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Reagan Scott said she’s 
not the type of person who 
would donate an organ to a 
stranger; however, that’s ex-
actly what the Mississippi 
State senior accounting ma-
jor did when she learned of 
another student’s need of a 
lifesaving kidney transplant.

The Pensacola native said 
everything fell into place 
for her generous act to move 
forward smoothly—even 
though she “never in a mil-
lion years” would have 
planned on donating a kid-
ney. The experience has 
changed both her life and 
that of the recipient, Keith 
Fell Jr., a Louisiana State 
University student also from 
Pensacola.

The successful surgery 
took place in December, but 
Scott now is being recog-
nized at MSU with the Dean 
of Students’ Award of Excel-
lence. When Dean Thom-
as Bourgeois heard about 
Scott’s selfless generosity, 
he knew she would be an 
extremely worthy recipient 
for the honor bestowed on 
students who exemplify ex-
ceptional standards of char-
acter. The award, which hon-
ors retired Dean of Students 

No Rivalry in Kindness: MSU’s 
Scott selflessly gives kidney to 
LSU student, earns Dean’s Award

Reagan Scott is pictured with Keith Fell Jr. one day af-
ter the successful kidney transplant surgery at the Mayo 
Clinic in Jacksonville, Florida. Scott said her recovery as 
a donor was surprisingly fast and Fell also is doing well. 
She expects they will continue to keep in touch long-term 
since the transplant also bonded them as friends. 
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Mike White, was created 14 
years ago, and Scott is only 
the 10th student to receive 
the honor.

Upon presenting Scott with 
the award, Bourgeois said, 
“You provide hope and joy 
in a world that desperately 
needs people like you. My 
hope for all MSU students 
is for them to go out into the 
world and make a difference. 
You knocked it out of the 
park.”

Last fall, Scott said she 
saw a plea online by Fell’s 
mother to find a matching 
kidney donor. She felt com-
passion for someone her own 
age going through a difficult 
health crisis, and she took a 
short Mayo Clinic survey 
attached to the social media 
post. To her surprise, she 
soon got a reply saying she 

was a potential match.
The Mayo Clinic called 

to ask if she would proceed 
with a blood sample, which 
she completed at MSU’s 
Longest Student Health 
Center. The results showed 
she was an excellent match 
for Fell, who had seemed 
healthy throughout his child-
hood but unknowingly de-
veloped kidney failure.

“I talked to my parents, 
and at first they were very 
hesitant because it was all 
new to us,” Scott said.

Nevertheless, she pro-
ceeded through a rigorous 
process of physical and psy-
chological tests to confirm 
her eligibility to donate.

“I remember walking around 
thinking ‘What am I doing 
here,’” Scott said of the pro-
cess that caused purple bruises 
on her arms from all the needle 
sticks. “Like most people, I 
hate needles,” she added.

“It was a very big deal for 
me. It was so hard to wrap 
my head around what I was 
doing,” Scott said.

She explained that the 
screening process is thor-
ough and goes over all the 
reasons someone might 
choose not to donate, includ-
ing health risks and the pos-
sibility of needing another 
kidney themselves in the 
future.

“I guess they want to make 
sure you have the right in-
tentions, but they give you 
all the negatives. They really 
make sure you actually want 
to do it and that you know all 
the information,” Scott said.

She questioned herself 
again and again, wondering 
if she should take the risk for 

a young man who she didn’t 
even know. The recipient and 
his family were not aware 
she was a potential match. 
But she still moved forward, 
making a pros-and-cons list 
as she considered her choic-
es. She said her parents were 
very supportive and did not 
want to persuade her in any 
way as she made her own de-
cision.

“Mom was with me, and 
that was very much needed,” 
she recalled about the donor 
testing that took place during 
her fall break.

As she moved toward 
a final determination, her 
thoughts went back and forth 
from “No, this is scary, and 
I’m definitely not going to 
do it,” to “Yes, these people 
need help.”

In the end, Scott said 
the reasons to donate out-
weighed the reasons not 
to, and she was inspired by 
other donors and recipients 
she met in the hospital wait-
ing rooms. Also, she said her 
chance of having future kid-
ney problems is very low.

“I did a lot of research, and 
one of the main points I con-
sidered was that if I were in 
his position, I wouldn’t want 
to be on dialysis,” Scott said.

“I decided I don’t want to 
horde my organs,” she con-
cluded. “I don’t want to have 
the attitude that I might need 
this kidney later so I’m go-
ing to let you die because 
of the smaller chance that I 
might need it in the future.”

The timeline of events 
allowed the surgery to be 
scheduled during Christmas 
break and she didn’t have to 
miss school. Scott and Fell 
didn’t meet until the day 
before surgery, which took 
place at the Mayo Clinic in 
Jacksonville, Florida, on 
Dec. 13.

“The kidney started work-
ing before they even sewed 
him up in the O.R.,” Scott 
said of Fell’s healthy accep-
tance of her organ.

