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1HE WICKER REPORT

By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker urges new relief for
military supply businesses

Weakened defense supply chain
puts American security at risk

This past week, senators
returned to Capitol Hill to
resume work on major legis-
lative priorities. For the 60th
consecutive year, the Senate
passed the National Defense
Authorization Act to set new
spending levels for our mili-
tary. This legislation would
approve new military train-
ing and technology, a pay
raise for our troops, and new
ships to strengthen our naval
fleet.

With  this  legislation
passed, the Senate is turning
its attention to another ma-
jor need: coronavirus relief.
It has been six months now
since COVID-19 spread onto
the world stage, and it is still
taking a heavy toll on our
economy and our daily lives.
The Senate intends to build
on the CARES Act passed
in March to help American
families, workers, and busi-
nesses recover from this cri-
sis. As this legislation comes
together, I am working to
make sure our military sup-
ply chain is not left behind.
These workers and busi-
nesses are critical to our eco-
nomic recovery and national
security.

Sustaining a Key Sector

of Our Economy

The military depends on
thousands of businesses and
manufacturers spread across
America to keep our Armed
Forces supplied. These firms
work on tight production
schedules and often operate
on narrow profits.

The pandemic has brought
severe disruption and uncer-
tainty to our defense supply
chain. Social distancing re-
quirements have slowed the
pace of production, and many
workers have had to stay
home to care for children not
in school or for family mem-
bers in quarantine. With the
virus continuing to spread,
it is unclear when many of
these employees will be able
to return to their jobs. This
uncertainty is weakening the
manufacturing industry and
could hurt our military’s de-
fense posture.

Congress has not yet ap-
proved funds to mitigate
losses in this industry. If
nothing is done, the military
could have to divert $11 bil-
lion from its core priorities
to shore up defense manu-
facturing firms. This would
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DAVID GIBSON

David Gibson, 69, of Pick-
ens, passed on Sunday, July
26, 2020. Graveside services
will be held at Anderson
Greer Cemetery in Yazoo
County on Saturday, August
1, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. Visita-
tion will be held Friday, July
31, 2020 between 1:00 p.m.
and 4:00 p.m. at 300 West
Madison Street in Durant.
Services are entrusted to Af-
fordable Funeral Home of
Durant.

JOE C. ROUNDTREE

Joe C. Roundtree, 65, of
Sallis, passed on Saturday,
July 25, 2020. Graveside
services will be held at the
old Hill Springs Cemetery in
Sallis County on Saturday,
August 1, 2020 at 2:00 p.m.
Visitation will be held Fri-
day, July 31, 2020 between
1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. at
300 West Madison Street
in Durant. Services are en-
trusted to Affordable Funeral
Home of Durant.

NOTICE:

If you have relatives buried at
Gages Spring Cemetery locat-
ed in Durant, MS, please con-
tact Madeline Coleman at 662-
834-2344 as soon as possible.

Kosciusko
Monument Company

225 HWY 12 W,

* 662.792.4139

Woodward Hines Education Foundation,
MSU partner to provide $400,000 grant
supporting student degree completion

Press Release

Mississippi State students
will benefit from a five-year,
$200,000 grant commit-
ment from the Woodward
Hines Education Founda-
tion (WHEF)—matched by
$200,000 from the univer-
sity—to support college re-
tention and degree comple-

weaken military readiness
at a critical time and could
hamper the progress we
have made in rebuilding our
Armed Forces.

To prevent this outcome
and keep the military strong,
I am pushing Congress to
provide new relief for our
defense industrial base. This
would save countless jobs
across our country and state,
and would allow the military
to purchase new aircraft,
ships, vehicles, and muni-
tions that it needs.

Containing China
in the Pacific

Maintaining our military
edge is crucial at this mo-
ment given China’s growing
influence and aggression.
China has recently created
manmade island bases in
international waters, tripled
the size of its Marine force,
and deployed amphibious
vessels capable of launch-
ing ground assaults. As a
global power, China is likely
to send its growing military
wherever its interests are at
stake, sowing tension in the
world and increasing the
likelihood of conflict.

Even now, Beijing is wast-
ing no time advancing its
agenda while the world is
distracted by the coronavi-
rus. The Chinese Communist
Party recently passed a law
ending fundamental political
freedoms in Hong Kong. It
has continued the detestable
human rights abuse of send-
ing members of the Uighur
minority group to concentra-
tion camps. And it recently
conducted military exercises
in waters near Vietnam.

