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“NOTICE OF A TAX INCREASE AND A 
PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED

BUDGET AND PROPOSED TAX LEVIES FOR 
THE TOWN OF PICKENS”

The Town of Pickens will hold a public hearing on its 
proposed budget and proposed tax levies for the fiscal 
year 2021 on September 8, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Town Hall located at 163 N. Second St. in Pickens.

The Town of Pickens is now operating with project-
ed total budget revenue of $881,749.00.  20.60% or 
$181,499.00 of such revenue is obtained through ad 
valorem taxes.  For the next fiscal year, the proposed 
budget has total projected revenue of $677,000.00 of 
that amount, 26.5 or $179,600.00, is proposed to be fi-
nanced through a total ad valorem tax levy.

For the next fiscal year, the Town of Pickens plans to 
increase your ad valorem tax millage rate by 3 mills from 
37.45 mills to 38.57 mills.  This increase means that you 
will pay more in ad valorem taxes on your home, au-
tomobile tag, utilities, business fixtures and equipment 
and rental real property.

Any citizen of the Town of Pickens is invited to attend 
this public hearing on the proposed ad valorem tax in-
crease, and will be allowed to speak for a reasonable 
amount of time and offer tangible evidence before any 
vote is taken.

Press Release
The Federal Communi-

cations Commission, on 
Wednesday, September 2, 
authorized $5,206,701 in 
funding over ten years for 
Viasat Carrier Services, 
Inc., to deploy broadband to 
13,819 rural homes and busi-
nesses in Mississippi.

The funding represents the 
15th wave of support from 
the successful 2018 Con-
nect America Fund Phase II 
auction. Viasat must use this 
funding to provide service 
with a minimum speed of 
25/3 Mbps. 

In total, the Connect Amer-
ica Fund Phase II Auction in 
2018 allocated $1.488 bil-
lion in support over the next 
ten years to expand broad-
band to more than 700,000 
unserved rural homes and 
small businesses in 45 states. 
The announced plans brings 

FCC authorizes over 
$5.2 million for 
rural broadband 

total authorized funding to 
$1,476,554,824, which is 
expanding connectivity to 
702,745 homes and busi-
nesses nationwide. Funding 
rounds will continue until 
the authorization process is 
complete.

Providers must build out to 
40% of the assigned homes 
and businesses in the areas 
won in a state within three 
years. Buildout must in-
crease by 20% in each sub-
sequent year, until complete 
buildout is reached at the end 
of the sixth year. 

The Connect America 
Fund Phase II Auction is part 
of a broader effort by the 
FCC to close the digital di-
vide in rural America.  

A map of winning bids in 
the Auction is available at 
https://www.fcc.gov/reports-
research/maps/caf2-auc-
tion903-results/.

Press Release
As the new school year be-

gins, the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Education (MDE) 
Office of Compulsory 
School Attendance Enforce-
ment would like to remind 
parents about the law gov-
erning school attendance and 
about the deadline for notify-
ing school districts of home 
school decisions.

The compulsory school at-
tendance law requires a par-
ent, legal guardian or custo-
dian who has legal control or 
charge of a child age 6 to 17 
to enroll him or her in an ed-
ucation program (public, pri-
vate or home school). Based 
on the compulsory school 
attendance law, a compul-
sory-school-age child means 
a child who has reached the 
age of 6 years on or before 
September 1 of the calendar 
year and who has not reached 
the age of 17 years on or 
before September 1 of the 
calendar year. The law also 

MDE releases 
compulsory 
school attendance 
law reminder

includes any child who will 
be age 5 on or before Sep-
tember 1 and has enrolled in 
a full-day public school kin-
dergarten program.

Parents interested in pro-
viding educational services 
to their child/children at 
home are required to com-
plete a certificate of en-
rollment, which includes a 
simple description of the ed-
ucational services. The cer-
tificate of enrollment must 
be submitted to the school 
attendance officer by Sep-
tember 15 of each year the 
child home schools. This is 
in accordance with the com-
pulsory school attendance 
law. Parents should keep a 
copy of the enrollment form 
for their records.

For additional informa-
tion, please contact the local 
school district or the school 
attendance officer in your 
county. 

Families may also visit 
https://mdek12.org/OCSA .

