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Congratulations!
You’ve o�  cially gradu-

ated from high school, 
equipped with plenty of 
knowledge and a diverse 
skill set.

Now what?
How do your plans look 

for the Summer, the rest 
of the year, or the next � ve 
years? Based on your spe-
ci� c interests and goals, you 
might be getting ready for 
college, starting an appren-
ticeship, joining the armed 
forces, or going on vacation. 
� e options are endless!

As you jump into adult-
hood, we want you to know 
that you have everything 
within you to create a hap-
py, ful� lling, meaningful 
life. And before you set o�  
in pursuit of your dreams 
we’d like you to consider a 
few of these practical tips 
for high school graduates. 
� ey might provide you 
with some good reminders 
or inspiration for your fu-
ture a� er high school.

Step out of your 
comfort zone

Take calculated risks. 
Overcoming your fears and 
trying new things, even if it 
means making mistakes, is 
important for your personal 
growth.

Don’t act impulsively. 
Always consider the conse-
quences of your actions.

Go out of your way to 
visit new places, meet peo-
ple, and test out various 
hobbies. You never know 
when you’ll stumble across 
something you really love.

Look forward to the fu-
ture, but enjoy the present.

Join a safe and public on-
line or local club, activity, 

group, or team.
Build new friendships, 

but still make time to stay in 
touch with old friends.

Take lots of pictures and 
start keeping a diary. It helps 
preserve your memories, 
re� ect, and gain perspec-
tive. Without re� ection, it’s 
too easy to forget the little 
successes in life and focus 
on failures instead. Be care-
ful, though, about what you 
post on social networks. 
Employers will o� en search 
for information about job 
candidates online, so think 
about how you want to pres-
ent yourself before you post 
anything online.
Take the next step 

into 
adulthood

Get in the habit of being 
early for class, work, or ap-
pointments. Never under-
estimate the importance of 
being punctual.

Use the scheduling skills 
and organization skills you 
developed in school to plan 
your week, stay on task, and 
set goals and deadlines for 
yourself. Use a printed cal-
endar or calendar app to 
create reminders.

Create a budget and stick 
to it using a budgeting tool 
such as Mint.com.

Learn more about insur-
ance, investing, taxes, and 
other important � nancial 
planning tools.

Learn how to take care of 
a household, whether that 
means choosing an apart-
ment with a� ordable rent 
or learning how to use the 
tools in a toolbox.

Make healthy choices. 
Get exercise and eat well. 
Find a workout buddy to 

hold you accountable.
Don’t be afraid to ask 

questions or ask for help. 
� ere’s a lot to learn when 
you become more indepen-
dent.

Prepare for the 
professional world

Outline a personal de-
velopment plan to record 
your goals. If you’re not sure 
what to do next, think about 
where you want to be in � ve 
years. Visualizing your ideal 
work situation can help you 
� gure out a plan to get there.

Don’t make education 
or career choices based on 
what your friends are doing. 
Find your own unique path.

Keep an open mind as 
you consider your options 
for the future. Don’t be 
afraid to change your job or 
your college major. Learn-
ing what you don’t like is 
just as important as learning 
what you do like.

Make the most of your 
time by looking for part-
time jobs, internships, or 
volunteer opportunities. 
Whether you’re looking for 
the right professional path 
or getting ready to start col-
lege, every role you explore 
is a learning experience.

Update your wardrobe to 
include a suit or other type 
of professional clothing.

Keep all of your best 
work from high school and 
start a new � le for post-
graduate accomplishments. 
Next, start � nding ways to 
add to the � le!

Choose an email address 
you can share with profes-
sional contacts. “FirstName.
LastName@gmail.com,” for 
example, is a much better 
choice than “CuteePie007@

gmail.com.”
Update your résumé and 

ask a parent, career counsel-
or, or other advisor to look 
over it.

Create a LinkedIn pro� le 
to display your credentials 
online and expand your 
professional network.

Never pass up an oppor-

tunity to introduce yourself 
to someone new. You never 
know when you’ll meet a 
new friend or future col-
league who can help you 
� nd other connections.

Begin building relation-
ships with professors, advi-
sors, bosses, co-workers, et 
al. � ey can enrich your life 

plus write letters of recom-
mendation for you in the 
future.

Find a mentor, which is a 
type of advisor similar to a 
school counselor. A mentor 
is someone you can go to for 
support and advice regard-
ing your personal or profes-
sional development.

2020
Class of Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world. 

~ Nelson Mandela

We’ve been waiting for this day 
and now you’re ready to go out and show the world all you can do. 

On your graduation day, remember that your dreams 
can be achieved if you believe in yourself.

Shelia Williams, Brenda Peterson, 
Mark Spooner, Je�  Braswell and Darius Culverson

Paula Granger, County Manager 
Crystal Barber, Deputy Clerk

Congratulations, Class of 2020!

Seminole County
Commissioners

Whether  you like Bill Gates or not ... this 
is pretty cool. Here’s some advice Bill Gates 
recently dished out at a high school speech 
about 11 things they did  not learn in school. 
He talks about how  feel-good, politically cor-
rect teaching has  created a full generation of 
kids with no  concept of reality and how this 
concept  sets them up for failure in the real 
world.

RULE 1
Life  is not fair - get used to it and learn to 

live with the ups and the downs.
RULE 2

� e  world won’t care about your self-
esteem. � e world will expect you to ac-
complish something BEFORE you  feel good 

about yourself.
RULE 3 

You  will NOT make 40 thousand dollars 
a year right out of high school. You won’t be 
a vice president with a car phone, until you 
earn  both.

RULE 4
If  you think your teacher is tough, wait till 

you get a boss. In most cases, he will not have  
tenure.

RULE 5
Flipping burgers is not beneath your dig-

nity. Your grandparents had a di� erent word 
for burger � ipping; they called it Opportunity.

RULE 6
If  you mess up, it’s not your parents’ 

fault, so don’t whine about your mistakes, 
learn from them.

RULE 7
Before you were born, your parents 

weren’t as boring as they are now. � ey got 
that way from paying  your bills,  cleaning 
your clothes and  listening to you talk about  
how cool  you are. So before you save the 
rain forest from the parasites of your par-
ent’s generation, try delousing the closet in 
your own room.

RULE 8
Your  school may have done away with 

winners and losers, but life has not. In some 
schools they have  abolished failing grades 
and they’ll  give you as many times as you 

want to  get the right answer. 
� is doesn’t bear the slightest resem-

blance to ANYTHING in real life.
 RULE 9

Life  is not divided into semesters. You 
don’t get summers o�  and very few employ-
ers are interested in helping you � nd your-
self. Do that on your own  time.

RULE 10
Television is NOT real life. In real life 

people actually have to leave the co� ee shop 
and go to  jobs.

RULE 11
Be  nice to nerds. You may end up work-

ing for one.

Bill Gates’ high school speech on the Eleven Rules of Life

Practical tips and sage advice for high school graduates
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Statement
The mission of

Seminole County 
Middle/High School

is to educate 
and graduate

independent thinkers 
by providing 
a standard of 

high expectation
through rigorous and balanced 

curriculum instruction.


