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Congratulations!
Class of 2020

Best wishes for 
a bright and 

fantastic future!

Sheri�  
Heath Elliott
and the employees

at
Seminole County

Sheri� ’s O�  ce

I hope your dreams take you ...  to the corners of your smiles,
to the highest of your hopes, to the windows of your opportunities, 
and to the most special places your heart has ever known.
               - Anonymous

Congratulations to
all 2020 graduates

Chief Woodrow W. Blue, Jr.
and the Donalsonville Police Department

of 
Seminole
County

While you celebrate, 
we urge you to stay safe

during this
Coronavirus pandemic.

2020
Class of The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams. 

~ Eleanor Roosevelt

Congratulations,
Graduates!

Now 
is the time to 
live your dreams!
Seize the day!
� e sky’s the limit!

Earlene M. Bramlett
Clerk of Superior Court

and Sta� 

If words could be tattooed onto a 
brain then it happened to me on this 
month � ve decades ago.

A month before graduating from 
high school I met with the guidance 
counselor to discuss my college op-
tions.  Mr. Sage, not his real name, 
was the go-to guy.  I knocked on the 
glass window of his o�  ce door with 
the bold label, School Counselor.  I 
shu�  ed into his small o�  ce.  He 
stood, smiled and with his hand ges-
tured that I take a seat in front of his 
large wood desk.

“Mr. Sage, where should I go to 
college?” I asked, to state the purpose 
of our meeting.

He stood and turned around to face 
a four drawer oak � ling cabinet.  Since 
Nelson was in the middle of the alpha-
bet, he guessed my records might be 
in the third drawer.  He pulled it open.  
Watching his � ngers walk across the 
top of the � le folder tabs he spotted 
my name a couple of inches from the 
front.  It was probably a� er Nabor and 
just before Noble, fellow classmates.   

He li� ed it out and returned to his 
seat.

Just six pages did not seem like 
much to capture the past four years 
of my life.  He studied each page to 
divine my intellectual potential.  A� er 
a few moments, he closed the folder 
and gently laid it on his desk.  What he 
said next is still tattooed on my brain.

“Hmm, I wouldn’t bother,” said Mr. 
Sage slowly. I was confused.  What did 
he mean?

“In a month you will probably be 
among the 350 graduating Seniors.”

Probably?  He opened my � le again 
and sited a rational data point to jus-
tify his recommendation,   “You rank 
seventh in your class (that was not a 
surprise) … from the bottom (that 
was).”  An awkward pause followed.

“So, Mr. Nelson, why have you 
done so poorly in your classes?”  

I knew.  It was not an excuse; it was 
the truth. “� is school has not taught 
me what I wanted to learn ... what I 
needed to know ….”

“What did you want to learn?” he 

interrupted.  Mr. Sage leaned forward; 
he was curious.

“I want to know how to change the 
world.” I should have stopped there.  
“You have not taught me how to do it.”  
He did not deserve the blame for the 
school’s failure.  What I said next was 
really unnecessary. “� is school gets 
an F in my book,” I declared. 

We both sat back in our chairs, now 
made uncomfortable by my words.

Mr. Sage and I knew that the school 
failed to teach me what I needed and 
I failed to give the school what it 
expected.  However, I knew I was not 
a failure.

� ere was nothing more to discuss.  
Mr. Sage smiled.  � e conversation 
was over.

“Good luck, Mr. Nelson.”
I smiled politely, stood up and 

stepped towards the door.  A few 
minutes earlier I entered his o�  ce a 
hapless kid looking for someone to tell 
me what to do.  Now, I knew.

Written by 
Rev. Dr. Toby Nelson, BA, M.Div, D.Min.

Offering one minute of advice 
to all high school graduates

Plans are being � nalized for the Seminole County Mid-
dle/High School virtual graduation ceremony Friday, May 
22nd, at 7:30 p.m.. Due to the never before seen circum-
stances caused by the COVID-19 crisis, school o�  cials have 
deemed an in person ceremony is not possible, and with the 
Summer time line of some Semi-
nole County graduating Seniors 
reporting to various places for 
their next chapter of life, a virtual 
ceremony was decided as the best 
way to go. 

� e program for the virtual cer-
emony will include, in the follow-
ing order,  a welcome, Pledge of 
Allegiance, invocation, Salutatory 
address, Valedictory address, in-
troduction of the speaker, speaker 
address, slideshow of the gradu-
ates, turning of Tassels and the 
presentation of the graduates.

On May 22nd, all Seniors who 
plan to participate in the virtual 
graduation ceremony need to ar-
rive at the school by 4:30 p.m. in caps, gowns, stoles, etc.  
� e Seniors will park in the faculty parking lot by the tennis 
courts.  Each Senior will be given a designated space, six 
feet apart, to stand in a line starting with Valedictorian, and 
followed by the  Salutatorian, Honor Graduates by rank and 

the remaining Senior class members.  
From 5 to 6 p.m., the school is encouraging the entire 

Seminole County community to drive by the school, re-
maining in their cars, as a salute to the most deserving 
SCHS graduating class of 2020.  Seniors who would like to 

have their diploma at this time 
will be able to receive it and dis-
play it while family and commu-
nity members drive by to con-
gratulate them.  

� ose wishing to drive 
through to honor the Seniors 
need to enter the school property 
from She�  eld Drive. Vehicles of 
friends and family members will 
not be allowed to stop for photos 
and no one will be allowed to exit 
a vehicle. 

At 6 p.m. Seniors will be al-
lowed to leave and go to their 
homes and watch the virtual 
graduation.

School o�  cials are still hope-
ful there will be a time and a plan developed to congregate 
again for an in-person graduation ceremony before many 
begin going their separate ways Details of that event, poten-
tially to be held in late June, will be announced as soon as 
they are known.      

Seminole County’s virtual graduation 
ceremony set for Friday, May 22

To access the virtual graduation ceremony go online to url address: https://youtu.be/JHvBRryOhHo  
The video will be available beginning at 7:30 p.m.

Congratulations,
Dani!

We love you and are so proud of you!
Love, Daddy, Mama and Alyx

2020 SCES Kindergarten Graduate

102 East 2nd St., Donalsonville, GA
229-524-8063

We wish you happiness and success!

Bishop’s Jewelers

Congratulations to all
the

graduates!