Mississippi court affirms greater access 
to absentee voting during COVID-19

Mississippi Center 
for Justice

In an early evening rul-
ing Wednesday, August 2, 
the Hinds County Chancery 
Court held that voters with 
pre-existing medical condi-
tions that make them more 
likely to suffer severe con-
sequences from COVID-19 
may vote absentee in the 
November 3 election.  The 
ruling came in a lawsuit filed 
by the Mississippi Center for 

Justice, the ACLU of Mis-
sissippi, and the national 
ACLU Foundation regarding 
Mississippi’s absentee ballot 
law.

The decision by Chancery 
Court Denise Owens in-
volves a provision of Mis-
sissippi’s absentee ballot 
law providing the option of 
absentee voting to “[a]ny 
person who has a temporary 
or permanent physical dis-
ability . . . whose attendance 

at the voting place could 
reasonably cause danger to 
himself or herself or others.”   
That provision has existed 
in Mississippi’s election 
law since 1986.  Four of the 
plaintiffs who brought this 
case have such conditions 
and Judge Owens held that 
they, and others like them, 
may vote absentee.

Judge Owens took note of 
public health guidance from 
the Mississippi Department 
of Health (MDH) stating that 
people “with a chronic ill-
ness such as heart disease, 
diabetes, or lung disease” 
and people who otherwise 
are “in poor health” are at a 
higher risk for severe con-
sequences from COVID-19 
and should “stay home as 
much as possible.”

At the same time, the Judge 
rejected the contention of the 
Plaintiffs that public health 
guidance to avoid commu-
nity events by itself entitles 
people to vote absentee un-
der an additional provision 

passed this summer by the 
legislature extending absen-
tee voting to those under a 
“physician imposed quar-
antine.”  Judge Owens said 
this provision is limited to 
orders from the Mississippi 
Department of Health requir-
ing people to isolate at home 
or recommendations from a 
voter’s own physician.

The six voters who brought 
the case are Harriett Oppen-
heim, who has Lupus, has 
had a kidney transplant, and 
has chronic kidney disease; 
Mary Harwell, who has dia-
betes and lives in a house-
hold with her autistic child 
who has cerebral palsy and 
multiple auto-immune dis-
orders and with her mother 
who is 77; Dave Miller, 
who previously had stage 
3 malignant melanoma and 
had radiation treatment and 
surgery to remove the tu-
mor and 80 nodes and more 
recently had spots identified 
on his lungs, but they were 
biopsied and were not found 
to be cancerous; Joy Parikh, 
who has severe asthma; Mar-
tin Clapton, who has no un-
derlying conditions but who 

has been caring during the 
COVID-19 pandemic for his 
wife, who has serious medi-
cal conditions; and Michelle 
Colon, who has no specific 
underlying conditions but is 
trying to follow public health 
guidance just like the other 
Plaintiffs.

Judge Owens held that the 
four Plaintiffs with pre-ex-
isting conditions could vote 
absentee.  She held that Mar-
tin Clapton could invoke a 
provision allowing absentee 
voting for those who are car-
ing for others who are under 
a physician-impose quaran-
tine if his wife’s doctor ad-
vises her to stay in place. 

Vangela M. Wade, Presi-
dent and CEO, Mississippi 
Center for Justice, said 
“Voters should not have to 
choose between their health 
and their vote.  We are doing 
everything we can to insure 
they are not forced to make 
that decision.”

Rob McDuff, Director of 
the George Riley Impact 
Litigation Initiative, Mis-
sissippi Center for Justice, 
said  “The Court correctly 
concluded that Mississippi 

voters may vote absentee if 
they have medical conditions 
that will lead to particularly 
severe consequences if they 
contract COVID-19.  But 
we believe the right to vote 
extends even further and re-
quires that absentee voting 
be available to all Mississip-
pi voters who are following 
public health guidance and 
avoiding community events 
during this pandemic.” 

Theresa Lee, staff attorney, 
ACLU’s Voting Rights Proj-
ect, said “This ruling means 
more Mississippians will 
not have to risk exposure 
to a deadly virus in order to 
vote. The court should have 
extended this is all voters, 
and we are examining next 
steps to ensure everyone can 
protect their health and their 
vote.”

Joshua Tom, legal direc-
tor, ACLU of Mississippi, 
said “We are pleased that 
more voters can cast a ballot 
safely, but more needs to be 
done.”

The lawsuit,  Oppenheim 
v. Watson, was filed in Chan-
cery Court/Hinds County, 
First Judicial District.


