
coach.
Dr. Wesley Totten, chair 

of the UTM agriculture 
department, has been 
instrumental in working 
with Carpenter through the 
turf management program, 
and the coach pointed to 
many others who helped 
make the possible — for-
mer UTM chancellor Dr. 
Tom Rakes, the late Dr. 
Jerry Gresham, Al Hooten 
and former athletic direc-
tor Phil Dane.

He also noted that noth-
ing would have been possi-
ble without the program’s 
boosters and players’ par-
ents.
BLOW THE WHISTLE

Officiating high school 
football and basketball and 
at the collegiate level has 
enabled Carpenter to meet 
a lot of people from all 
across the country.

His favorite person and 
best friend, though, was 
just a short drive away in 
Union City.

Carpenter gets emotion-
al when he talks about the 
late Jere Baldridge, who 
he became friends with in 
1967.

“He was my best friend 
in the world,” Carpenter 
said. “We both registered in 
1968, and we called a mil-
lion games together, foot-
ball and basketball. Jere 
could get along with any-

body. If you couldn’t get 
along with Jere Baldridge, 
there was something wrong 
with you.”

Carpenter called his first 
game, at Hornbeak High 
School, with Johnny Tate, 
another long-time ref from 
Union City.

Carpenter has seen 
some of the greatest play-
ers and coaches the state 
of Tennessee has to offer, 
from Penny Hardaway 
and William Bedford as 
prep basketball players 
in Memphis to legendary 
Shelbyville girls’ head 
coach Rick Insell, now the 
women’s coach at Middle 
Tennessee State.

He has high praise for 
former local and area 
coaches Jimmy Whitby, 
Harry Ferguson, Fred 
Gamlin and Elvin Hatch 
in basketball and Randy 
Barnes, Jim Poteete and 
John Tucker in football, 
has seen some wild things 
from fans in the stands 
and calls former Haywood 
County High School and 
University of Kentucky 
standout Tony Delk the 
best basketball player he’s 
ever seen.

Some of Carpenter’s 
highest praise is reserved 
for current UTM wom-
en’s head man Kevin 
McMillan.

“I first met him when 
he was coaching at 
Millington,” Carpenter 
said. “We went down 
and worked a tourna-

ment. I thought, ‘Who is 
this young guy?’ Teams 
were pretty good; first 
time coaching. Went back 
another year, same way. 
Another year, same way. I 
thought, ‘Wow, this guy is 
good.’”

When the Westview girls’ 
job opened up, Carpenter 
campaigned for McMillan 
to get that job and then did 
the same when the UTM 
women’s job came open. 
McMillan got both, and 
each program took huge 
steps forward that continue 
today.

“As I tell people, he’s 
got a plan for getting off 
the bus, walking across the 
parking lot and going in 
the gym,” Carpenter said. 
“I’ve been around him a 
bunch. He’s the best; he’s 
just prepared. Whatever 
the situation is, whether 
it’s fast, whether it’s slow, 
whether it’s rough, wheth-
er it’s finesse, he can adapt 
to it.

“I picked up a lot of 
things that I’ve used from 
him, too. A lot of what 
little success I’ve had, with 
handling people and hav-
ing a plan and this and that, 
I’ve taken a lot of things 
from Kevin McMillan.”

Carpenter has worked 
numerous state tourna-
ments and playoff games 
and has been honored 
for his work many times, 
including induction into 
the TSSAA Hall of Fame 
in 2006.

STILL AROUND
While he is retiring as 

head coach, Carpenter 
will still be around to help 
Swafford and work in 
fundraising.

And, he’s going to make 
sure the Rhodes Center 
stays immaculate, too.

“I’ll continue to help 
him,” Carpenter said. “If 
he wants me to recruit with 
him, sometimes you go to 
a tournament, you need 
two people. I’ll still help 
him fundraise.

“When we built this 
place, and I got it in the 
shape it’s in, I made myself 
a promise and I made Bill 
Rhodes a promise: As long 
as I’m living and I can, I’m 
going to make sure that 
place is in first-class shape. 
It’s going to be first-class, 
I promise you that.”

He also hopes he has 
passed on a philosophy 
that has served him well.

“One thing that I live by 
and try to teach my players 
is to treat people the way 
you wish to be treated,” 
he said.

Something Carpenter 
won’t miss will be all the 
administrative work.

“I tell everybody that 
this is what I’m glad to 
be getting rid of — paper-
work.”

Nothing wrong with 
being done with that a few 
months early.

