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It has been an active week 
for me, planting wildlife 
food plots, repairing ve-
hicles, hunting and � shing. I 
planted sun� owers and peas 
for our wildlife on the hunt-
ing lands, but only a few. I 
only planted those plots that 
had good moisture. Rain 
came just in time to make 
our planting worthwhile. 

While hauling equipment 
etc., I had some trailer bear-
ings go out; I repaired them. 
� en a hub assembly went 
out on one of our vehicles. 
Not the kind of work I like, 
but I repaired everything 
under a shade tree. A shade 
tree mechanic, that’s me, 
always has been. 

Georgia turkey season 
ended last Friday and I had 
to go just to see if I could get 
lucky. We haven’t had many 
turkeys on our land in Miller 
and Early counties this time, 

having the entire area clear 
cut and replanted in recent 
years. It’s just too thick for 
turkeys right now. Now and 
then we see where a few hens 
and gobblers have crossed 
the properties walking the 

roads. But they were travel-
ing, and not hanging around. 
But that’s � ne, I enjoy sit-
ting in the woods anyway, 
watching whatever comes 
by. I shot a coyote chas-
ing a young deer one day. I 
always see plenty of rabbits, 
tortoises, deer and other 
wildlife to make the time in 
the woods interesting. Might 
say some would call it social 
distancing with a head net, 
thermacell for mosquitos 
and camou� age clothing. 

Last Friday was an active 
hunt. I had three sows of 
about 125 pounds pass about 
30 minutes apart, just out 
of range for turkey shot. I 
should have been carrying 
my ri� e. I had a snake com-
ing up on me from behind, 
but I heard the leaves mov-
ing. I convinced the black 
snake to change direction. 
As the morning passed, I 

saw one turkey hen, some 
rabbits, and a so�  shell turtle 
laying eggs. 

A� er hunting, I mowed 
some areas with the old 
Ford tractor. � e rest of the 
week it was � shing on Lake 
Seminole from the pontoon 
boat. Not a good vessel to get 
out in the stumps and weeds, 
we stuck to open water in 
the big lake. Using cut bait 
and worms, we found chan-
nel cats preferred the worms. 
Filled the live wells with cat-
� sh and a few shellcrackers 
in water about 19 feet deep. 
It’s getting time to be looking 
for bream beds, that’s next. 

See you outdoors.

Son of 
Seminole
Son Anderson

Seminole 
Aquatic Weed 

Control
can take care of all your 

aquatic vegetation problems

Call Justin Edmunds
229-442-1670

USACE Approved, 
Licensed and Trained

Certifi ed Applicator ProcellaCOP
Visit 

SePRO.ProcellaCOR/locator.com

Weeds around your 
boat dock or pond?
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BUDGET WORK SESSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 
 
The Seminole County Board of Commissioners will hold a Budget Work Session 
on Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 10:00 a.m.   

 
A Public Hearing will be held on Thursday, May 21, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. for the 
purpose of receiving public input and comments into the budgetary process for the 
Maintenance and Operations Budget as well as the budgets for Special Funds.   

 
On Thursday, May 28, 2020 a Special Called Meeting will be held at 6:00 p.m. for 
the purpose of adopting all FY21 budgets.  

 
The public is invited and encouraged to attend the meetings, which will be held in 
the Superior Courtroom located on the 2nd floor of the Seminole County 
Courthouse.  (Subject to change; notice will be posted on the front door of the courthouse prior to the 
meetings)   

 
Due to COVID-19, all participants must wear a face mask when attending any of 
these meetings.   
 
Paula Granger, County Manager/Clerk 
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Talking turkey and other assorted subjects

Producers can apply 
for assistance 

beginning May 26

U.S. Secretary of Agricul-
ture Sonny Perdue today an-
nounced details of the Coro-
navirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP), which will 
provide up to $16 billion in 
direct payments to deliver 
relief to America’s farmers 
and ranchers impacted by 
the Coronavirus pandemic. 
In addition to this direct sup-
port to farmers and ranchers, 
USDA’s Farmers to Families 
Food Box program is part-
nering with regional and lo-
cal distributors, whose work-
forces have been signi� cantly 
impacted by the closure of 
many restaurants, hotels, and 
other food service entities, to 
purchase $3 billion in fresh 
produce, dairy, and meat and 
deliver boxes to Americans 
in need.

Beginning May 26, the 
U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA), through the 
Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
will be accepting applications 
from agricultural producers 
who have su� ered losses.

