ar-
eas and truck stops. It would 
be good for the truckers that 
are going across America. I 
hope everyone will the coro-
navirus very serious. There 
are hot spots where people 
hang out, kids out in the 
street late in the evening. I 
don’t know where the police 
is. You call the station, no one 
answers the phone. They are 
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EDITOR
not coming when you have a 
complaint. I called to police 
station on a person, because 
my dad has Alzheimer’s. 
There are “no trespassing” 
signs on his house and coro-
navirus signs in his yard. I 
don’t want no one there, he 
is 85. This person is ignoring 
all of the signs. I don’t want 
my dad to get the coronavi-
rus because he could give it 
to me. My understanding is 
that you are not going to jail 
at this time. I think officers 
should come write the per-
son up and when this is over, 
the person should go to jail 
for a very long time. Others 
should be fined if they are 
not following the city and 
state guidelines.

This is my opinion on the 
hot spots, if the hospitals and 
nursing homes don’t want 
their place on the hot spot 
list, they should follow CDC 
guidelines or their own. The 
workers are the ones who are 
bringing the coronavirus to 
the nursing homes or other 
places. I think you should 
wash your hands more, wear 
gloves and change them 
when you have germs on 
them.

I read that Andy Gibson, 
agriculture commissioner, 
wants people to start raising 
gardens like they did back 
in World Wars I & II. I hope 
someone will have a fruit 
stand in Durant. Towns or the 
county could raise a garden. 
I would also hope someone 
would open up the drive-inn 
so we can buy hamburgers, 
hot dogs and ice cream.

Oh yes, I hope Durant 
workers or somebody would 
cut the vines off of the Du-
rant library. Cut the hedges 
back too. This is a good time 
to clean up around town and 
around your place. Right 
now it is not too hot and not 
too many insects.

Earlier in May, I was listen-
ing to the radio. The Holmes 
County superintendent was 
talking about all of the good 

stuff that is going on and 
will happen at the schools. 
There will be a food pan-
try for the parents, there are 
states sending money to the 
school. Also, there will be a 
documentary of the  schools 
in Holmes County. I am 
thinking the Holmes County 
schools are going to put the 
poorest county on the map.  

On May 10, I was listen-
ing to the radio again, what 
I heard, my mind could not 
wrap itself around. The su-
perintendent had gotten a 
heartless, shameful e-mail. 
The superintendent had a 
meeting with the school 
board president. The presi-
dent said he had changed 
his mind about putting the 
school bond on the ballot 
again. Holmes County needs 
roads and businesses. In my 
opinion, somebody or some 
groups are in control of the 
school board. They are tell-
ing the school board presi-
dent and members what to 
do or say. Somebody is call-
ing the shots, they don’t want 
Holmes’ schools to be one of 
the top schools in America. 
The story should be in the 
newspapers. The citizens of 
Holmes County and across 
America should know what 
is going on in the Holmes 
County School Board and 
with the superintendent. I 
want to know.

If you read my letters to 
the editor, I’ve been writ-
ing about getting good busi-
nesses in Holmes County for 
a long time. If everyone in 
Holmes County would fill 
out the 2020 U.S. Census, 
Holmes County could have 
roads, good schools and 
other businesses. Holmes 
County could use the $20 
billion. We need to fill out 
the census. 

I hope everyone will wear 
their masks, wash their 
hands and keep themselves 
and others safe around them.

Frances Patterson
Durant


