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NOTICE OF PROPOSED 
AD VALOREM TAX EFFORT

HOLMES COUNTY CONSOLIDATED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

The Holmes County Consolidated School District will 
hold a public hearing on its proposed school district bud-
get for fiscal year 2020-2021 on July 9th at 10:00 am at 
the Holmes County Consolidated School District Central 
Office, 313 Olive Street, Lexington, MS.  The Holmes 
County Consolidated School District is now operating 
with a projected total revenue budget of $23,002,684.  
Of that amount 27 percent or $6,142,342 of such rev-
enue is obtained through ad valorem taxes.   For next 
fiscal year, the proposed budget has total projected 
revenue of $22,299,723 of that amount, 29 percent or 
$6,388,036 is proposed to be financed through a total 
ad valorem tax levy.  
 
For the next fiscal year, the proposed increase in ad va-
lorem tax effort by Holmes County Consolidated School 
District may result in an increase in the ad valorem tax 
millage rate.  Ad valorem taxes are paid on homes, au-
tomobile tags, business fixtures and equipment, and 
rental real property.

Any citizen of the Holmes County Consolidated School 
District is invited to attend this public hearing on the pro-
posed ad valorem tax effort, and will be allowed to speak 
for a reasonable amount of time and offer tangible evi-
dence before any vote is taken.

/s/ James L. Henderson
Dr. James L. Henderson,
Superintendent of Education
Holmes County Consolidated School District
Lexington, MS 39095

*Central Holmes
(Continued from page 1.)
Members of the CHCS 

2020 graduating class re-
ceived their diplomas:

*Miranda Marie Ahner, 
Christyn Mykenzie Allen, 
**Morgan Lee Bigbee, **Al-
lison Ragan Brown, **Kaylon 
Hollie Cotton, **Steven Pearce 
Edwards, **Henley Clare 
Hester, **Wykece Ra’Kell 
Johnson, **Hannah Eliza-
beth Malone (valedictorian), 

Michael Cade McBride, 
Johnathan Harris McCaskill, 
Owen Underwood O’Bryant, 
**Bradley Jacob Robinson, 
William Robert Rogers, *Ki-
ara Nichelle Smith, Elijah 
Daniel Steen, Jacob Hill Sykes, 
**Samuel Pacey Thompson, 
James Mickell Windom II, 
**Jasmine Michelle Windom 
(salutatorian) and Donna Ni-
cole Winstead. *Denotes Hon-
or Graduates. **Denotes High 
Honor Graduates.

Press Release
The Mississippi Senate 

voted on Thursday, June 18, 
to dedicate $150 million from 
the federal Coronavirus Relief 
Fund to K-12 education needs 
amid COVID-19.  The goal is 
equipping every Mississippi 
student with a laptop or tablet 
and improving connectivity 
for distance learning.

With an overwhelming 51 
votes and dozens of co-spon-
sors, the Equity in Distance 
Learning Act, Senate Bill 
3044, cleared the floor and is 
headed to the House for con-
sideration.

“The pandemic shined a 
bright light on the significant 
technology gaps in our State, 

K-12 schools to receive $150M for 
distance learning under senate proposal
Licensure bill aimed at reducing teacher shortage sent to Governor

but our teachers and students 
made adjustments and rose 
to the challenge,” Lieutenant 
Governor Delbert Hosemann 
said.  “Under the leadership 
of Education Chairman Den-
nis DeBar, this legislation will 
help bridge the digital divide, 
secure devices and better 
connectivity for students and 
teachers, and launch teaching 
and learning in Mississippi 
into the future.”

Eligible expenses under 
the legislation include laptop 
computers and tablets; soft-
ware, including learning man-
agement systems; hotspots or 
other devices to increase con-
nectivity; security enhance-
ment; professional develop-

ment; or other items necessary 
to increase safety and health 
in classrooms.  The money, 
as the bill is currently written, 
would be distributed to school 
districts based on average dai-
ly attendance. 

School districts would have 
flexibility to spend the funds on 
unique needs in their districts 
within certain parameters. 

The legislation requires 
the development of distance 
learning, technology sustain-
ability, and responsible use 
policies.

To track Senate Bill 3044’s 
progress, visit: http://billsta-

tus.ls.state.ms.us/2020/pdf/
history/SB/SB3044.xml. 

The Mississippi Senate also 
sent a bill critical to ending the 
teacher shortage in the State to 
the Governor with unanimous 
support.

Senate Bill 2511, authored 
by Senator DeBar, would al-
low college students to en-
ter a School of Education if 
they have achieved a 21 ACT 
score, 3.0 grade point average 
on pre-major coursework, or 
a passing score on the Praxis 
Core, the test traditionally 
used in teacher certification 
programs. 

The law currently requires 
a 21 ACT score and 2.75 
grade point average in content 
coursework.

All of the Schools of Educa-

tion in Mississippi’s private 
and public universities and 
colleges across the State sup-
port the change, citing the 
21 ACT requirement as an 
obstacle blocking more than 
350 students from becoming 
teachers.

To track Senate Bill visit 
2511’s progress, visit: http://
billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/2020/
pdf/history/SB/SB2511.xml.  

To learn more about Lieu-
tenant Governor Delbert 
Hosemann, visit www.ltgov-
hosemann.ms.gov.


