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Lexington
BY LEONA (LENA) FIELDS
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Laura Beth Kolb
Taylor Burrell
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Howell & Heggie
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389 N. W. Depot St.
Durant

662-653-6441

There was an automobile 
accident up Highway 17 a 
few weeks ago. The four 
people were from Tchula. 
They had been to the vil-
lage. One lady got killed on 
the scene of the accident. 
The other lady got her leg 
broke. I heard the two men 
got scratched up. The lady 
that died had some children. 
Let’s pray that whoever takes 
her children will be good to 
them. I don’t have any infor-
mation on the driver of the 
other auto.

Jasmine Braxton is doing 
good. She went to her doc-
tor in Jackson last Thursday 
for a check-up. Her grandfa-
ther, Mr. Lee Wright, got the 
medicine he needed.

Keep praying for Goldia 
Landfair. She’s at home and 
says she feels a little bit bet-
ter. However, she is still sick. 
Her sickness has nothing to 
do with COVID-19.

Katie Horton, of Tchula, 
went to the hospital to have 
lab work done on Thursday, 
June 25. Her results were 
good.

Vinell Williams was funer-
alized Saturday, June 27.

Buy fresh vegetables and 
fruits at the Farmers’ Mar-
ket. This year the producers 
will be located at the red and 
white building (old gas sta-
tion) in front of BankPlus.

Let’s make sure we put out 
a red bow to show that we 
are praying for the coronavi-
rus to go away. According to 
the news it’s getting worse; 
so, Holmes Countians and all 
people everywhere, please 
wear a mask and gloves. 
Use sanitizer and wash your 
hands often.

Please be careful on the 
Fourth of July. Practice so-
cial distancing and don’t 
have large crowds at your 
barbeque.

Some of the people in and 
around Lexington are con-
cerned about the cleaners be-
ing closed. They need their 
clothes. If the cleaners are 
not in operation, the  lady 
needs to let people get their 

clothes back, clean or dirty. 
She could put a return date 
in the paper and on the radio.

Intended for 6-25-20
I should have put this in 

last week’s news:
Loverne Wright Parker’s 

niece was found dead in her 
house a few weeks ago. She 
lived in her father’s, Albert 
Wright (deceased), house on 
Wash Bailey Road/Sunny 
Mt. community.

Vinell Williams passed 
Thursday morning, June 
18. She was one of the lead 
singers for the William Sing-
ers. She was the sister of 
Rev. Robert Williams and 
the niece of Evangelist Cara 
Dixon Bridges. Keep the 
Williams family and the Dix-
on family uplifted in prayer.

“Happy Birthday” to 
Mrs. Mary Wesley and Mr. 
Coy Henderson. When we 
were having lunch at the 
multi-purpose building, 
they were two of my birth-
day pals.

“Happy Birthday” also 
goes out to Morris Morgan 
II. Mr. Henderson, Morris 
and I have the same birthday. 
We were born on June 26.

Masks sure can make peo-
ple look different. But thank 
God some people are wear-
ing them. On Monday, June 
15, I saw Mr. Edward Saf-
fold at the post office. In my 
mind, I kept saying “Looks 
like I don’t know that man.”  
He realized I didn’t quite 
recognize him. He spoke and 
said, “I am Edward Saffold.”

People in Holmes County, 
let’s do like Mr. Saffold and 
wear a mask. I wear one ev-
ery time I leave home. God 
bless the people that wear 
masks. It’s my prayer that 
He changes the minds of the 
hard headed people. Please 
wear masks and gloves to 
church.

Mrs. Goldia Landfair is 
sick and in severe pain. 
Please pray that she will soon 
feel better and be relieved of 
pain. Remember the Bible 
says, “The prayer of the righ-
teous availeth much.” 

What to do when the hy-
drangeas stop flowering by 
July?

