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Sales revenue numbers
anxiously awaited by City

By Katherine R. Dougan

A concern shared by Clinton City of-
ficials as well as other municipalities
throughout the state and United States
is the loss of retail tax revenue because
of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has
resulted in business closings and resi-
dents sheltering in place for the past three
months.

As the numbers for retail tax revenues
start to come in, the
City of Clinton has
actual revenue fig-
ures from March
2020 and project-
ed figures for April
2020.

“Basically, what
you receive in May
[the retail revenue
numbers] is actu-
ally two months’
behind [revenue
for March],” City
Clerk Russell Wall
explained to the al-
dermen and mayor
at the June 1 work
session. “The one I'm really looking for
is April; we’ll get it in in June.”

For March 2020, there is a shortfall of
retail tax revenues for the fiscal year of
about $466,385, Wall said.

“That could change when we get [the
numbers] in April, but that’s where I
think we are right now,” said Wall.

“When the City prepared the FY2020
budget, we projected we would receive
$5,267,900 for the year to date. Since we
budgeted for $5,267,900 and I now proj-
ect we will receive only $4,801,515, that
is a shortfall of the budgeted amount of
$466,385 for the year,” Wall explained.

“What was March last year versus
March this year?” Ward 6 Mike Cashion
asked.

“The 420,660 is the March 2020
amount we received [from the Depart-
ment of Revenue] in May 2020, and the
$429,799 is the March 2019 amount we
received in May 2019,” Wall said.

Stores in Clinton send the amount of
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tax they collect to the Department of
Revenue (DOR) the next month fol-
lowing collection. Then, the following
month, the DOR sends that money to
the City. As an example, the stores send
the March collections to the DOR in
April, and then the DOR sends the City
the March collections in May, Wall ex-
plained.

“One of the other things is that it’s hard
getting info out of the Department of
Revenue. We do get
numbers from their
website, but it’s in
big chunks, such as
for the total number
of hotels, motels
and restaurants. |
can’t sit down and
take last year and
[compare it to] this
year, because they
[DOR] won’t give it
to us,” Wall said.

Cashion  men-
tioned that some
numbers he’s re-
viewed show that
grocery stores were
up, but not dramatically.

“They are up ten to fifteen percent,
but the ten to fifteen percent is from a
big number. We’re going to be singing
praises of Clinton not being a retail mec-
ca. That’s going to be our saving grace,
to some degree. Even restaurants that
are down forty percent is a significant-
ly smaller number than seventy-five to
eighty percent down in retail,” Cashion
explained.

“The only thing that bothers me is the
hotels; seeing those empty parking lots,”
Mayor Phil Fisher said. “But, if rumors
are to be believed, Walmart was up fif-
ty percent [this year] compared to last
year.”

“We still, at 25,000 residents, have
stores: Walmart, Kroger, Walgreens, all
these anchor stores that do bookoodles of
business, Home Depot and these things.
Having those stores might hurt, but not
hurt as much,” Ward 4 Alderman Keith
Perritt said.
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Always Said - Makes A Great Father's Day
Giftl mydaddyalwayssaid.com

Classes / Training

COMPUTER and IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the skills to
become a Computer and Help Desk
Professional now!  Now offering a
$10,000 scholarship qualified applicants.
Call CTl for details! 833-992-0228 (M-F
8am-6pm ET)

EARN YOUR HOSPITALITY DEGREE
ONLINE! Earn your Associates Degree
ONLINE with CTI!' Great career advance-
ment with the right credentials! Learn
who's hiring! Call 833-992-0228. (M-F
8am-6pm ET)

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN TRAINING
PROGRAMS From Ultimate Medical
Academy Offer Quality Healthcare
Education to Students 100% online.-
Ultimate Medical Academy: 1-866-664-
4140

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL
BILLING! Become a Medical Office
Professional online at CTIl Get Trained,
Certified & ready to work in months! Call
833-992-0228. (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

GOT LAND IN MISSISSIPPI? Our
hunters will pay TOP $$$ to hunt your
land. Call for a FREE info packet and
quote. 1-866-309-1507.
www.BaseCampleasing.com

COW FEED. Damaged Com, also dam-
aged Soybean. Excellent cow feed. Cotton
gin frash - high protein. 5x5 Mixed Grass
Hay. Ferfilized, net wrap. Delivery avail-
able. 731-676-0857

ENJOY 100% GUARANTEED, deliv-
ered to-the-door Omaha Steaks! Get 4
FREE Burgers Order The Griller's Bundle -
ONLY $79.99. Call 1-855-398-5977
mention code: 63281CMC or visit
www.omahasteaks.com/family230
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Books For Sale Services-General
A TIME TO READ. A time to laugh - o GENERAC STANDBY GENERATORS. DISH NETWORK. $59.99 for 190
time o really - really lough. My Daddy  The weather is increasingly unpredictable. ~ Channels!  Blazing  Fast  Internet,

Be prepared for power outages. FREE 7-
year extended warranty ($695 value).
Schedule your in-home assessment today.
Call 1-844-316-8630. Special financing
for qualified customers.

$19.99/mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get o FREE $100 Viso Gift Card. FREE
Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call today! 1-
877-628-3143

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company. Coverage
for (350) procedures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount plan. (Don't
waitl) Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the details!
1-855-397-7045
www.dental50plus.com/mspress #6258
UP TO $15,000.00 of GUARANTEED
Life Insurance! No medical exam or
health questions. Cash to help pay funer-
ol and other final expenses.Call
Physicians Life Insurance Company- 844-
439-8447 or visit
www.Life55plus.info/ms

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save money
on your diabetic supplies!  Convenient
home shipping for monitors, test strips,
insulin pumps, catheters and more! To
learn more, call now! 877-368-0628

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills
SPECIAL $99.00 FREE Shipping! 100%
guaranteed. CALL NOW! 844-821-3242

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.
Receive maximum value of write off for
your faxes. Running or not! All condi-
tions accepted. Free pickup. Call for
details. 855-400-8263

Services-General

DIRECTV - Switch and Save!
$39.99/month. Select All-Included
Package. 155 Channels. 1000s of
Shows/Movies On Demand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade. Premium movie chan-
nels, FREE for 3 mos! Call 1-855-978-
3110

Services-Legal

DENIED SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILI-
TY? Appeal! If you're 50+, filed for SSD
and denied, our attorneys can help get

you approved! No money out of pocket!
Call 601-203-3826

Wanted To Buy

FREON WANTED: We pay $8S for
cylinders and cans. R12 R500 R11 R113
R114. Convenient. Certified
Professionals. Call 312-779-0402 or
visit www.RefrigerantFinders.com

Statewide
Classified Ads!

90+ newspapers for ong low rate!
To order your advertising, call

Mississippi Press Services
Sue Hicks, 601-981-3060
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Make checks payable to The Clinton Courier.
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