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Jim Turcotte leads Mississippi College alumni office

Special to The Clinton Courier

After twenty-five years as an admin-
istrator at his alma mater, Jim Turcotte
is taking on a new duties as the uni-
versity’s executive director of alumni
affairs.

The Clintonian knows many of
MC’s more than 35,000 alumni across
the U.S. and around the globe. And he
says he is eager to encourage more of
them to get involved in the MC family.

The former MC Choctaws stand-
out kicker has already taken steps to
broaden the outreach. That includes
touching base with grads via an infor-
mative podcast, with MC President
Blake Thompson his first guest. It will
entail the usual road trips to cities like
Dallas, Memphis, Nashville, Atlanta
and Birmingham for alumni meetings.

He continues as vice president for
enrollment services, teaches a high-
er education finance class and over-
sees four outdoor sports. Archery, the
equestrian team, bass fishing and the
clay shooting squads all sit in his ad-
ministrative basket.

As MC begins its 194th academic
year, change is in the air on the Clin-
ton campus. It marks the second year
in office for Dr. Thompson, MC'’s lead-
er since July 2018. Turcotte says he is
delighted with his new responsibilities.

“I love the vision of Blake Thomp-

son,” Turcotte said. At his Nelson Hall
office, he’s pumped to report to work
as a major part of

we will also connect with people be-
yond.”

Helping Tur-
cotte will be ac-

the university ad-
ministration. “I like
the new excitement
in my work life.
There’s a skip in
my step.”

The Mississippi-
an pledges to step
up connections
with alumni, not
only in the nation,
but around the
world.

Whether  they
live in metro Jack-
son or as far away
as China, Missis-
sippi  College al-
ums have success
stories to tell. “Our
grads have done
remarkable things.
And there are sto-
ries yet to be writ- Jim Turcotte
ten,” Turcotte said.

“I will make a strong appeal to alumni
to send us the students we need.”

Many alumni are spread across the
Magnolia State, from Southaven to Bi-
loxi. “Over fifty percent of our alum-
ni live in Mississippi — that’s north of
18,000 alums,” Turcotte noted. “But

complished MC
staff members like
Chad Phillips and
Lisa Williams. Lori
Bobo, who served
as assistant director
of alumni affairs for
several years, joined
the university’s pub-
lic relations team.
A Clinton resident,
Bobo began work-
ing as the Christian
university’s coordi-
nator of public rela-
tions events in early
September.

Major activi-
ties are always be-
ing planned. The
university’s 2019

Special to The Clinton Courier Homecoming runs

from October 24-

26. MC leaders

welcome alums to a blitz of reunions,

concerts, a football game, parade, tail-

gating, golf tournament, awards dinner
and much more.

There are many dates on Dr. Tur-

cotte’s calendar. That includes an

alumni meeting tied to a November

4 men’s basketball exhibition match-
ing MC and Ole Miss on the Oxford
campus. There are trips to gather with
alums from Washington, D.C. to Los
Angeles.

Turcotte wears another hat as a
strong advocate of MC’s hometown of
Clinton. In January 2014, he served a
year as president of the Clinton Cham-
ber of Commerce.

A 1983 MC alumnus, the Mississip-
pian works tirelessly to strengthen re-
lationships between his alma mater and
Clinton. More than sixty percent of the
employees in Clinton public schools
are MC graduates. Many of the busi-
ness people in Clinton as well as retir-
ees in the city are MC grads.

On Turcotte’s emails, his tagline
sums up his commitment as an MC
leader. “Let’s do something great for
Mississippi College,” is his message.

With Turcotte making the job move,
Jonathan Ambrose serves as new asso-
ciate vice president of the student ex-
perience and dean of students.

In June 2014, Ambrose went to work
as MC’s associate dean of students. He
earned his doctorate in urban higher
education at Jackson State Universi-
ty’s executive leadership program. The
Clinton resident arrived at MC after
eight years as an administrator in the
student affairs division at Southeastern
Louisiana University.
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SHADY SPRINGS

Mobile Home Community
8061 North McRaven Road
Jackson, Mississippi 39209

For Information Call: (601) 956-5130

LOTS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR HOME

OR

1,2, & 3 DEDROOM RENTAL HOMES AVAILADLE

- Peaceful living atits best located on the outskirts of Clinton on
McRaven Road.
-We are in the excellent Clinton School District
- Just a few miles from Mississippi College
- We have spacious tree-shaded lots for single wide homes
To see our community from Interstate 20 take the Springridge Road
exit. Go South. Approximately 172 miles to McRaven Road. At that
signal light take a left.
Shady Springs is on your right.

**Availability and prices subject to change without prior notice**




