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Press Release
The COVID-19 lock in 

during the spring certain-
ly brought some positive 
changes to families every-
where. Jay Cooke witnessed 
it first-hand as he saw more 
and more kids riding bi-
cycles and playing outdoors 
in his neighborhood. For a 
minute, it brought him back 
to his own childhood. 

“Kids are outside riding 
bikes. I see our neighbor-
hood kids all playing in the 
creek and it is real play out-
side like it was when I was 
growing up,” he said. “The 
kids have been so regiment-
ed in the only play they get is 
on some type of sports field. 
It’s been fun to see them go 
back to what they truly love 
which is outdoor play, using 
their imagination, and hav-
ing fun.

“I think we should keep 
some of the lessons we have 
learned during quarantine 
and take them with us,” 
Cooke said. “Scouting can 
make that happen.”

As the new president of 
the Andrew Jackson Coun-

Scouting offers outdoor fun, 
values and high adventure

Pictured above, Jackson area scouts pose for a photo with the new volunteer president 
of the Andrew Jackson Council for Boy Scouts of America Jaye Cook (pictured third 
from left). From left, Miles Baker (Jackson), Noel Wiggs (Madison),  Cooke (Jackson), 
Wake Monroe (Jackson), Jace Roach (Jackson),  Nicholas Brown (Vicksburg) and 
Isaac Watts (Madison).                    (Photo Submitted)

cil, Boy Scouts of America 
(BSA), Cooke is hoping this 
renewed love for outdoors 
will encourage more kids to 
join scouting this year.

“We are going to push 
growing our membership 
and giving the very best of 
outdoor adventure to every 
Scout,” Cooke said. “Caves, 
water, biking, fishing, moun-
tains all of it – the entire 
world of adventure can be 
theirs. My major goal is to 
be sure that kids and parents 
understand how much we of-
fer them. 

“Scouting today is exact-
ly like it was when I was a 
Scout in 1975.  Same values. 
Same benefits. Same excite-
ment.”

Girls can now participate 
through “Scouts BSA” in 
their own gender specific 
troops.

The Andrew Jackson 
Council serves approxi-
mately 4,500 boys and girls, 
in a 22-county area with ap-
proximately 1,500 adult vol-
unteers.

“There isn’t another out-
door program in the coun-

try that provides youth with 
what we provide them,” said 
Tony Haines, CEO of the 
Andrew Jackson Council. 
“They learn true leadership 
skills. If you want to be a 
leader in the community, you 
start with the Boy Scouts of 
America.” 

Cooke has been involved 
in local scouting since be-
coming a Scout in 1971. 
He was in the Warren A. 
Hood Class of Eagle Scouts 
in 1975 and later served as 
assistant Scoutmaster for 
Troop 96 (Broadmoor Bap-
tist Church) in the 1980s. 
Cooke also served for many 
years as the Scoutmaster 
for Troop 1 (St. Andrew’s 
Cathedral and St. James 
Episcopal Church). During 
Cooke’s term as Troop 1 
Scoutmaster, membership in 
the troop increased from 20 
Scouts to more than 140. The 
2018 Class of eagle Scouts 
was named in his honor.

Before becoming presi-
dent, he served as the chair-
man of the council’s Outdoor 
Program Committee and as 
executive vice president. His 

day job is as a real estate at-
torney.

“How can any parent look 
at the world we live in and 
the lifestyle that so many 
kids slip into and not recog-
nize the value of Scouting?” 
Cooke asked.

Mississippi Colleges and 
universities clearly see the 
value of Scouting. Attaining 
the rank of “Eagle” earns a 
Scout $6,000 in scholarship 
to Ole Miss, Mississippi 
State and the University of 
Southern Mississippi and an 
impressive $64,000 scholar-
ship to Millsaps.

Central Mississippi’s Boy 
Scouts of America council 
continues to surprise many 
others around the country 
with the quality of the camp-
ing opportunities at Hood 
Scout Reservation, in Co-
piah County. It is now one 
of the best Scout camps in 
the country, recognized as a 
Top Ten Scouting camp by 
both Boy’s Life and Scout-
ing magazine. Since 2011, 
use of the camp has quadru-
pled, and during the summer, 
Scouts from Texas to Florida 
now come there for camp. 

“The best part about all 
of this is that it is afford-
able,” said Cooke. “A week 
at summer camp at Hood 
Scout Reservation costs 
$300. Compare that with 
the $5,000 cost at similarly 
equipped private camps. 

The BSA is the largest 
youth-serving organization 
in the United States, with 
more than 2.4 million youth 
participants and nearly one 
million adult volunteers. The 
BSA was founded in 1910, 
and since then, more than 
110 million Americans have 
been participants in BSA 
programs. However, with all 
that success comes problems 
“Where there are that many 
kids there will be monsters. 
Scouting has attracted some 
monsters.” That said, no oth-
er youth organization in the 
world is safer for kids and 
offers better “Best of Class” 
youth protection train-
ing than the Boy Scouts of 
America.

The Scouting program 
aims to develop character, 
citizenship, personal fitness, 

and leadership.
The methods for accom-

plishing those aims include 
joining a Cub Scout Pack or 
a Scouts BSA   Troop, being 
mentored by trained adult 
volunteer leaders, gaining 
confidence by mastering 
outdoor skills and going 
through the advancement 
program, and obtaining per-
sonal growth by living out 
the ideals of the Scout Oath 
and Scout Law. Cub Scout 
programs start early in el-
ementary school. Kids can 
join the traditional scouting 
program when they turn 11 
or reach 5th grade. Troops 
typically meet once a week 
and camp once a month. 

