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Explore the spacious 
50-acre heritage park at 
Discovery Park of America.
Members-only weekend: May 30-31
Open to the public: June 1

With plenty of space to explore and 
increased cleaning procedures, you 
will feel safe bringing your family to 
visit this hidden gem right in your 
backyard. Purchase tickets online for 
touch-free entrance and save 15%.

Open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.      Closed Tues. and Wed. for deep cleaning.
The inside of Discovery Center and the Children’s Discovery Garden are closed until further notice.

discoveryparkofamerica.com        731-885-5455

ed at the TSSAA State Golf 
Tournament in 2017 and 
2019. She received SFHS’s 
Female Student Athlete of 
the year and most improved 
and lowest scoring average 

in golf.
She has been playing pi-

ano for the past seven years 
and competed at the state 
level piano competition in 
Martin in 2015.

She was awarded the 
Madison Ciera Harris Me-
morial Scholarship, the 
West Tennessee Healthcare-
Hillview South Scholarship 
and the Good Samaritan 
Scholarship.

She plans to attend Al-
legheny College in Mead-
ville, Pa., in the fall to major 
in biochemistry and minor 
in music performance. She 
will also be playing golf for 
the Allegheny Gator Golf 
Team.

Miss Brundige...
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Miss Murphy...
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certified clinical medical 
assistant exam and will re-
ceive her license in a couple 
of weeks. 

She plans to attend the 
University of Tennessee at 
Martin this fall to pursue a 
degree in nursing.

Graduation ceremonies 
are a tradition that dates back 
to the first high schools and 
universities. While many 
aspects of graduation cer-
emonies have evolved over 
the years, the graduation cap 
has remained a hallmark of 
such ceremonies.

Graduation caps are one 
of the most visible aspects 
of graduation dress. Many 
scholars believe the mor-
tarboard style cap graduates 
don was developed from the 
biretta, a similar-looking 

Italian hat worn by Roman 
Catholic clergy. In the 12th 
and 13th centuries, students 
and teachers typically wore 
clerical clothing because the 
church was highly influen-
tial at this time. Medieval 
universities helped inspire 
academic dress, including 
the familiar graduation cap. 

Mortarboards are shaped 
like a square, perhaps to 
give them a scholarly ap-
pearance like a book or to 
represent the shape of a quad 
on the campus of England’s 

Oxford University, where 
many graduation dress cus-
toms are believed to have 
originated. Others theorize 
that the mortarboard, which 
is named after the flat board 
used by bricklayers and ma-

sons, represents the skill of 
a master workman. 

Many graduation caps 
were initially black or gray. 
According to the graduation 
information site Gradua-
tion Source, when color 

photography became the 
norm in the 20th century, 
schools began to use gowns 
and caps in different shades 
because they would show 
up in photographs. Schools 
often coordinate caps and 
gowns so their colors reflect 
their official school colors.

While certain degrees 
warrant different styles of 
gown, cowls and hoods, 
mortarboard caps are rela-
tively standard. In addition 
to the cap, there is a single 
button at the top. Tassels 

hang from these buttons. 
At commencement, tassels 
are traditionally worn on 
the right side of the cap and 
then moved to the left once 
graduates receive their di-
plomas.

Graduation caps are part 
of the larger scope of aca-
demic dress that comprises 
school traditions. Millions 
of graduates across the 
globe will don their caps 
and toss them into the air 
later in celebration of their 
hard work.

According to history, graduation caps were influenced by the church


