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MDAC to Distribute Farmers
to Families Food Boxes at the
Mississippi State Fairgrounds

Press Release

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of Agriculture and
Commerce (MDAC) will
distribute 1,400 whole
produce boxes and 1,400
gallons of milk to the
public at the Mississippi
State Fairgrounds in Jack-
son, on Friday, July 10,
as part of the Farmers to
Families Food Box Pro-
gram.

“The Mississippi De-
partment of Agriculture
and Commerce is honored
to be a part of the Farm-
ers to Families Food Box
Program. The past several
months have been chal-
lenging for many fami-
lies, and distributing these
boxes is one way that we
can assist during this time
of need. This program
has delivered 27.5 mil-
lion food boxes across
the nation to families im-
pacted by COVID-19 and
is beneficial to farmers,
distributors and everyday
citizens,” said Agricul-
ture and Commerce Com-
missioner Andy Gipson.

Merchants FoodSer-
vice of Hattiesburg, Mis-
sissippi, will supply the
produce boxes and milk
Friday morning at the
Mississippi  State Fair-
grounds. The public can
begin arriving at 9:00
a.m. and must remain in
their vehicles with the
windows up. MDAC vol-
unteers will wear masks

and gloves at all times
and when instructed, the
public will be allowed to
open their car trunks for
placement of their food
box.

The United States De-
partment of Agricul-
ture (USDA) created the
Farmers to Families Food
Box Program under the
Coronavirus Food Assis-
tance Program (CFAP).
Through this, the USDA’s
Agricultural  Marketing
Service partners with na-
tional, regional and local
suppliers, whose work-
force has been signifi-
cantly impacted by the
closure of restaurants,
hotels and other food ser-
vice businesses, to pur-
chase up to $3 billion in
fresh produce, dairy and
meat products. Suppliers
then package these prod-
ucts into family-sized
boxes and transport them
to food banks, community
and faith-based organiza-
tions, and other non-prof-
its serving Americans in
need.

The Mississippi State
Fairgrounds is located at
1207 Mississippi Street,
Jackson, MS 39202. The
public must enter through
Gate 1 on Jefferson Street
and exit through Gate 3
on Greymont Street.

Visit https://www.ams.
usda.gov/ to learn more
about the Farmers to Fam-
ilies Food Box Program.

Notices designed Legislature dedicates
$279M in federal COVID-19
funds to rural hroadband,
distance learning programs

Associated Press

Starting in early August,
people driving on Mississip-
pi’s interstates will see new,
quirky slogans appearing on
digital message signs.

The Mississippi Depart-
ment of  Transportation
tasked residents in May with
coming up with creative no-
tices focused on safety to
display on state highways.
After reviewing more than
500 entries, the Department
of Transportation has select-
ed five finalists, the depart-
ment announced Friday.

“MDOT received so many
clever entries throughout this
contest, and we are so grate-
ful for everyone’s participa-
tion,” Melinda McGrath, the
department’s executive di-
rector, said in a news release.

The winning message
comes from Tommye Hen-
derson, of Clinton, Missis-
sippi:

ZOOM IS FOR ONLINE
MEETINGS NOT HIGH-
WAY DRIVING

Other notable entries were
Jim Miller’s from Madison:

THE HOSPITAL-
ITY STATE WILL GREET
SPEEDERS WITH A WEL-
COME TICKET

Maggie King, of Canton,
wrote:

DRIVE BOOZY AND
YOUR TICKET COULD
BE A DOOZY

MDOT’s traffic safety mes-
sages, which are often related
to current events and pop cul-

Press Release

Rural broadband expan-
sion and K-12 distance
learning initiatives will re-
ceive almost a fourth of the
Coronavirus Relief Fund,
under a package appropriat-
ed by the Mississippi Legis-
lature. Mississippi received
$1.25 billion in unallocated
federal aid to soften the pan-
demic’s health and econom-
ic blow to the State.

“This legislation brings
connectivity to the world for
our children, educators, and
parents and is a giant leap
forward for our State’s fu-
ture,” Lieutenant Governor
Delbert Hosemann said.

The “COVID-19 Connec-
tivity Act,” Senate Bill 3046
authored by Senator Joel
Carter, establishes a grant
program to expand service
in unserved or underserved
areas. The program makes
$65 million available to
Mississippi’s 26 member-
owned electric coopera-
tives at a one-to-one match:
for every dollar the co-ops
spend, they will receive one
federal dollar. Ten million is
available for other service
providers.

House Bill 1788, estab-
lishing the “Mississippi
Pandemic Response Broad-
band Availability Grant Pro-
gram,” provides $50 million
to the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education (MDE)
for grants to K-12 schools
in areas without Internet
connectivity.

Additionally, Senate Bill
3044, authored by Senator
Dennis DeBar, appropriates
$150 million to K-12 educa-
tion to equip students with
laptops and enhance dis-
tance learning in school dis-
tricts across the State. Three
hundred thousand dollars
will be allocated to MDE to
upgrade its data collection
system; $129,700,000 will
be allocated to public school
districts based on average
daily membership; and $20
million will be allocated to
MDE to be distributed to
school districts based on
need.

“This is the equivalent of
the initial delivery of elec-
tricity to rural Mississippi.
Not only will it help prepare
our schools for the fall, but
it will impact thousands of
Mississippians who  cur-

ture, are part of an effort to
encourage drivers to change
their actions behind the
wheel, officials said. More
than 90% of vehicle crashes

are caused by driver deci-
sions, such as speeding, driv-
ing aggressively, distracted or
impaired, the transportation
department said.

rently do not have access
to broadband, a major hin-
drance for teaching, learn-
ing, and telehealth during
the COVID-19 pandemic,”
Hosemann said. “We are
grateful to all of the indi-
viduals and entities who
banded together to get these
bills passed including Sena-
tor DeBar, Senator Carter,
Senator Scott Delano, the
Public Service Commission,
the Electric Cooperatives of
Mississippi, and others.”

The remaining Coronavi-
rus Relief Funds will be dis-
tributed as follows:

* $129,725,000 to hospi-
tals, clinics, non-profits, and
childcare;

* $40 million to the Mis-
sissippi  Emergency Man-
agement Agency;

* $70 million to cities and
counties;

* $20 million to the Mis-
sissippi Department of Cor-
rections;

* $15 million to tourism;

* $100 million to public
universities and community
and junior colleges;

e $10 million to private
schools and universities;

* $55 million to workforce
training;

* $1 million to elections;

* $2.5 million to the judi-

ciary; and
* $181,775,000 to the
Unemployment Insurance

Trust Fund.

Three hundred million
was appropriated in mid-
May for a small business
grant program, and $2,000
stipends for certain small
businesses. The legislature
reserved $50 million to use
at the governor’s discre-
tion.
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FUNERAL HOME
OF DURANT

James and Veronica Smith, Owners

390 East Madison Street
Durant, Mississippi 39063
662-653-3770 / 662

53-3711 fax

www.affordablefuneralhomeofdurant.com
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SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

309 Depot St.
Lexington, MS 39095

Office: 662-834-1089
Fax: 662-834-6082
Cell: 662-299-7461

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,
Durant, Pickens and Canton.
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