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Fourth Annual Suicide 
Prevention Symposium is 
virtual event on Sept. 29

Press Release
During the September rec-

ognition of National Suicide 
Prevention Month, the Mis-
sissippi Department of Men-
tal Health (DMH) is hosting 
its Fourth Annual Suicide 
Prevention Symposium.

Scheduled for September 
29, this year’s symposium 
will be a virtual event from 
11 a.m. until 5 p.m. with 
an overall topic of “Fit-
ting Suicide Prevention into 
Our Changing Times.” Five 
speakers will discuss several 
individual topics:

Dr. Michael Nadorff, 
Ph.D., will discuss The Al-
liance Project. This program 
developed by the Mississippi 
State University Department 
of Psychology has resulted 
in a training that has taught 
thousands of parents and 
caregivers, educators, men-
tal health professionals and 
others in Mississippi how to 
identify when someone is in 
distress, make a connection 
with that person, and learn 
how to help them.

Dr. Julie Cerel, Ph.D., will 
discuss Suicide Exposure in 
Personal and Professional 
Lives. She is a professor of 
social work at the University 
of Kentucky and past presi-
dent of the American Associ-
ation of Suicidology, as well 
as the author of more than 65 
academic publications and 
co-author of Seeking Hope: 
Stories of the Suicide Be-
reaved.

Dr. Cheryl King, Ph.D., 
will focus on Teen Suicide 
Risk Screening and Assess-
ment. She is a professor of 
psychology and psychiatry 
at the University of Michi-
gan and also a past-president 
of the American Association 
of Suicidology.  She is the 
lead author of the book Teen 
Suicide Risk: A Practitioner 
Guide to Screening, Assess-
ment, and Management. Dr. 
King is currently the lead in-
vestigator on multiple feder-
ally funded studies focused 
on developing evidence-
based strategies for adoles-
cent and young adult suicide 

risk screening, assessment, 
and intervention.

Dr. Rheeda Walker, Ph.D., 
a professor of psychology at 
the University of Houston, 
will discuss Suicide Science 
in African-American Adult 
Mental Health. For nearly 
two decades, Dr. Walker has 
been dedicated to advancing 
the emotional health of Af-
rican Americans and other 
racial and ethnic minori-
ties. She recently published 
the book The Unapologetic 
Guide to Black Mental 
Health: Navigate an Unequal 
System, Learn Tools for 
Emotional Wellness, and Get 
the Help You Deserve.

Dr. Colt St. Amand, Ph.D., 
M.D., will focus on Suicide 
Prevention with LGBTQ 
Youth. Dr. St. Amand is a 
licensed psychologist who 
recently completed his MD 
in addition to his Ph.D. in 
psychology and is serving as 
a family medicine resident 
at the Mayo Clinic.  Dr. St. 
Amand co-edited the book 
The Gender Affirmative 
Model: An Interdisciplin-
ary Approach to Supporting 
Transgender and Gender Ex-
pansive Children.

 Anyone is welcome to 
participate in the sympo-

sium, whether a parent or 
caregiver, educator, mental 
health professional, or sim-
ply a concerned citizen. Con-
tinuing education units have 
been applied for in the fields 
of nursing, social work, psy-
chology, licensed profes-
sional counselors, and DMH 
credentials.

Register for this event at 
www.mississippisuicidepre-
ventionsymposium.com.
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vulnerable among us is one 
of the most sacred and sol-
emn responsibilities that 
we have.  Personally, as a 
father, I am excited to see 
these awards to our school 
districts, as it demonstrates 
our continuing commitment 
in the Department of Justice 
to invest in the protection of 
our schools and the safety of 
our children,” said U.S. At-
torney Hurst.

“With the new school year 
underway, the safety of our 
nation’s students remains 
paramount,” said COPS Of-
fice Director Phil Keith.  
“Although this school year 
may look different at the 
start, now is the ideal time 

to make preparations to en-
hance school safety for when 
all of our children are back in 
the classroom.”   

Holmes County Consoli-
dated School District and the 
Pearl River County School 
District each received 
$500,000, while the Coving-
ton County School District 
received $475,805.  The three 
awards announced today can 
be used for coordination with 
law enforcement; training 
for local law enforcement 
officers to prevent student 
violence; metal detectors, 
locks, lighting, and other de-
terrent measures; technology 
for expedited notification 
of local law enforcement 
during an emergency; and 
other measures that provide 
a significant improvement 
in security.  The full list of 
SVPP awards can be found 
here: https://cops.usdoj.gov/
pdf/2020AwardDocs/svpp/
Award_List.pdf.

The Students, Teachers, 
and Officers Preventing 
School Violence Act of 2018 
(STOP School Violence Act 
of 2018) gave the COPS 
Office authority to provide 
awards directly to states, 
units of local government, 
Indian tribes, and public 

agencies (such as school dis-
tricts and law enforcement 
agencies) to improve secu-
rity at schools and on school 
grounds in the jurisdiction 
of the grantee through evi-
dence-based school safety 
programs. 

In addition to the school 
safety grants announced to-
day, the COPS Office School 
Safety Working Group, 
which is composed of rep-
resentatives from eight na-
tional law enforcement orga-
nizations, has identified 10 
essential actions that can be 
taken by schools, school dis-
tricts, and law enforcement 
agencies to help prevent crit-
ical incidents involving the 
loss of life or injuries in our 
nation’s schools and to re-
spond rapidly and effectively 
when incidents do occur. The 
Ten Essential Actions to Im-
prove School Safety are ap-
plicable to school shootings 
as well as to other areas of 
school safety, including nat-
ural disasters and traumatic 
events such as student sui-
cide. Adopting policies and 
practices based on the rec-
ommendations in this publi-
cation can help make school 
communities safer and save 
lives.


