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Clinton Lady Arrows fall short
In state championship run

By Danny C. Davis

It had been thirteen years since
the Clinton High School Lady
Arrows had won a Class 6A state
basketball championship - or even
made a serious run for the title. But
under first-year head coach Pearl-
ine Fairley, CHS had a stellar sea-
son this year and advanced to the
Class 6A title game before falling
to defending girls Class 6A cham-
pion Olive Branch 75-51 on March
7 at Oxford.

Clinton finished 25-5 under Fair-
ley, who coached for eight seasons
at Pelahatchie.

"I am so proud of our girls and
how hard they fought this year," said
Fairley. "I knew not long after com-
ing to Clinton that they were going
to be a special group. They bought
in to what we were trying to do; and,
after going undefeated last summer
in summer play, they went undefeat-
ed in district - and then beat the #1
team in the state, Meridian, in the
playoffs."

Clinton got off to a good start

against Olive Branch, taking a 3-0
lead, but fell behind 17-9 in the first
quarter before closing it to 17-14
at the end of the first quar-
ter. CHS fought back and
trailed only 37-34 at the
half, but ran into foul
trouble and had a
tough time defend-
ing Endya Buford,
the Mississippi High
School Gatorade
Girls’ Player of the
year for 2019-2020.
She had forty points
against CHS, and
about half of those
were free throws.

"We got into foul trou-
ble real early, and that re-
ally hurt us," said Fairley.

"When our top scorer, Jakay-

la Johnson, got a lot of fouls called
against her early in the game, we
had to sit her, and that really hurt us
in trying to come back."

Johnson, who averaged 17 points
a game, 428 total points going into
the title game, had four fouls in the

third period and had to

come out until
late in the
game.

She
led Clinton
scoring with ten

points.
"Our second leading scorer, Kim-
breyell McBride, (13 point aver-

age, 356 points headed into the title
game) just did not have her best scor-
ing game with Jakayla out. And we
just did not do our best job of slow-
ing Buford down. But I am so proud
of what we accomplished this year.
Nobody expected us to be here."

Starters this season included se-
niors Johnson and McBride, junior
Kynnedy Parker, and sophomores

Keniija Flowers and Ariana

Durrell.

"We are going to really miss
our six seniors. They have
played together since the sev-
enth grade and are so special.

Jakayla had two torn ACL

injuries and fought so hard to

come back to lead us in scoring
and rebounding this year."

"But we are excited about the fu-
ture of our program, too," said Fair-
ley. "We have three starters and a
lot of young talented girls coming
back. If they put in the work like
they did this year, we can get back
to the championship game."
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“Tangled”

Dance Camp = June 8-12

Dancing Divas
June 22-26

KIDS FOR
CHRIST

941 Hwy 80 East, Clinton, MS 39056
Email: kidsforchristpa@yahoo.com
website: www.kidsforchristpa.com

Debbie & Mike Cashion - Owners/Directors

“Lion King”
Musical Theater Camp - July 20-24

~

5:00
5:30
6:30
7:30

Age 2
Ages 5-6
Ages 3-4
Ages 7-10

Ages 11 & older

“Backhand Spring”
Camp = July 13-17

5:30
6:30
7:30

Ages 5-7
Ages 8-10
Ages 11 & older

Register Early
Space Is Limited

Early Bird Special
Register for two camps 10 days
before your camp date and take

$10 off

your total camp fee!!
Celebrating 30 years praising
God through the arts!

Don’t miss the fun!!!!!
To register for a summer camp, or for more information,

6:00 pm Ages 5-6 :30
Ages 3-4 6:30

Ages 7-10 7:30

“Flip It”

Cheer & Tumble Camp - June 15-19
Age 2 5:00
Ages 5-6 5:30
Ages 3-4 6:30
Ages 7-10 7:30

visit our website: www.kidsforchristpa.com




