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Jelks named State 
Farm student athlete 

Special to The Clinton Courier

State Farm recently named their December student athlete awards. Jada 
Jelks, Clinton High School junior soccer player, was awarded. Pictured (l 
to r) are Jelks and State Farm Agent Tim Bruss.

Mississippi students selected as 
candidates for U.S. Presidential Scholars
Special to The Clinton Courier

The 2020 U.S. Presidential Schol-
ars Program selected 113 Mississippi 
students as candidates for the nation-
al award.   Three of them are from 
Clinton: Aaron Graves, Isaac Martin-
olich, and Kevin Zhang, all students 
at Clinton High School. 

Students that have been selected as 
candidates have an opportunity to be-
come one of the 161 U.S. Presidential 
Scholars.  The scholars represent ex-
cellence in education and the prom-
ise of greatness in young people.

All students that have made it to 
the candidacy level were mailed the 
necessary materials from the U.S. 
Department of Education to contin-
ue the next phase of the application 
process.   The application process is a 
distinguished honor and by invitation 
only.  Only students that have been 
selected as a candidate in each state 
received this invitation. 

A national review committee of 
qualified individuals experienced in 
secondary and post-secondary edu-
cation evaluates candidates on their 
academic achievement, personal 
characteristics, leadership and ser-
vice activities, and the quality and 
content of their essays. Semifinalists 
will be announced in April and the 

final scholars list will be announced 
in May. Scholars will be invited to 
Washington, DC, for several days 
in June to receive the Presidential 
Scholars Medallion at a recognition 
ceremony and to participate in events 
and activities.

“We are very proud of our 113 stu-
dent candidates for the 2020 U.S. 
Presidential Scholars Program and 
encourage them to complete the next 
phase of the process by returning all 
of the application materials they re-
ceived from the U.S. Department of 
Education. This is a great honor and 
showcases the tremendous talents of 
our graduating seniors in Mississip-
pi,” said Dr. Carey Wright, state su-
perintendent of education.

The U.S. Presidential Scholars 
Program was established in 1964, 
by Executive Order of the President, 
to recognize and honor some of the 
nation’s most distinguished graduat-
ing high school seniors.  In 1979, the 
program was extended to recognize 
students who demonstrate exception-
al talent in the visual, creative and 
performing arts.   In 2015, the pro-
gram was again extended to recog-
nize students who demonstrate abil-
ity and accomplishment in career and 
technical education fields.  
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1 Legare Ct. - Southern Oaks - $398,500
Southern charm at its �nest.  Custom built one owner home.  Updated Kitchens and baths. 4 
bedrooms and 4 full baths!  Three car garage. Beautiful patio, covered porches, private landscaped 
backyard and lots more.  

 5 Lafayette Circle - Southern Oaks  - $495,000
4 Bed/3.5 Bath. Beautifully Updated Kitchen: Quartz, Stainless, Wall Oven, Convection/Microwave, 
Warming Drawer and more. Stunning Master Bath: Marble double vanity tops and �oors, soaker tub 
and custom shower. Huge Walk in Attic, Floored with built in shelving. 3 car garage/shop. Brick, Wood, 
Marble �ooring. Mature trees and lawn manicured to perfection. MUST SEE!
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