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MDWFP’s 
Visitor 
Education 
Center 
reopens 

Press Release
The Mississippi Depart-

ment of Wildlife, Fisheries, 
and Parks (MDWFP) Visi-
tor Education Center (VEC) 
near Enid re-opened to the 
public on Tuesday, July 28.   
The VEC is open Tuesday 
- Saturday from 8:30 a.m. - 
4:30 p.m.

 All visitors will be re-
quired to wear a mask and 
social distancing require-
ments must be adhered to 
(maintaining a minimum 
distance of 6 feet between 
individuals).  Masks will not 
be available at the VEC. 

Admission is $2.50 for 
adults ages 18 - 59, and 
$2.00 for youth ages 3 -17 
and adults over the age of 60. 

For more information, 
please visit https://www.md-
wfp.com/nmfh/ or call the 
VEC at (662) 563 - 8068. 

The VEC is part of the 
MDWFP’s North Missis-
sippi Fish Hatchery and is 
located at Exit 233 east off 
I-55. 

For more information re-
garding fishing in Missis-
sippi, visit our website at 
www.mdwfp.com or call us 
at (601) 432-2212. Follow 
us on Facebook at www.
facebook.com/mdwfp or on 
Twitter at www.twitter.com/
MDWFPonline.

Press Release
Mississippi Supreme Court 

Chief Justice Mike Randolph 
on Thursday ordered that 
masks be worn by everyone 
in all courtrooms in the state 
to protect against the spread 
of COVID-19.

“Public safety was a con-
cern of the drafters of our 
Constitution and remains a 
paramount concern today. 
As such, the Court continues 
to balance personal rights 
with the constitutional ob-
ligation to remain open and 
accessible,” the Chief Justice 
wrote in Emergency Admin-
istrative Order 14, issued  on 
July 23.

The Chief Justice said in 
the order, “Throughout our 
Emergency Administrative 
Orders, the Court has recog-
nized the necessity of balanc-
ing health risks presented by 
COVID-19 with the courts’ 
constitutional and statutory 
duty to remain open and ac-
cessible. In light of the over-
whelming evidence, I find 
that modification of prior 
Emergency Administrative 
Orders is warranted. The 

Mississippi Supreme 
Court orders masks to be 
worn in all courtrooms

aforementioned evidence, 
when coupled with the in-
creasing transmission of the 
COVID-19 virus within this 
State, dictates that face cover-
ings over the nose and mouth 
of all persons shall be re-
quired in every courtroom in 
this State, without exception, 
upon the entry of this Order.”

The order said, “Courts 
are unlike businesses, e.g., 
shops, stores, restaurants, 
salons, or houses of wor-
ship, where one’s presence 
is a personal decision, vol-
untarily made. The presence 
of court personnel, including 
the judge, law clerks, court 

clerks, law enforcement, bai-
liffs, court reporters, coun-
sel, parties, witnesses, jurors, 
and victims, is regularly re-
quired, and at times, they are 
in close proximity to each 
other. Others are command-
ed to attend court. While 
masks may be objectionable 
or pose a slight inconve-
nience to some, such incon-
venience cannot prevent our 
courts from remaining open 
and accessible to all.”

Read Emergency Admin-
istrative Order 14 is at this 
link: https://courts.ms.gov/
appellatecourts/docket/send-
PDF.php?f=700_506525.
pdf&c=91465&a=N&s=2

*School Re-entry
(Continued from page 1.)

5.5 hours per day. Completed 
courses will earn “Carnegie 

credits toward graduation,” 
according to the web site.

Safety measures are also 
listed on the web site for in-
class instruction. Measures 
include mandatory face 
masks worn at all times, fre-
quent hand washing, physi-
cal distancing, small class 
sizes, desks separated by 
transparent partitions and 
frequent sanitizing of sur-
faces. 

Families are asked to com-
plete online guidelines for 
those opting for virtual in-
struction for the 2020-2021 
school year.

According to the guide-
lines, virtual learning classes 
will be a live stream of the 
traditional classroom. Teach-
ers will conduct virtual 
classes daily as indicated 
on the student’s schedule. 
Students enrolled in virtual 

learning will be considered 
“in attendance” if they com-
plete work on a weekly ba-
sis to stay on track with the 
traditional course schedule 
while adhering to Mississip-
pi Department of Education 
guidelines. Students enrolled 
in virtual learning may be 
required to be in person for 
school and state testing or 
other activities designated 
by the school or district lead-
ership.

Press Release
The 63-year-old mayor of 

a small Mississippi city says 
he will not seek reelection.

Kosciusko Mayor Jimmy 
Cockroft announced his de-
cision Wednesday during a 

Kosciusko’s longtime 
mayor won’t seek reelection

radio segment broadcast on 
WLIN-FM.

“My decision is based on 
my age and the number of 
years I’ve been here,” said 
Cockroft. “I just feel like 
it’s time for me and I feel 
like it’s time for the town for 
somebody else to come in 
and lead.”

Cockroft has served as 
mayor for the past 24 years, 
making him the longest ten-
ured mayor in the city’s his-
tory. He took office in July 
1997 after serving one full 
term as alderman at-large. In 
total, he has served 28 years 
for the City of Kosciusko, 
which is about 65 miles 
(105 kilometers) northeast of 
Jackson.


