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New Liberty Full Gospel Fellowship of Pickens hosted its Community 
Mask and Sanitizer Giveaway on Thursday, July 30, in effort to serve its 
local community. Over  490 bottles of hand sanitizer, 1,020 adult masks 
and 400 children sized masks were given away. “We are doing what we 
can to be a help during this time as we face COVID-19/coronavirus pan-
demic,” said event participant Delores Brown-Thompson. “We want to 
encourage everyone to do what you can to be a help. We pray and be-
lieve and we stand on the scripture, Mark 12:24. God will make away. 
We look forward to the next time as we are blessed to be a blessing.” 
Pictured at left are (from left), Deacon Theo,  Apostle Deloris Thompson 
and Radford Sherrill, pastor. Pictured below are (from left to right), 
Pickens Alderman James White, Pickens Mayor William Primer and 
Richard Smith, pastor, all donning masks during the event.

Pictured above (from left), Pickens Alderwoman Laura Moore, G. Stewart, pastor, and 
Pickens Alderwoman Etta Greer.

Pictured above, supplies of hand sanitizers, adult face masks and children’s face masks 
are shown prepared for distribution during the event.

Pickens’ ministry continues promoting health and safety for local community
Photos Submitted by Delores Brown-Thompson

Press Release
State Auditor Shad White 

has released his plan to au-
dit over $1.25 billion sent 
to Mississippi as part of the 
CARES Act, the COVID-19 
federal stimulus money. The 
five-part plan is meant to 
prevent fraud in Mississippi. 

“With this unprecedented 
crush of funds comes an op-
portunity to steal,” said Audi-
tor White. “I have no doubt 

State auditor releases 
CARES Act audit plan

some will try. Those folks 
tempted to defraud the taxpay-
ers need to know one thing, 
though: we are watching.”

The Auditor’s CARES Act 
response plan began as the 
stimulus bill was being draft-
ed in Washington, DC, and 
continued while the Missis-
sippi Legislature determined 
how the money would be ap-
propriated. Auditor White’s 
plan includes the following:

• Audit staff identified the 
state government agencies 
receiving the money by read-
ing and researching federal 
and state legislation and sur-
veying state agencies.

• Auditors created a new 
website, www.osa.ms.gov/
covid19, so Mississippians 
can see how and where the 
stimulus money is spent. The 
site is live today.

• Auditors have divided the 

stimulus spending into four 
“buckets”: education money; 
money spent by the Missis-
sippi Development Authority 
and the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Employment Secu-
rity; money for emergency 
supplies and healthcare; and 
the state’s broadband spend-
ing. Three private CPA firms 
will audit three of the buck-
ets of money, and the Audi-
tor’s office will handle one 
bucket, in addition to the 
regular work of the office.

• Investigators at the Audi-
tor’s office will handle any 
criminal allegations of fraud 
or misspending involving 

stimulus funds.
• The Technical Assistance 

Division at the Auditor’s of-
fice will answer questions 
about the proper way to 
spend stimulus money. The 
attorneys and CPAs in this 
division have already begun 
providing guidance to gov-
ernment officials across the 
state to ensure the CARES 
Act money is spent appropri-
ately on the front end.

“This stimulus represents 
one of the three biggest chal-
lenges to the Auditor’s office 
in the last thirty years (Ka-
trina and auditing the 2009 
stimulus money are the other 

two),” said White. “What 
makes this challenge unique-
ly difficult is that Congress 
demanded the money be 
spent so quickly. Every cost 
has to be incurred no later 
than December 30. But the 
staff at the Office of the State 
Auditor have achieved great 
results over the last year, and 
we stand ready to meet this 
challenge, too.”

Suspected fraud can be re-
ported to the Auditor’s office 
online any time by clicking 
the red button at www.osa.
ms.gov or via telephone dur-
ing normal business hours at 
1-(800)-321-1275.