The Scout oath, taken by 
every scout, requires Duty to 
God, Duty to Country, Duty 
to Others, and Duty to Self. 
The BSA’s goal is to train 
youth in responsible citizen-
ship, character development 
and self-reliance through 
participation in a wide range 
of outdoor activities, educa-
tional programs, and, at old-
er age levels, career-oriented 
programs in partnership with 
community organizations. 
The Scouting method instills 
typical Scouting values such 
as trustworthiness, good citi-
zenship and outdoors skills, 
through a variety of activi-
ties such as camping, aquat-
ics, and hiking.

The BSA operates tradi-
tional Scouting by chartering 
local organizations, “charter 
partners” such as churches, 
clubs, civic associations, or 
educational organizations, to 
implement the Scouting pro-
gram for youth within their 
communities. Units (Cub 
Scout Packs, Scouts BSA 
Troops, and Venture Crews) 
are led and advised by vol-
unteers selected and appoint-
ed by the chartering organi-
zation, who are supported 
by local councils using both 
paid professional Scout-
ers and volunteers. These 
local charter partners de-
cide membership standards 
which determines who gets 
to participate in their spon-
sored program. No blanket 
national rule forces charter 
partners to do something it 
fears or is not compatible 

with its mission.
“So here’s my sales pitch,” 

Cooke said. “I want every-
body who reads this to get 
their kids in to Scouting this 
Fall. We live in a world where 
10-year old ‘travel baseball’ 
is a thing. Give these kids a 
chance to be kids. Try some-
thing that is proven and fun 
and give them something be-
sides the 5 practices a week 
grind. Many, many kids will 
find time to do both. 

“I challenge every parent 
to read about the therapeutic 
benefits these kids will get by 
being in nature and not just 
on a sports field. It reduces 
stress. It improves cognitive 
performance. It’s fun. It will 
give them all the benefits of 
110 years of Scouting and 
inspire them to actively par-
ticipate in the world outside 
and to become secure, self-
reliant young adults.”

To join Scouting, visit 
http://www.bsa-jackson.org 
or http://www.beascout.org  
or by calling 601-948-6111.
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sacrifices.
“It is a tough balance, 

but every coach will tell 
you, ‘You’ve got to have 
discipline at home,’” said 
Womack. “I have that. I have 
great support from my wife 
and my kids. They know the 
time that’s being taken away 
from them, they embrace it.”

Womack said that seeing 
his family in the stands on 
Friday nights gives him great 
motivation.

When it comes to team 
motivation, Womack says he 
tries to keep things simple.

“Never ask anyone to do 
something they can’t do,” 
said Womack. “You have to 
adapt to your players. I try 
to base everything on what 
they’re capable of doing, 
what their strengths are.”

Effort is key in Womack’s 
eyes, hustle from players on 
and off the field.

“Forming a game plan 
around (players’) strengths” 
is Womack philosophy.

The Trojans’ first football 
game is at Park Place Chris-
tian Academy in Pearl on Au-
gust 14. Kick off is at 7 p.m.

I talked to Mrs. Fannie 
Johnson. She said she stayed 
in the hospital five days. 
Now she is at home. She said 
she is feeling much better. 
Her three children are taking 
good care of her. First Lady 
Shirley March was also help-
ing to see about her aunt until 
her blood pressure went sky 
high. So I called Mrs. Shir-
ley March too. She’s feeling 
better but her pressure is still 
up.

Since Lexington primary 
care clinic is closed, I went to 
Mallory Community Health 
Center in Lexington. When 
I got to Mallory my blood 
pressure was sky high. The 
bottom number was 100. Dr. 

Lexington
BY LEONA (LENA) FIELDS

IN AND AROUND

Patterson gave me a stronger 
pressure pill. My pressure is 
gradually coming down.

In our area, the lights went 
out a while Monday, July 20. 
Mrs. Ruby that used to work 
in the chancery clerk’s of-
fice called me. She wanted to 
know if my lights were off. I 
told her “yes.” Then we had a 
nice chat about canning that 
morning. She had put up to-
matoes, and I had put up cu-
cumber pickles. She said she 
was going outside and cool 
off. I had just come from sit-
ting on my back porch so I 
could wash my dishes in the 
heat and dark.

Attorney Gregory Johnson 
came home. I guess he came 

to visit his grandmother, 
Mrs. Fannie Johnson.

The Friar family did a wise 
thing when their sister Lula 
passed. They cancelled the 
repast due to COVID-19. 
That’s a lesson for all of us 
to follow.

Press Release
The presidents of the Mis-

sissippi Association of Com-
munity Colleges (MACC) 
met today, July 24, 2020, 
and voted to delay the start 
of the 2020 fall football sea-
son to October 1. The 2020 

Mississippi community 
college fall football
to begin Oct. 1, 2020

Ms. Pearl Mabry’s grand-
mother passed. Keep the 
Mabry family on your prayer 
list. Some of the community 
people are still concerned 
about getting their clothes 
back from the cleaners in 
Lexington.

football season will consist 
of a six-game regular season 
with divisional play only and 
will conclude with a playoff. 
The MACC will continue 
to evaluate COVID-19 and 
its impact on our student-
athletes.