Scott said her own recov-
ery entailed some pain and 
discomfort for only about a 
week, and she was amazed at 
how quickly she felt back to 
normal.

“I was doing a lot bet-
ter than I expected. I healed 
so fast, I actually moved 
to Memphis on Jan. 5 and 
started an internship the next 
day,” she said.

“All in all, it was a lot less 
painful than I expected. I 
started working 40 hours a 
week during tax season and 
had no issues.”

Scott went on to graduate 
summa cum laude in May 
with her bachelor’s degree 
in accounting. In June, she 
became a graduate student in 
MSU’s Master of Profession-
al Accountancy program. 
She also is a graduate assis-
tant for the Adkerson School 
of Accountancy within the 
College of Business.

“Obviously, I love it here, 
so I didn’t want to move,” 
she said. “I love the teach-
ers and feel comfortable. 
Grad school puts you on the 

right track to getting your 
CPA, and Mississippi State 
is really good at setting you 
up with internships, most of 
which lead to jobs,” Scott 
said.

She has a job offer with 
Dixon Hughes Goodman to 
work in the accounting firm’s 
Memphis office beginning in 
the fall of 2021, when she 
expects to complete her mas-
ter’s program and take the 
CPA exam.

She said her time at Mis-
sissippi State, where both 
parents and her older sister 
also attended, has been a 
full and rewarding experi-
ence that included her stint 
as manager of the women’s 
tennis team and the comple-
tion of two internships. “I’ve 
had the best four years of my 
life. I haven’t wasted a sec-
ond, and I have zero regrets 
in college—I’ve done every-
thing I wanted to do.”

Scott said she has great re-
spect for university leaders, 
so being recognized by Dean 
Bourgeois, as well as MSU 
President Mark E. Keenum 
who met with her this month, 
is an honor.

Scott said donating her 
kidney has been “100% the 
best experience of my life.” 

She recently signed up to be-
come a bone marrow donor, 
which she said seems to be a 
much easier process.

And she continues to keep 
in close contact with Fell 
and his family. She said she 
hopes they will stay in touch 
“forever.”

She said the response from 
others has been overwhelm-
ing support—even from peo-
ple she hadn’t talked with 
since middle school. “I’ve 
never felt so loved and sup-
ported in my life.”

“Definitely my closest 
family were all very wor-
ried, but I can’t believe how 
supportive my parents were. 
They didn’t try to persuade 
me one way or another. They 
were very open and always 
there for me. I have even 
more appreciation for them 
now.”

Scott still insists, “It’s so 
unlike me and out of the blue 
for me to do this,” but she 
also said her perspective has 
changed over time. “Instead 
of assuming someone else 
will help, it’s good to be the 
person that offers help.”

To learn more about organ 
donation, visit https://con-
nect.mayoclinic.org/page/
transplant/

Corean Randle has been 
in the hospital. She got out 
Tuesday, August 11. She had 
pneumonia.

Katie Horton of Tchula 
went to one of her doctors re-
cently. She got a good report 
and a blessing. Her blessing 
is she doesn’t have to go 
back until next year around 
this time.

Pray for the people in Ce-
dar Rapids, Iowa and the 
other places that have suf-
fered damage from recent 
hurricanes and storms. A lot 
of the Wrights in Cedar Rap-
ids grew up in Lexington.

The famers’ market is go-
ing strong in Lexington. So 
please buy and eat fresh, 
healthy fruit and vegetables. 

May God bless Rev. Le-
noria Meekie “Jr.,” Wessie, 
and Mary Keys for working 
in the heat so people can eat 
healthy. How many of us tell 
them “Thank you” when we 
see them.

When you see Elder Wil-
liam Dean, Timothy Tra-
vis, or others from St. Paul 
Church, please say “Thank 
you” for the food boxes. 
It’s some nice food in those 
boxes. On Friday mornings, 
the food box give away at 
the Multi-Purpose Complex 
still has a very long line. The 
long line is evidence that 
people are enjoying the food.

Michael Dixon’s son 
drowned recently. Keep 
Michael, the Dixon family, 
Walden family and Williams 
family uplifted in prayer. Mi-
chael’s son was funeralized 

Friday, August 7.
I know some of you heard 

on the TV news where a girl 
was thrown out of a car and 
killed. Her mother and sister 
are in the hospital, fighting 
for their lives. This family is 
the family of Rev. Williams 
that used to pastor Sweet 
Water CME Church.  

Lexington 
student earns 
degree from 
U. of Arkansas

Staff Report
Paul Timothy Reeves re-

ceived his bachelor of sci-
ence degree in physical edu-
cation from the University 
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff on 
May 9, 2020. 

Reeves graduated Cum 
Laude.

Reeves is also a 2016 grad-
uate of Holmes County Cen-
tral High School. He is the 
son of Sherri Reeves and the 
late Willie Reeves of Lex-
ington.
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