China is more and more an
adversary of freedom, human
rights, and the core princi-
ples that America stands for.
Our military has an essential
role to play in containing
China’s reach, advancing

our interests, and supporting
our allies. I am committed to
providing our Armed Forces
with the resources they need
to fulfill their mission.

tion through the Improving
Mississippi’s  Persistence
and Completion Together,
or IMPACT, initiative.

For nearly 25 years, en-
dowed nonprofit WHEF
has worked to promote and
increase postsecondary
access among underrep-
resented young Mississip-
pians, and more recently,
has expanded its mission to
support increased creden-
tial and degree completion
leading to meaningful em-
ployment.

“The need to support stu-
dents and to improve the
rates of college comple-
tion among Mississippians
has always existed. But in
light of COVID, the need
has never been greater
and more pressing,” said
WHEF President and CEO

Many small bodies of
water do not produce the
amount of fish desired by the
owner because of poor plan-
ning, bad construction, or a
lack of good management.
A good pond or small lake
depends on location, design,
construction, stocking rate,
and management practices
such as harvest, fertilization,
and weed control. Often,
ponds can produce 5 to 10
times more pounds of fish
if proper techniques are fol-
lowed.

Ponds or small lakes
should be at least 0.5 acres
in size and constructed so
that at least 20 percent of
the area is 6 feet or greater
in depth. All ponds should
have a drain, overflow pipe,
and emergency spillway for
best management. A drain
will allow one to manage
the water level of the pond,
which is often necessary for
weed control and managing
fish populations.

Regarding pond dams,
many pond owners do not
control woody vegetation on
the dam. When large trees
die, or are cut, deteriorating
roots can leave a hole in the
dam, causing major struc-
tural problems which are
expensive to fix. No woody
vegetation should be allowed

Jim McHale. “According
to a Georgetown Univer-
sity study, it is estimated
that 65% of all jobs require
some kind of postsecondary
education. Currently, Mis-
sissippi sits at 45.2%.”

“To improve the lives of
Mississippians, support
Mississippi’s economic re-
covery and competitively
position our state within a
global economy, there is
a critical need to not only
have more students en-
roll in college, but to have
them successfully complete
their degree or credential,”
McHale said.

Grant selection was part
of a competitive request
for proposals, said MSU
Maroon Completion Grant
Project Lead and Financial
Literacy Coordinator John

to grow on pond dams.

Once your pond has been
constructed, adding fish-at-
tracting, artificial structures
can greatly increase harvest.
Structures can be created us-
ing trees such as blackjack
oak or old Christmas trees,
or logs. Structure design can
also vary. For example, one
proven design consists of
three or four trees that are
crossed to form a pyramid.
The bases of the trees should
be braced together using
6-foot-long pieces of lum-
ber. Holes should be driven
through the base of the trees
and weights attached using
#12 UF cable. These struc-
tures will stand upright on
the bottom and have a height
between 10 and 16 feet.

Artificial ~structures can
either be set out singly or in
groups of three to five trees
in either a triangular setup or
set in a line down the slope
of drops-offs.  Structures
should be weighted with
concrete blocks (2.0 to 2.5
feet in length) weighing ap-
proximately 60 pounds each.
They should be placed in 5 to
10 feet of water near points,
creek channels, or artificial
drop-offs. For ponds less
than 1 acre, one fish structure
is plenty. Otherwise, use one
fish structure per 2 or 3 acres.

Daniels.

Daniels said Mississippi
State’s Maroon Completion
Grant program will direct-
ly assist an estimated 400
low-income MSU students
who have unmet financial
need and are on track for
graduation within one year.

MSU Vice President for
Student Affairs Regina
Hyatt said the Maroon
Completion Grant Program
will “improve the gradua-
tion rate of our Mississippi
students with the highest
financial need and decrease
the differential margin of
our underrepresented stu-
dents in attaining degrees.”

WHEF envisions a Missis-
sippi where all people can
secure the training and edu-
cation beyond high school
that will allow them to ad-
vance their quality of life,
strengthen their communi-
ties and contribute to a vi-
brant and prosperous future
for the state. For more, visit
https://woodwardhines.org.

Spawning beds for bream
are also useful for catch-
ing fish. Spawning beds are
made by covering portions of
the pond with gravel to cre-
ate areas desired by bream.
Spawning beds should be
located in 2 to 4 feet of wa-
ter near locations that are
convenient for fishing. Use
3 to 5 cubic yards of washed
gravel (0.5 to 1.0 inch in di-
ameter) and place so that a
spawning site approximately
12 to 15 feet in diameter is
created. One should avoid
sites that have a sedimenta-
tion problem..

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife
Mississippi, a non-profit,
conservation — organization
founded to conserve, restore
and enhance fish, wildlife
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web
site is www.wildlifemiss.org.
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