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November 13 Player of the Week
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Corey
Ellington

Senior
Wide Receiver

Caught 9 passes for 144 yds. & 2 td’s 

& 2 carries for 29 yds. and 9 tackles

Support your local schools

Students, staff recognized at 
William Dean Jr. Elementary

Quentin Meeks, kindergar-
ten student, is a consistent 
participant in Accelerated 
Reader and is always eager 
to learn. He is one of the 
first students to log in daily 
for instruction and greets 
the staff with enthusiasm.
 (Photo Submitted)

Kawanda Wilson-Banks is 
a fifth grade student who 
is persevering through the 
virtual learning process. 
She usually has low or no 
connectivity and ensures 
that she submits learning 
packets and Google class-
room assignments to her 
teachers.
 (Photo Submitted)

Zenobia Cockrell is the li-
brarian at William Dean, 
Jr. Elementary and also 
serves as a school-wide test-
ing facilitators. She dedi-
cates her work towards the 
growth and success of the 
students along with school 
beautification.
 (Photo Submitted)

Grace Keys provides vir-
tual instruction to students 
alongside the K-2 resource 
teacher. She engages well 
with her students and par-
ents.
 (Photo Submitted)

Mississippi health officials 
hopeful about COVID-19 vaccine

Mississippi State Health Officer Dr. Thomas Dobbs an-
swers a reporter’s question at Gov. Tate Reeves’ coro-
navirus news briefing in Jackson, Miss., Tuesday, Aug. 
4, 2020. State officials provided reporters an update on 
the coronavirus and the state’s ongoing strategy to limit 
transmission in public schools. 
            (AP Photo/Rogelio V. Solis)

Associated Press
Mississippi’s top health 

officials said Thursday that 
they are hopeful a corona-
virus vaccine could become 
available for health care 
workers and first responders 
in the state as early as next 
month.

State epidemiologist Dr. 
Paul Byers said Missis-
sippi has requested an ini-
tial round of 183,000 doses 
of the vaccine developed 
by Pfizer and partner Bi-
oNTech, which officials are 
hoping to see delivered by 
mid-December.

Potential vaccines are still 
in the trial phase and have 
not been approved. They 
must be safe and effective 
before approval for use by 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration.

Supplies are limited, so 
those who are the most 
high-risk will get the vac-
cine first, Byers said.

“We need to make sure 
we get them protected,” 
Byers said of the state’s 
health care workers, during 
a virtual news conference. 
“Those are the individuals 
who are taking care of the 
COVID-19 patients in the 
hospital, in the clinical set-
ting. That’s going to be the 
first push.”

With a COVID-19 vac-
cine drawing closer, public 
health officials across the 
country are gearing up for 
the biggest vaccination ef-
fort in U.S. history — a 
monumental undertaking 
that must distribute hun-
dreds of millions of doses, 
prioritize who’s first in line 
and ensure that people who 
get the initial shot return for 
the necessary second one.

The push could begin as 
early as next month, when 
federal officials say the first 
vaccine may be authorized 
for emergency use and im-
mediately deployed to high-
risk groups, such as health 
care workers.

For the vaccination effort 
to get off the ground, state 
officials have been readying 
systems to track supplies 
and who has been vaccinat-
ed. That information will be 
fed into a national network 
and will be critical in giving 
federal health officials an 
up-to-date picture of vacci-
nations around the country.

The announcement comes 
as Mississippi is experienc-
ing a surge of new confirmed 
coronavirus cases and hos-
pitalizations that rival num-
bers seen during the peak in 
the state over the summer. 
In the last couple of weeks 
there have been more than 
10,000 new cases in Mis-
sissippi and 150 deaths, an 
“astounding” number, Byers 
said.

Byers and state health of-
ficer Dr. Thomas Dobbs 
said that the news they’ve 
received so far about trials 
on the new vaccine is en-
couraging.

Pfizer and its German 
partner BioNTech have en-
rolled nearly 44,000 people 
in final testing of their vac-
cine. Every vaccine study is 
overseen by an independent 
“data and safety monitoring 
board,” or DSMB. These 
boards include scientists 
and statisticians who have 
no ties to the vaccine mak-
ers.

Early and incomplete test 
results indicate the vaccine 
against COVID-19 may be 
90% effective, officials said 
Monday.

Pfizer is on track to apply 
later this month for emer-
gency-use approval from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Ad-
ministration, once it has the 
necessary safety informa-
tion in hand.

“Based on the initial infor-
mation we have, I feel really 

good about it,” Dobbs said 
Thursday.