Sports editor Kevin Weaks 
can be contacted by email at 
kweaks@ucmessenger.com.
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LAST ONE — The 2020 UT Martin golf team had its 
season shut down earlier this month when COVID-19 
prompted the NCAA to shut down all spring sports. The 
early finish marked the end of Jerry Carpenter’s head 
coaching career. Members of the team include (from left, 

kneeling) head coach Jerry Carpenter, Jacob Uehlein, 
Mason Chandler, Bryson Morrell, Nick Wolf, assistant 
coach Austin Swafford, (standing) Peyton Dix, Jack 
Story, Luke Smith, Ross Redmont, Tate Chumley and 
volunteer assistant Scott Carpenter.

By TIM REYNOLDS
AP Basketball Writer

The documentary look-
ing at Michael Jordan’s last 
championship season with 
the Chicago Bulls is set for 
release nearly two months 
sooner than expected with 
no sports to air due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

ESPN and Netflix 
announced on Tuesday 
that the 10-part documen-
tary series called “The Last 
Dance” will air next month 
and will run in the U.S. over 
five consecutive Sunday 

nights starting April 19 and 
running through May 17.

There will be two hour-
long episodes on each of 
those nights, airing back-
to-back at 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
locally.

ESPN was originally 
planning to release the 
documentary in June, when 
this season’s NBA Finals 
were to be played but those 
plans were accelerated.

“April 19th can’t come 
fast enough. I CAN NOT 
WAIT!!” Los Angeles 
Lakers star LeBron James 

tweeted upon hearing news 
of the series’ long-awaited 
release.

The series will include 
never-before-seen footage 
from that season, one where 
the team chased its sixth 
championship in a span of 
eight years.

“As society navigates this 
time without live sports, 
viewers are still looking to 
the sports world to escape 
and enjoy a collective 
experience,” ESPN said in 
a statement.

“We’ve heard the calls 

from fans asking us to move 
up the release date for this 
series, and we’re happy to 
announce that we’ve been 
able to accelerate the pro-
duction schedule to do just 
that.”

The documentary is near-
ly a quarter-century in the 
making.

It was born in the fall of 
1997 when Jordan, Bulls 
owner Jerry Reinsdorf and 
coach Phil Jackson allowed 
an NBA Entertainment film 
crew permission to follow 
the team all season.

ESPN moves up release of Jordan documentary

By TIM BOOTH
AP Sports Writer

SEATTLE (AP) — Even 
with major leaguers likely 
to receive some semblance 
of another spring training to 
get ready, teams are going 
to have to be creative with 
how they handle starting 
pitchers whenever baseball 
returns.

The last thing anyone 
wants is arm problems to 
arise almost immediate-
ly after baseball restarts 
— whenever that ends up 
being because of coronavi-
rus outbreak. 

“Possibly having a six-
man rotation or something 
along those lines. Maybe a 
piggyback situation for us 
just those first couple out-
ings,” Seattle left-hander 
Marco Gonzales said dur-
ing a conference call on 
Tuesday.

Gonzales was slated to 
be the Mariners’ starter on 
opening day.

“Maybe we go three or 
four innings for the start-
ers,” he said. “And that’s 
who this affects most really 
is starting pitchers. Maybe 
we have a piggyback situ-
ation or something along 
those lines.

“Like I said, those are 
things we need to get cre-
ative with.”

No one knows when 
baseball will start again 
after being derailed by the 
COVID-19 virus pandem-
ic. Players want to play as 

many games as possible 
— even into November and 
December possibly — with-
out risking their health. 

For pitchers, and specifi-
cally starters, the unknowns 
can be unnerving.

After weeks in Arizona 
and Florida of building up 
arm strength pointed toward 
the start of the regular sea-
son, they’re back into off-
season mode trying not to 
lose all that was gained dur-
ing spring training. 

“I think that as starting 
pitchers — I’m speaking 
for myself and probably a 
bunch of other guys on the 
team — we’re doing every-
thing we can to maintain 
kind of where we were, 
getting our up-and-downs 
and our pitch counts and 
all of that,” Chicago White 
Sox All-Star Lucas Giolito 
said.

Gonzales said he’s view-
ing this stretch as though 
it’s the December portion 
of his offseason throwing 
program.

He’s been trying to find 
empty fields near his home 
in Seattle to go throw on 
occasion with a teammate, 
but it’s mostly been limited 
to just long toss. 

Still, between the lim-
ited throwing and having 
a home gym in his base-
ment, Gonzales estimated 
between three to four weeks 
of build-up would probably 
be needed to get ready for 
the start of a season. 

