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PLACES OF WORSHIP
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All in-person worship has been suspended until we receive an "all 
clear" notice from the authorities.  Our Congregation is worshipping 

together electronically via ZOOM.  This limits participation to only 
those to whom the link and password has been provided.  If anyone 

else wishes to participate, they can send me a request at 
gracepastordave1@gmail.com
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SUNDAY
9:00 AM Worship

ONLINE ONLY
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Special to Long Beach Breeze 

The University of Southern Mis-
sissippi recently announced that 
USM will not be able to host Com-
mencement ceremonies that were 
tentatively rescheduled for August, 
citing public health officials’ sig-
nificant concern for spikes in cases 
of COVID-19 across the state and 
strongly advising against large gath-
erings.

In an official statement, the uni-
versity said, “We understand that 
Commencement is among the most 
treasured traditions for our graduat-
ing students and their families, and 
we remain committed to welcoming 
all Class of 2020 graduates as par-
ticipants in the next Commencement 
ceremonies we are able to host in 
person. Specific information regard-
ing next steps has been sent to grad-
uates via email and may be accessed 

online.”
“We extend our sincere 

apologies to our Class of 
2020, and we share in 
the disappointment 
of this difficult de-
cision, but we are 
concerned about 
the elevated 
risk associated 
with the size 
of our gradu-
ating class and 
guests gather-
ing in one loca-
tion.”

The university 
said that the diffi-
culty in predicting 
the status of evolving 
public health guidelines 
may result in changes to plans 
for Commencement ceremonies 
currently scheduled for December, 

as well. University officials are con-
tinuing to monitor all appli-

cable public health guid-
ance and will com-

municate a final 
decision regard-

ing December 
ceremonies by 
September 15.

The USM 
Fall 2020 ac-
ademic calen-
dar has been 
condensed to 

minimize stu-
dent travel to 

help prevent the 
potential spread of 

COVID-19.
The new calendar 

calls for classes to begin on 
Monday, August 17.

The two days formerly scheduled 
as fall break will be regular class 

meeting days.
The last day of instruction for the 

semester will be Monday, Novem-
ber 23, followed by a reading day on 
Tuesday, November 24.

Final exams will be held online 
the week of November 30 for the 
majority of classes.

The modified fall calendar is one 
part of a comprehensive strategy the 
University is developing and imple-
menting to help ensure a successful 
academic year for students, faculty 
and staff. Additional health proto-
cols and procedures will be imple-
mented in the fall, following ongo-
ing consultation with public health 
officials and forthcoming guidance 
from the IHL Safe Start Task Force.

The USM Fall 2020 academic 
calendar can be viewed online at 
https://bit.ly/30t0gOR. Commence-
ment information can be found at 
https://bit.ly/2B3FbjX.
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