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Marijane Whitfield: The heart of teaching art

By Katherine R. Dougan

Marijane Whitfield, a retired art
teacher who taught at Clinton Junior
High School for twenty-nine years,
confessed she didn’t think she was
interesting enough for an article to be
written about her. However, the nearly
3,500 students she taught likely do not
feel the same way.

Former students recall her class-
room with fondness: “We were in
the old seventh grade building; the
basement underneath the east wing,
I guess you’d call it.” The old junior
high building was where the current
Mississippi College band and theater
annex on Fairmont Street is now lo-
cated.

Whitfield recalls that, when she first
started teaching at Callaway High
School in Jackson prior to coming to
Clinton, she was very young and very
tiny.

“I went into the faculty room and
got into trouble for getting a cup of
tea,” she said. “They thought I was a
kid.” However, things had changed by
the time she retired from teaching in
Clinton years later. “Before I retired,
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Marijane Whitfield as the Pope and
Anthony Thaxton as Michelangelo during
Thaxton’s first year of teaching alongside
Whitfield at CJHS

I’'m pretty sure I was the oldest person
in the building; that’s including the
janitors and principals!” she said.

Whitfield taught in one of the two
basement rooms in the seventh grade
building in Clinton, and was at that
time the only art teacher.

“I told them [students] every year
my expectations: One of the big
things I was about is [that] in this
class, we’re all going to respect each
other. If you disrespect me, you’ll be
in trouble; but, if you disrespect oth-
ers, you will be in just as much trou-
ble,” she would say. “I’'m going to be
upset with you if you don’t do your
work, but you should be just as upset
if I’m not doing what I’m supposed to
be doing to teach you.”

She and her students were, in a
sense, partners, Whitfield explained.

“It was a lot more about teaching
than art.” She would tell her students
at the beginning of each year: “This
class might be the most important
class you’re going to have this year.
I’m telling you right now - you have a
chance to think, to do things that you
didn’t know you could do. English
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