Pitchers will start over
when baseball resumes

By DAVID GINSBURG
AP Sports Writer

At a time when America 
is trying to cope with the 
financial fallout created 
by the deadly coronavirus, 
the renewal of NFL season 
tickets is not exactly a high 
priority. Not in the midst 
of soaring unemployment, 
business closures and a vol-
atile stock market.

Most teams understand 
this, and have acted accord-
ingly.

Twenty-eight of the 32 
NFL clubs have reached 
out to season ticket holders 
with the offer of extending 
the next deadline for pay-
ment or negotiations on a 
case-by-case basis. Broncos 
fans faced a deadline for 
final payment on Feb. 1.

“There’s a lot of people 
who are being incredibly 
affected by this crisis and 
may not have the funds 
available to complete the 
purchase of their season 
tickets,” Ravens president 
Dick Cass said. “We’re 
dealing with a lot of sea-
son ticket holders who have 
been with us for 20 years 
and we don’t want to lose 
them. So we’re going to 
work with them, and hope-
fully we can find a solution 
that works for everybody.”

The Ravens announced 
Tuesday on Twitter that 
the final payment for 2020 
tickets has been extended 
from May 15 to June 15.

David and Joanne 
Michaelson, who have 
owned their tickets since 
the team moved from 
Cleveland to Baltimore in 
1996, appreciated the ges-
ture.

“Even people like us 
who can afford season 
tickets will face a tremen-
dous amount of financial 
challenges in the coming 
months, and any little bit of 
financial assistance - even 
extending our payment 
deadline - will be helpful,” 
Joanne said. 

Only three NFL teams 
— the Cowboys, 49ers and 
Bengals — apparently are 
maintaining the status quo 
regarding payments due. 

The Cowboys have not 
yet reached out to their fans, 
although a longtime season 
ticket holder says that while 
the deadline for payment on 
personal seats licenses has 
already passed, it’s usually 
sometime in April before 
there’s an update on season 
tickets. 

The San Francisco 49ers 
remain in a business-
as-usual mode, and the 
Bengals say they are “still 
in the process of discussing 
the best way to proceed.”

The Eagles were in that 
category until Tuesday, 
when they informed sea-
son ticket holders that the 
team is extending the April 
16 deadline. The team said, 
“As an organization, we 
want you to know we are 
here for you and we want to 
be supportive of you during 

this difficult time. ... We are 
closely monitoring devel-
opments and will evalu-
ate every option to ensure 
that you have flexibility to 
make your scheduled pay-
ments within a reasonable 
time.”

It’s a stance that has 
been adopted by most NFL 
teams, who are allowing 
fans to hold onto their 
money a bit longer before 
fulfilling their commitment 
for the 2020 season.

In a letter to season ticket 
holders, the Patriots wrote: 
“We hope that you and your 
family are safe and healthy 
during this difficult situa-
tion. To help ease some of 
your concerns during these 
uncertain times, we are 
immediately suspending 
the deadline for our annu-
al Season Ticket Member 
invoices. The deadline is 
being extended to June 30, 
2020.”

The Vikings told their 
fans: “We understand the 
uncertainty caused by 
COVID-19 has created a 
number of challenges and 
stresses for each of us as we 
adapt to the rapidly evolv-
ing news along with chang-
ing family, work and com-
munity responsibilities. In 
an effort to be respectful of 
the current circumstances, 
we have made the decision 
to defer your final season 
ticket payment scheduled 
for Thursday, April 16, to 
Monday, June 1.”

The Dolphins went 
one step further. A team 
spokesperson noted that 
ticket holders will have a 
variety of different options 
in the current environ-
ment, including deferred 
payments or rolling over 
deposits for memberships 
to 2021 if they need relief. 

For the most part, NFL 
franchises are seeking to 
make paying for season 
tickets an easier task.

In extending the next 
schedule payment from 
April 1 to July 1, the Falcons 
wrote: “All fans have to do 
is fill out the form in their 
email and we’ll take care 
of it for them. ... We want 
to do what’s best for ALL 
of our season ticket holders 
by offering options during 
this trying time.”

Gary Knight of Green-
wood, Ind., now owns the 
Colts season tickets that 
his father bought in 1984 
after the franchise relocated 
from Baltimore to Indy.

“I went over there and 
they talked through some 
different payment plans, 
with three payments, so 
yeah, I took advantage of 
that,” said Knight, who 
wonders if COVID-19 
might impact the NFL 
experience in 2020.

“I wouldn’t be surprised 
if we were getting our 
temperatures taken as we 
go into the stadium, and 
I wouldn’t be surprised to 
see quite a few masks at the 
stadium, either,” he said.

NFL teams flexible
on season tickets