CFAP provides vital � -
nancial assistance to pro-
ducers of agricultural com-
modities who have su� ered 
a � ve-percent-or-greater 
price decline due to CO-
VID-19 and face additional 
signi� cant marketing costs 
as a result of lower demand, 
surplus production, and dis-
ruptions to shipping patterns 
and the orderly marketing of 
commodities.

Farmers and ranchers will 
receive direct support, drawn 
from two possible funding 
sources. � e � rst source of 
funding is $9.5 billion in ap-
propriated funding provided 
in the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Stability 
(CARES) Act to compensate 
farmers for losses due to 
price declines that occurred 
between mid-January 2020, 
and mid-April 2020 and pro-
vides support for specialty 
crops for product that had 
been shipped from the farm 
between the same time peri-
od but subsequently spoiled 
due to loss of marketing 
channels. � e second fund-
ing source uses the Com-
modity Credit Corporation 
Charter Act to compensate 
producers for $6.5 billion in 
losses due to on-going mar-
ket disruptions.

Non-specialty crops eli-
gible for CFAP payments in-
clude malting barley, canola, 
corn, upland cotton, millet, 
oats, soybeans, sorghum, 
sun� owers, durum wheat, 
and hard red spring wheat. 
Wool is also eligible. Produc-
ers will be paid based on in-
ventory subject to price risk 
held as of January 15, 2020. A 
payment will be made based 

50 percent of a producer’s 
2019 total production or the 
2019 inventory as of Janu-
ary 15, 2020, whichever is 
smaller, multiplied by the 
commodity’s applicable pay-
ment rates.

Livestock eligible for 
CFAP include cattle, lambs, 
yearlings and hogs. � e total 
payment will be calculated 
using the sum of the pro-
ducer’s number of livestock 
sold between January 15 and 
April 15, 2020, multiplied by 
the payment rates per head, 
and the highest inventory 
number of livestock between 
April 16 and May 14, 2020, 
multiplied by the payment 
rate per head.

For dairy, the total pay-
ment will be calculated based 
on a producer’s certi� ca-
tion of milk production for 
the � rst quarter of calendar 
year 2020 multiplied by a 
national price decline during 
the same quarter. � e second 
part of the payment is based 
a national adjustment to each 
producer’s production in the 
� rst quarter.

For eligible specialty 
crops, the total payment 
will be based on the volume 
of production sold between 
January 15 and April 15, 
2020; the volume of produc-
tion shipped, but unpaid; 
and the number of acres for 
which harvested produc-
tion did not leave the farm 
or mature product destroyed 
or not harvested during that 
same time period, and which 
have not and will not be sold. 
Specialty crops include, but 
are not limited to, almonds, 
beans, broccoli, sweet corn, 
lemons, iceberg lettuce, spin-
ach, squash, strawberries and 
tomatoes. A full list of eli-
gible crops can be found on 
farmers.gov/cfap. Additional 
crops may be deemed eligible 
at a later date.

� ere is a payment limita-
tion of $250,000 per person 
or entity for all commodities 
combined. Applicants who 
are corporations, limited li-
ability companies or limited 
partnerships may qualify 
for additional payment lim-
its where members actively 
provide personal labor or 
personal management for 
the farming operation. Pro-
ducers will also have to cer-
tify they meet the Adjusted 
Gross Income limitation of 
$900,000 unless at least 75 
percent or more of their in-
come is derived from farm-
ing, ranching or forestry-
related activities. Producers 
must also be in compliance 
with Highly Erodible Land 
and Wetland Conservation 
provisions.

Producers can apply for 
assistance beginning on 
May 26, 2020. Additional 
information and application 
forms can be found at farm-

ers.gov/cfap. Producers of 
all eligible commodities will 
apply through their local 
FSA o�  ce. Documentation 
to support the producer’s 
application and certi� cation 
may be requested. FSA has 
streamlined the signup pro-
cess to not require an acreage 
report at the time of applica-
tion and a USDA farm num-
ber may not be immediately 
needed. Applications will be 
accepted through August 28, 
2020.

To ensure the availability 
of funding throughout the 
application period, produc-
ers will receive 80 percent 
of their maximum total pay-
ment upon approval of the 
application. � e remaining 
portion of the payment, not 
to exceed the payment limit, 
will be paid at a later date as 
funds remain available.

Details of Coronavirus Food 
Assistance Program announced


