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HIGHPOINTE BAPTIST CHURCH
WHERE JESUS IS THE POINT!

COME GROW WITH US!

By Katherine R. Dougan 

Residents in all city wards are 
bringing complaints to Aldermen and 
Mayor Phil Fisher about rental houses 
that have been turned into boarding 
houses in the city. At the Board’s June 
1 work session, the problem and pos-
sible solutions were discussed.

“Got a lot of complaints in the 
city,” Fisher said. “The Dunton Road, 
Huntcliff area; people have a two- to 
three-bedroom house and rent to five 
college students.” This causes not 
only an overcrowded house with in-
creased noise, but also causes a prob-
lem where there are too many cars to 
park in the rental house’s driveway. 
“I know MC students don’t have par-
ties on the weekend, but when people 
come to their houses and have a party 
…” Fisher quipped.

“I’m hearing a lot of complaints 
about basically boarding houses go-
ing on. In part of Woodmoor [a resi-
dence has] five cars and three on the 
street. There are lots of finger streets 
in Woodmoor, and you can’t even get 
trash trucks down the street,” Ward 
1 Alderman David Ellis said. In this 
area, there are condos rather than 
family homes, Fisher said. “A lot of 
those are condos with just space for 
one car.”

At issue is ensuring the language 
of the ordinance being discussed is 

clear to differentiate multi-genera-
tional families in one house from a 
large group of unrelated individuals 
pitching in to rent a home in the city’s 
neighborhood.

“I think we need to be precise 
and accurate in our language, if we 
can - not enforcement directed at 
multi-generational families,” City At-
torney William Purdie said. 

Ellis said that, if there’s a family 
and they are all related, they should 
be able to live in the same house. 

“We do have lots of children who 
still live with their parents for a long 
time. Up to twenty-six years old can 
stay in the house and have their par-
ents’ insurance. I think what we’ll 

have to do is take it on a case-by-case 
basis,” Fisher said.

“How far out [are we] going with 
blood? Brothers, sisters, parents, first 
degree of relatives…” Ward 2 Alder-
man Jim Martin asked.

Ellis suggested that any in the home 
determined to be dependents can live 
there. “[Also] to include natural chil-
dren, adopted and stepchildren,” Pur-
die said.

“How does it work if you have a 
four-bedroom house and not enough 
room to park?” queried Ward 4 Alder-
man Keith Perritt. “They should be 
able to park 2/2 in the driveway.” 

“The idea is to get them off of the 
street,” Fisher replied.

“Anything that requires an occu-
pancy permit is how this [ordinance 
under discussion] is written,” Purdie 
said. 

Several aldermen mentioned the 
problem of how to enforce the ordi-
nance. “There’s rental inspections 
once a year. I think we’ll get anony-
mous complaints, and they can root it 
out there,” Fisher said.

“The burden of proof is on the prop-
erty owner,” Ellis said. “So, however 
they determine compliance is up to 
them, but they must be in compliance 
at all times.”

“The issue is when you’ve got seven 
college [students] running amuck in a 
three-bedroom house. Let’s not grind 
it in the dirt,” Fisher said. “We’ve 
got to have some mechanism for this. 
[We] can go in to inspect once a year 
for rental property. If we go in to in-
spect and there’s sleeping bags rolled 
out all over the place…”

The Board agreed to continue to 
work on the wording of the ordinance, 
and to seek Fire Chief Jeff Black-
ledge’s input on the matter.

The next meeting of the Board of 
Alderman and Mayor will be held at 
7 p.m. on June 16 at the municipal 
courtroom, 305 Monroe Street.

The next work session of the Board 
and Mayor will be held at 5:30 p.m. 
on Monday, July 6, in the conference 
room at 300 Jefferson Street. 

Board discusses boarding houses, off-street parking

Katherine R. Dougan 

Cars parked in streets due to excessive numbers of residents in rental houses are raising 
concerns and may necessitate a changes to City ordinances.
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