I write a lot about the four-
generation family women 
who influenced 
my gardening 
approach, but 
haven’t given 
enough props to 
my dad’s mom, 
a prim garden 
club flower judge 
who instilled an 
appreciation for 
striving for ide-
als. Her books of 
blue ribbons were 
proof that attention to detail 

Yesterday, today and tomorrow shrub
and playing by group rules 
can pay off. 

But she also had some 
pretty unusual shrubs in 
her McComb garden, many 

of which used to 
be more widely 
grown but gradu-
ally fell out of 
favor. One thing 
she emphasized is 
that it’s good to 
have dependable 
summer flowering 
shrubs for when 
other plants were 
too hard to tend 
in our suffocating 

humidity. 
I was raised with many fa-

miliar ones, including shrub 
roses, crape myrtles, olean-
der, and uber-fragrant gar-
denias whose scent, drawn 
into Mam-maw’s stubbornly 
non-airconditioned house, 
would make us kids nearly 
swoon on sultry summer 

nights. Still turns me a bit 
green. 

She also had several dif-
ferent althaea, a below-zero 
hardy hibiscus often called 
rose of Sharon because it is 
native to the biblical Plains 
of Sharon. One was pure 
white with a splash of red, 
one was deep rose pink, and 
the other was lilac purple. 
We used to catch bumble-
bees in folded flowers.

As a child I learned that her 
Abelia was the go-to shrub 
for butterflies and humming-
birds; I don’t know of an-
other that has so many pol-
linators. Abelia has clusters 
of white or pink flowers and 
can be pruned hard to keep 
it in bounds (it flowers on 
new growth); it has several 
smaller hybrids with varie-
gated or golden leaves, and 
a Chinese species with much 
larger flower clusters. All are 
tough enough to grow unas-
sisted in cemeteries.

Her butterfly bush (Bud-
dleia) was as good an attrac-
tor as any, but I was taught 
to regularly break off faded 

flower stems to kick-start 
new flowering growth.

I wish highly-touted 
summer-flowering hydran-
geas lived up to their hype, 
but even Endless Sum-
mer, which flowers nearly 
all summer up north and in 
England, shuts down in the 
heat and drought of our tor-
rid summers; to get them to 
rebloom, water – a lot. Or 
grow in containers like most 
of us do Chinese hibiscus, 
where they get regular feed-
ing and watering.

Another great potted flow-
ering shrub in my grand-
mother’s South Mississippi 
garden was the old-fashioned 
but freeze-sensitive “yester-
day, today, and tomorrow” 
(Brunfelsia). Its flat flowers 
open as deep violet but grad-
ually fade over three days to 
lavender and then white, so 
it always has some of each. 
You can gamble on it in cen-
tral and north Mississippi by 
planting in light shade in a 
protected corner away from 
harsh winter winds. Ditto for 
the unusual red bottlebrush 

Rushing Grandmother’s yesterday, today, and tomorrow 
shrub.
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shrub which can freeze in the 
northern third of the state if 
we ever have a normal win-
ter.

Had it been available 
decades ago I’m sure my 
grandmother would have 
cherished a large shrubby 
Little Gem magnolia, which 
flowers nonstop up until a 
freeze in the fall. And I might 
have shared a rooted leaf pad 
from my summer-flowering 
prickly pear cactus; my fa-
vorite is a cold hardy thorn-
less species. 

Though not technically 
woody bushes, I still con-

sider large perennial lantanas 
and ornamental grasses as 
flowering shrubs. But even 
if those failed, I still have 
colorful glass bottle trees to 
give me summer shrub color.

Main thing is, my garden 
club grandmother proved 
that we can enjoy more than 
a double handful of depend-
able shrubs that flower into 
the Dog Days to keep spirits 
up - without having to actu-
ally go outside and fuss with 
them. 

Felder Rushing is a Mis-
sissippi author, columnist, 
and host of the “Gestalt Gar-
dener” on MPB Think Radio. 
Email gardening questions to 
rushingfelder@yahoo.com.


