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The opening day of deer 
season was always a spe-
cial day for me. I can re-
member counting down the 
days and even being unable 
to sleep the night before. I 
can remember hunting in a 
downpour and in the hottest 
of days. It seemed no matter 
how uncertain the circum-
stances were, I was willing 
to get up early and make 
my way to a tree stand be-
cause that fourth Saturday 
of September was opening 
day, no matter if the weath-
er cooperated or not. And 
while I could not predict any 
other thing with confidence, 
I could mark my calendar 
around this certainty.

Years ago, I took a big step 
of faith. I left a position I had 
held for many years. I had fi-

nally reached a place where 
I was living on a decent sal-
ary with good benefits. But 
I felt the need to move to a 
new position where I would 
have neither. I would have 
to trust God for everything. 
I can remember many days, 
especially early on, where 
the circumstances around my 
life on one day were great 
and, on another day, seemed 
hopeless. As a result, I begin 
to live on an emotional roller 
coaster. When things looked 
good, I was happy and when 
things looked bad, I fretted, 
worried, and complained. 
I can remember the day 
God exposed my problem. 
In a not-so-gentle way, he 
showed me where I was put-
ting my trust. And it wasn’t 
in him. And in so many un-
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spoken words, he reminded 
me the reason I was on an 
emotional roller coaster was 
because I was putting my 
trust in things that constantly 
change. And if I continue to 
ride that roller coaster, I will 
stay emotionally sick at my 
stomach. He reminded me 
that my eyes were to focus 
on the One who is not only 
as consistent as opening day, 
but who holds every circum-
stance and situation in his 
hands. I can put my trust 
in the changing winds and 
waves, or I can put my trust 
in the unchanging anchor of 
my soul.

The times we are living in 
right now are fluid. They are 
changing. Many of the cir-
cumstances we are in are not 
of our doing. Many of the sit-
uations we have been forced 
to endure are making many 
of us fret, worry, and com-
plain. We think if we could 
just change our circum-
stances, our problems would 
be solved – we would be 
happy. We think if we could 
just manipulate the condi-
tions of our country, our 
problems would be solved 
– and we would be happy.  
So, as a result, we ride an 
emotional roller coaster. 
When the circumstances are 
good, we are. When they are 
not, we are not. I know you 
want things to change. You 
should. I know you want to 
work to help rectify the situ-
ation. You should. But if all 
these things are causing you 

to go from mood to mood, 
it’s a good sign you are put-
ting your trust in changing 
circumstances and not in an 
unchangeable God.

gary@outdoortruths.org

October is National Fire 
Prevention Month with 
National Fire Prevention 
Week being observed Octo-
ber 4-10, 2020. This year’s 
theme “Serve Up Fire Safety 
in the Kitchen!™” works to 
educate everyone about the 
simple but important actions 
they can take to keep them-
selves, and those around 
them, safe in the kitchen. 
Cooking is the #1 cause of 
home fires and home fire in-
juries. Unattended cooking is 
the leading cause of fires in 
the kitchen. In a fire, seconds 
count. This can mean the dif-
ference between residents 
of our community escaping 
safely from a fire or having 
their lives end in tragedy. 

This yearly observance 
was established to remem-
ber the Great Chicago Fire, 
which occurred in 1871. It 
killed more than 250 people, 
left 100,000 homeless, de-
stroyed more than 17,400 
structures, and burned more 
than 2,000 acres. The fire be-
gan on October 8, but contin-

ued into and did most of its 
damage on October 9, 1871.

While the Great Chicago 
Fire was the best-known 
blaze to erupt during this 
fiery 2-day period, it wasn’t 
the largest. That distinction 
goes to the Peshtigo Fire, the 
most destructive forest fire in 
American history. The fire, 
which also occurred on Oc-
tober 9, 1871, roared through 
Northeast Wisconsin, burn-
ing down 16 towns, killing 
1,152 people, and scorching 
1.2 million acres before it 
was done.

The Peshtigo Fire began 
when several railroad work-
ers clearing land for much 
needed tracks unintention-
ally started a brush fire. Soon 
the fast moving flames were 
raging across the land. It was 
the small town of Peshtigo, 
Wisconsin that suffered the 
worst damage. Within an 
hour, the entire town had 
been destroyed.

People start most wild-
fires, but some are attrib-
uted to lightning from elec-
trical storms. These fires 
can spread quickly, ignit-
ing brush, trees, and even 
homes. We need to be es-
pecially careful when using 
campfires or bonfires.

Without proper precau-

tions, campfires are poten-
tially dangerous. You need to 
know how to property build 
one, how to keep it going, 
and how to properly extin-
guish it. Most of these fires 
burn out of control in one 
of two basic ways: on the 
ground or in the trees. Dead 
leaves or pine needles on 
the ground may ignite from 
direct contact or airborne 
embers or sparks may ignite 
overhanging branches.

No fire should be lit near 
trees, tents, or other fire haz-
ards. Never leave a fire unat-
tended. You should always 
have sand and/or water on 
hand to smother the fire if it 
does get out of control. Water 
is more efficient and effective 
in extinguishing a fire. The 
water should be poured until 
all hissing noises stop. Then 
you need to stir the ashes with 
a stick to make sure the water 
has penetrated all layers.

If water is unavailable, 
sand may be used to smother 
the fire. Once the fire has 
been covered thoroughly 
with sand, you will then need 
to stir the ashes with a stick 
to make sure it has been fully 
extinguished.

James L. Cummins is ex-
ecutive director of Wildlife 
Mississippi, a non-profit, 
conservation organization 
founded to conserve, restore 
and enhance fish, wildlife 
and plant resources through-
out Mississippi. Their web 
site is www.wildlifemiss.org.

Conservation Corner
by James Cummins
Executive Director 

of Wildlife Mississippi


