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By: United States Senator Roger Wicker

Wicker: Postal service is
fully equipped for election

Partisan scare tactics are baseless and harmful

Presidential elections are
often the subject of misinfor-
mation. Unfortunately, some
of the most vocal proponents
of the latest conspiracy theo-
ry are members and leaders
of the United States Con-
gress. This past week, a pair
of House Democrats called
on the FBI to investigate
Postmaster General Louis
Deloy. Their allegation is
that Mr. Deloy is intention-
ally slowing down mail de-
liveries and undermining his
own organization in an effort
to affect mail ballots in the
November election.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi endorsed this unfounded
claim by accusing the Presi-
dent of “manipulating the
Postal Service to disenfran-
chise voters.” She has called
the House back into session
to “save the Postal Service”
because “lives, livelihoods,
and the life of our Ameri-
can Democracy are under
threat from the President.”
This theory has no basis in
fact. Yet Speaker Pelosi’s
words have ignited a media
firestorm around the USPS,
leading to unnecessary fears
about the upcoming election.

Louis DeJoy’s

Selection Was Bipartisan

and Unanimous

Mr. Deloy was selected and
approved unanimously by
the Postal Service’s biparti-

san board of governors, and
he has carried out his duties
in a non-partisan manner.
In fact, many of his reforms
are a continuation of efforts
that began during the Obama
Administration — long before
the current debate over mail-
in voting. The picture being
painted of him is simply un-
fair.

Mr. Deloy has taken criti-
cism for overseeing the re-
moval of old mail-sorting ma-
chines. Critics are saying this
practice is part of a deliberate
attempt to slow down election
mail. In reality, the USPS has
been offloading excess equip-
ment for years because of de-
creased mail volume. It has
also been looking to cut costs
to reduce its nearly $107 bil-
lion debt.

Images of blue mail collec-
tion boxes being locked or
removed have also gone viral
on social media. However,
most of these photos were
taken years ago. For years, the
Postal Service has regularly
replaced or relocated drop
boxes based on need. For
example, more than 12,000
USPS drop boxes were re-
moved from public spaces
during the Obama Adminis-
tration.

Mr. DeJoy was not the
source of these policies. None-
theless, he has announced that
these reforms and service up-

grades will be postponed until
after the election “to avoid
even the appearance of an im-
pact on election mail.”
Postal Service Has
$15 Billion Surplus

Despite its massive debt, the
Postal Service faces no im-
mediate obstacles that would
prevent it from handling an
influx of election mail. The
agency has a record $15 bil-
lion on hand, thanks in part to
a surge in package mail and a
federal relief loan. Mail vol-
ume is also down 14 percent
this year. In testimony before
the Senate Homeland Secu-
rity Committee on Friday, Mr.
DelJoy said he expects bal-
lots to make up less than two
percent of mail volume from
mid-September to Election
Day — hardly a burden for the
Postal Service.

The key to ensuring the in-
tegrity of voting by mail is
for states and voters to adhere
to the timetables required for
mailing ballots. The Postal
Service recently cautioned
that a number of states’ ballot
deadlines do not line up with
the Postal Service’s service
standards. This means that if
states do not adjust, some bal-
lots could arrive at the ballot
box late. Based on experi-
ence from some primaries this
year, ballots mailed at the last
minute may present a chal-
lenge for postal workers.

This election will be unusu-
al for many reasons, but there
is no reason to create fear. As
long as states and voters meet
the right deadlines, this elec-
tion will be fair and reliable.
It is wrong for elected leaders
to push baseless conspiracy
theories that undermine pub-
lic trust in our elections.

Mississippi State Fairgrounds
hosts the annual MEGA Barrel Race

Press Release

The Mississippi State Fair-
grounds is hosting the annual
MEGA Barrel Race Thurs-
day, August 20, through
Saturday, August 22. The
MEGA Barrel Race is a free
event held in the Kirk Ford-
ice Equine Center, and fea-
tures competitors of all ages
from across the nation.

“Events like this and other
horse shows demonstrate that
we can safely and success-
fully hold large events on the
fairgrounds during this pan-
demic when incorporating

precautionary ~ measures,”
said Commissioner of Agri-
culture and Commerce Andy
Gipson. “We are observing
state face mask requirements
and encouraging visitors to
maintain six feet of social
distance between groups.
Hand sanitizing stations are
also provided throughout the
grounds.”

The competition runs from
9:00 am. to 10:00 p.m. on
Thursday, August 20, and
Friday, August 21. The win-
ners will then compete in the
finals held from 12 noon to

8:00 p.m. on Saturday, Au-
gust 22. First, second and
third place champions of
each division win cash priz-
es, belt buckles and more.
During this event, Penn’s
Restaurant and City Limit
Concessions vendors will be
open to the public each day
of the competition.

Ralph and Lynn Feath-
ers of Byhalia, Miss., co-
ordinate this annual, fam-
ily-fun event. Visit ‘The
MEGA Barrel Race’ page
on Facebook for more in-
formation.
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Competitors of the 2020 MEGA Barrel Race exercise their horses in the Kirk Fordice
Equine Center at the Mississippi State Fairgrounds.

(Photo Submitted)
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FUNERAL HOME

OF DURANT

James and Veronica Smith, Owners

390 East Madison Street
Durant, Mississippi 39063

662-653-3770 / 662-653-3711 fax
www.affordablefuneralhomeofdurant.com

REBATES,
AVAILABLE!

CHECK OUT OUR
PRE-OWNED
F VEHICLES @

‘hammettmotorco.com

INTERSECTION OF
HWY.12W & 51N

Busingsses and Seevices Directory

Jim Arnold

Attorney at Law
e Chapter 7 Bankruptcy
$545 plus costs
e Chapter 13 Bankruptcy
No upfront fee except filing fee
Attorney Fees through the Plan

OFFICES LOCATED AT:

u

333 EAST MULBERRY ST.
DURANT, MS 39063
662-653-6448

104 SOUTH LAFAYETTE ST.
STARKVILLE, MS 39759
662-324-1666

u

435 EAST BEACON ST.
PHILADELPHIA, MS 39350
601-656-6914

SCOTT PETROLEUM CORPORATION

www.scottpetroleuminc.com

KENNY JOINER

Division Manager

Visit us in Tchula, Lexington,
Durant, Pickens and Canton.

309 Depot St.
Lexington, MS 39095

Office: 662-834-1089
Fax: 662-834-6082
Cell: 662-299-7461
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