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Spring 
scholars 
named at 
Univ. of 
Southern 
Miss.

Press Release
The University of Southern 

Mississippi has released its 
president’s and dean’s lists 
for the 2020 spring semester.

The president’s list in-
cludes full-time students 
who earned a perfect 4.0 
grade point average (all A’s). 
Dean’s list scholars are those 
with at least a 3.5 grade point 
average, but less than a 4.0.

Students recognized from 
the local area include the fol-
lowing:

GOODMAN
Dean’s List: Alexius Wash-

ington;
LEXINGTON

President’s List: Alli-
jahjuan Wade;

PICKENS
Dean’s List: Najah Flow-

ers.

Press Release
In August, Governor Tate 

Reeves and the Mississippi 
Emergency Management 
Agency launched the CO-
VID-19 Emergency Relief 
Program. Through the Mis-
sissippi Legislature, MEMA 
was allocated $70 million of 
CARES Act money to reim-
burse county and municipal 
governments for COVID-19 
expenses.

To be reimbursed through 
the COVID-19 Relief Pro-
gram, the county/municipal-

Deadline approaching 
for local governments 
to apply for CARES Act 
Funds through MEMA

ity must have their appli-
cation and specific project 
(what type of expense 
they’re being reimbursed 
for) approved by MEMA. 
Currently, we have approved 
112 applications and are 
in the process of validat-
ing those applicants’ project 
requests. To date, MEMA 
has approved nine county 
projects and two city proj-
ects, totaling nearly $3 mil-
lion. Those include: DeSoto, 
Hancock (two approved 
projects), Harrison (two ap-
proved projects), Lafayette 
(three approved projects), 
and Pike counties, plus, 
Starkville and Vicksburg. To 
see which counties and mu-
nicipalities have applied for 
COVID-19 Relief Funds, go 
to MSEMA.org.

For local governments 
to receive those approved 
funds, each must sign an 
agreement with the state to 
certify their projects meet 
CARES Act criteria. Once 
received, MEMA will re-
lease those funds.

“There are millions of 
dollars sitting there waiting 
to be distributed; we need 
those local governments to 
act with haste given the rap-
idly approaching October 
15th deadline. Many cities 
and counties have taken a 
hard hit financially because 
of COVID-19. While this 
isn’t a fix-all, every little bit 
of money put back into our 
local economies can help re-
move a small burden off tax-
payers,” says MEMA Execu-
tive Director Greg Michel.

MEMA is urging local and 
county governments to apply 
for these CARES Act funds 
before the deadline, October 
15. 

According to Senate Bill 
3047, monies must be ob-
ligated by November 30 or 
will be returned to Governor 
Reeves.

Two MS cottage food law 
updates aid entrepreneurs

Bonnie A. Coblentz
MSU Extension Service
Cottage food laws enacted 

to allow new entrepreneurs 
to start small-scale food busi-
nesses in their homes were up-
dated recently to stay current 
with the business climate.

Cottage food products are 
non-potentially hazardous 
foods that are made in the 
kitchen of a private home. In 
2013, the Mississippi Legis-
lature passed laws to define 
what foods can be made and 
sold from home kitchens, 
and under what circum-
stances these activities can 
be done. Previously, vendors 
could sell some products in 

Mississippi’s cottage food laws make it possible for individuals to prepare food prod-
ucts in their own home and sell them in person to others, providing income to these 
small-scale entrepreneurs.         (File Photo by MSU Extension Service/Kevin Hudson)

person, direct to consumers, 
only at farmers markets.

Courtney Crist, a food 
safety specialist with the 
Mississippi State Univer-
sity Extension Service, said 
farmers markets continue to 
be a major outlet for cottage 
food products in Mississippi.

“Cottage food products I 
generally see when visiting 
farmers markets are pickled 
products, jams, jellies and a 
variety of baked goods such 
as cookies and breads,” Crist 
said. “Currently, Missis-
sippi cottage food industries 
do not need to register with 
Mississippi State Depart-
ment of Health, so it can be 

difficult to gauge the num-
ber of people participating 
in Mississippi cottage food 
operations.”

While products are not 
directly regulated, they are 
overseen by the Department 
of Health, which provides 
laws, regulations and guide-
lines for cottage food prod-
ucts. All cottage food prod-
ucts must be made and stored 
within the private home and 
in compliance with the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion Retail Food Code.

Crist said the Department 
of Health recently made two 
updates to cottage food laws 
dealing with advertising and 

the amount of sales a cottage 
industry can have annually.

“Cottage food operations 
are allowed to advertise cot-
tage food products over the 
internet, including through 
social media, but sales still 
must be directly from the 
producer to the end con-
sumer and not online,” Crist 
said. “Also, you are limited 
to $35,000 in gross annual 
sales of cottage food prod-
ucts, which is an increase 
over the $20,000 limit previ-
ously imposed.”

Alba Collart, an Exten-
sion agricultural economist, 
said these changes by the 
Mississippi Legislature will 
help the state’s cottage food 
entrepreneurs by increasing 
the supplemental income 
they will be able to earn and 
the outlets they can use for 
advertising during times of 
economic uncertainty in the 
aftermath of COVID-19.

“Cottage food entrepre-
neurs that might need to 
continue operating during 
the pandemic and are not re-
stricted by law to do so will 
also welcome the increased 
sales limit and the use of 
online advertising when ven-
ues like farmers markets are 
closed or operating under 
safety restrictions,” she said.

“However, it is crucial that 
these cottage food entrepre-
neurs follow the latest Mis-
sissippi State Department of 
Health and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion recommendations and 
requirements for individu-
als and food businesses to 
prevent COVID-19 in their 
homes and in the commu-
nity,” Collart said.

Collart said the cottage 
food laws in Mississippi 
support local business devel-
opment, create jobs for cot-
tage food entrepreneurs and 
strengthen the local econo-
my.

“Compared to other states’ 
laws, Mississippi’s cottage 
food laws allow the sale of 
a variety of food products, 
follow the typical labeling 
requirements, and do not 
impose cost-prohibiting reg-
istration, licensing or permit-
ting fees,” Collart said.

She said Mississippi has 
one category of cottage food 
production and one set of 
regulations for these pro-
ducers. Thirteen states have 
developed tiered systems 
of cottage food production, 
where different categories 
of food producers have dif-
ferent opportunities for sales 

and revenue but also differ-
ent rules they must follow.

The MSU Extension Ser-
vice has publications dedi-
cated to the cottage food in-
dustry. Find MSU Extension 
publications searchable by 
keyword at https://extension.
msstate.edu/publications.

Find Crist’s publication, 
“Mississippi Cottage Food 
Operations: Regulations and 
Guidance,” at https://bit.
ly/3k102F9. Or learn more 
from Collart’s “Cottage 
Food Laws in Mississippi: 
Key Guidelines and Policy 
Implications” at at https://
bit.ly/35j7F5J.

The National Agricultural 
Law Center offers a map 
that provides state-by-state 
details on cottage food laws. 
Find it at https://nationala-
glawcenter.org/state-compi-
lations/cottagefood/.