The state health depart-
ment is already working 
with doctors and pharma-
cists to plan the rollout of 
the vaccine, including where 
it will be stored, Dobbs said. 
The two-part vaccine must 
be kept in -94 degrees Fahr-
enheit (-70 Celsius) condi-
tions, presenting a challenge 
for health officials.

Dobbs noted Mississippi 
has received “minimal” fi-
nancial support from the 
federal government to aid in 
the disbursement of the vac-
cine. He said the state will 
need to continue to rely on 
the National Guard, whose 
help has been vital in oper-
ating Mississippi’s testing 
sites.

Dobbs said even when 
a vaccine becomes avail-
able, people will still need 
to wear masks and social 
distance. Mississippi is now 
facing a “severe surge” of 
new coronavirus cases, he 
said. In DeSoto County, 
there were almost as many 
new cases as three counties 
in the Jackson metro area 
combined during the last 
two weeks.

Republican Gov. Tate 
Reeves issued a mask man-
date in DeSoto and 14 other 
counties in Mississippi that 
have seen the fastest in-
creases in cases.

Dobbs said they are start-
ing to see “extreme stress” 
in the state’s health care 
system. There were no ICU 
beds available in Jackson 
Thursday, and a very limit-
ed amount available in other 
parts of the state.

The state health depart-
ment said Thursday that 
Mississippi, with a popula-
tion of about 3 million, has 
reported more than 130,600 
virus cases and at least 3,514 
deaths from COVID-19 

as of Wednesday evening. 
That’s an increase of 1,271 
cases of 17 deaths from the 
day before.

The department said 16 
people died between Nov. 5 
and Nov. 11, with informa-
tion from death certificates 
arriving later.

*Decorations
(Continued from page 1.)

participate must give 
your name and address 
to the committee by call-
ing or texting 662-633-
9633, or by messaging on 
Facebook either Tremain 
Johnson or Da Preacha 
Daughter.

Over 9,000 Mississippi students 
quarantined as virus spreads

Associated Press
As cases of coronavirus 

rise in Mississippi, health 
officials are warning that 
schools and extracurricular 
activities could turn into hot 
spots.

Several high school sports 
teams have had to cancel 
or postpone games due to 
infections in recent weeks. 
More than 9,000 students 
and almost 800 teachers 
were quarantined for coro-
navirus exposure in Missis-
sippi last week, according 
to the state Department of 
Health. Since the start of 
the school year, about 4,500 
students have tested positive 
for the virus.

“The schools have become 
one of the bigger issues this 
week,” State Epidemiolo-
gist Dr. Paul Byers said dur-
ing an online conversation 
Friday hosted by the Mis-
sissippi State Medical As-
sociation. “When we look 

at what’s going on in the 
schools, now is not the time 
to change our course. We 
need to continue to do those 
things that we did early on 
to make sure that we pre-
vent transmission in those 
settings.”

While students and staff 
are generally safe during 
learning time in classrooms, 
infections are occurring dur-
ing other hours, like when 
people are participating in 
after school activities, gath-
ering for lunch or social-
izing in school hallways, 
Byers said.

Tupelo High School and 
Lafayette County High 
School both had to for-
feit football playoff games 
this week because of CO-
VID-19 cases within the 
programs.

The boys’ and girls’ bas-
ketball teams at Leflore 
County High School went 
into quarantine after Tues-

day, when the students 
might have been exposed to 
the virus by someone from 
another team, the Green-
wood Commonwealth re-
ported.

“We are just following 
protocol. It’s the right move 
right now,” said Clinton 
Gatewood, athletics director 
for the Greenwood Leflore 
Consolidated School Dis-
trict.

Basketball and other in-
door activities during the 
winter season are of par-
ticular concern. Dr. Thom-
as Dobbs, Mississippi’s 
state health officer, recom-
mended that schools with 
outbreaks send students 
home for virtual learn-
ing for at least a couple of 
weeks out of caution. He 
said if schools move to vir-
tual learning, extracurricu-
lars should be temporarily 
halted, too.

“For crying out loud, if 

you go virtual as a school, 
that needs to include the 
extracurriculars, and the 
sports,” he said.

Byers said it’s important 
that schools stick to the 
Health Department’s guide-
lines for in-person learn-
ing during the pandemic. 
He said he has seen some 
schools talking about no 
longer mandating that stu-
dents quarantine if they are 
exposed to the virus and 
instead making it a parent’s 
decision whether or not a 
child stays home.

“That’s not going to work 
for us,” Byers said.

The state health depart-
ment said Saturday that 
Mississippi, with a popula-
tion of about 3 million, has 
reported 1,370 virus cases 
and at least 21 deaths from 
COVID-19 as of Friday eve-
ning. That’s an increase of 
65 cases and 16 deaths from 
the day before.


