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MC, CHS grad stays on the 
front lines as a FEMA official
Special to The Clinton Courier

Richard Morris runs from one di-
saster to the next as a Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) 
official.

Based in Texas, the Clinton High 
School and Mississippi College com-
munication gradu-
ate stays on the front 
lines in the midst of 
the COVID-19 cri-
sis.

The pace picked 
up the past two 
months for Morris, 
a FEMA emergen-
cy management 
specialist. His vast 
FEMA region sup-
ports citizens in 
Texas, Arkansas, 
Louisiana, New 
Mexico and Okla-
homa.

Officials are team-
ing to provide a na-
tionwide response 
“to the COVID-19 
pandemic to protect 
the health and safe-
ty of the American people,” he says.

Morris moved to Dallas in Septem-
ber 2019 to accept a new position 
with FEMA’s regional office in Den-
ton.

He’s one of the staffers assigned to 
FEMA’s Regional Response Coor-
dination Center. Employees provide 
response and recovery efforts to all 
five states and tribal governments. 
He began staffing the office on March 
21 as COVID-19 cases soared. He’s 
the FEMA voluntary agency liaison 
leader and mass care lead officer.

Morris works in the FEMA region 
to “collect information and maintain 
situational awareness of what their 
current needs are,” says the 2015 MC 
alumnus. He examines current needs 
and sizes up future challenges.

His work in emergency manage-
ment began taking shape as an MC 
student.

“Richard has amazed me!” says 
communication professor Mignon 
Kucia. “When I first met Richard, 
he was unsure about what he wanted 
to do. Once he completed a required 
internship with MEMA [Mississippi 
Emergency Management Agency], 
he was hooked on disaster prepared-

ness.”
Before long, 

the Mississip-
pi native landed 
a position with 
FEMA. “That fits 
him well.”

Morris assist-
ed Texas families 
as a FEMA offi-
cial in 2017 after 
Hurricane Harvey 
battered the Hous-
ton area and oth-
er parts of south 
Texas. There were 
more than 300,000 
applications for in-
dividual assistance 
to help survivors. 
At the time, he 
brought in volun-
teer agencies to 

support FEMA officials working with 
the state of Texas.

“What I do will and has helped the 
survivors indirectly through the vol-
untary organizations providing sup-
port,” Morris said in October 2017.

Morris worked for FEMA in West 
Virginia when the state was hit by 
flash flooding. He spent a year with 
the federal agency in Louisiana fol-
lowing widespread flooding in 2016.

Morris is among many profes-
sionals working daily amid the 
COVID-19 crisis. He joins an army 
of nurses, doctors, physician assis-
tants and first responders offering 
help, to name a few. An MC gradu-
ate and adjunct instructor at the Bap-
tist-affiliated university, Steve Mc-
Craney serves as deputy director at 
the Mississippi Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. He’s the former public 
safety director at his alma mater.

 

Premier Foot Clinic | 705 Highway 80 West | Clinton, MS

Premier Foot Clinic
brings healthcare closer 

to home during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
Visit your doctor 
electronically, 
Monday-Friday

9 am - 5 pm
Requirements: 

Computer or smartphone with 
internet access

(601) 926-1500
www.premierfootclinic.com

Foot Relief?
Let’s get started!

COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM!  Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now!  Now offering a
$10,000 scholarship qualified applicants.
Call CTI for details!  833-992-0228 (M-F
8am-6pm ET)
EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY DEGREE
ONLINE! Earn your Associates Degree
ONLINE with CTI!  Great career advance-
ment with the right credentials!  Learn
who's hiring!  Call 833-992-0228.  (M-F
8am-6pm ET)
PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy:  1-866-664-
4140
TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTI!  Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months!  Call
833-992-0228.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

CHURCH FURNITURE - FACTORY
DIRECT! Custom built, pews and pulpit
furniture and cushions for hard pews.
Factory Direct to you.  Call for quote. 1-
800-231-8360. www.pews1.com
ENJOY 100% Perfectly Tender and
Guaranteed! 20 Main Courses PLUS
get 4 FREE Burgers. Order The Butcher’s
Bundle - ONLY $69.99. Call 1-855-398-
5977, mention code: 61086LDF or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/dinner192
GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS.
The weather is increasingly unpredictable.
Be prepared for power outages. FREE 7-
year extended warranty ($695 value).
Schedule your in-home assessment today.
Call 1-844-316-8630. Special financing
for qualified customers.

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350) procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. (Don’t
wait!) Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1 - 8 5 5 - 3 9 7 - 7 0 4 5
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
al and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-
439-8447 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/ms

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies!  Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more!  To
learn more, call now!  877-368-0628
VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your taxes.  Running or not!  All condi-
tions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for
details. 855-400-8263
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIED ADVERTIS-
ING available in over 90 newspapers.
Call 601-981-3060 to place your adver-
tising order.

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-978-
3110

DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY?  Appeal! If you're 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help get
you approved! No money out of pocket!
Call 601-203-3826

Week of May 17, 2020

M e d i c a l  S u p p l i e s

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

S e r v i c e s - L e g a l

M i s c e l l a n e o u s

I n s u r a n c eC l a s s e s  /  T r a i n i n g

F o r  S a l e

S e r v i c e s - G e n e r a l

Place Your Classified Ad
STATEWIDE

In 100 Newspapers!

To order, call your local
newspaper or

MS Press Services at 
601-981-3060.

STATEWIDE RATES:
Up to 25 words...........$210
1 col. x 2 inch.............$525
1 col. x 3 inch.............$785
1 col. x 4 inch...........$1050

Nationwide Placement
Available

Call MS Press Services 
601-981-3060
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MC communication graduate Richard Morris
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