
� e Donalsonville News was noti� ed on Sun-
day, July 26 that a Donalsonville City Hall employee 
had tested positive for COVID-19, and a number of 
Donalsonville Police Department o�  cers had tested 
positive as well.

City Hall o�  ce, public areas and the entire police 
department facility were deep cleaned and sanitized 
over the weekend.

City Hall closed beginning Monday, July 27, and 
all employees were tested for the virus. As of press 
time on Wednesday those test results had not been 
announced.  City Hall tentatively plans to reopen its 
o�  ces to the public on a limited basis on Monday, Au-
gust 3. Citizens coming into the o�  ce are encouraged 
to wear face coverings.

City Manager Steve Hicks commented that even 
though o�  ces may be closed for COVID-19 safety 
precautions, all city services are continuing under 
normal operation. “� e safety of our employees and 
all citizens in our community remains, as always, our 
top priority.”

Until normal o�  ce operations resume, residents 
are requested to call 229-524-2888 for City Hall re-
lated services and to dial 911 for public safety issues. 

Updates will be announced as soon as that infor-
mation becomes available at donalsonvillenews.com 
and on the newspaper’s Facebook page.
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With the reported statewide 
deaths from COVID-19 now exceed-
ing 3,500, the Georgia Department of 
Health reported the number of Semi-
nole countians testing positive for the 
Coronavirus signi� cantly increased 
this week, while the number of  local 
citizens who have died from the dis-
ease remained at two. 

As of Wednesday, July 29, the coun-
ty has now recorded 107 positive cas-
es, and two virus related deaths since 
reporting began in mid March. � at 
is an increase of twenty eight positive 
cases locally in the past week, and an 
increase of  � � y seven since June 30.

� e 107 number is not a total of the 

number of active local cases, but rath-
er, as stated above, a cumulative total 
since March. � e number of active, or 
recovered cases is not reported by the 
Georgia State Department of Health.

Georgia’s Public Health emergency 
and the shelter-in-place request for 
people ages 65 and older, seniors living 

in long-term care facilities and persons 
with certain chronic health issues con-
tinues. Social distancing, keeping six 
feet apart from others, wearing masks 
in public and hand washing continue 
to be encouraged for all Georgians.

As of Wednesday, July 29, there 
have been 175,052 cases of COVID-19 
statewide - out of 1,738,416 people 
tested - and 3,563 deaths reported to 
state health o�  cials. Since this time 
last week, 26,064 additional people 
have tested positive in Georgia for 
COVID-19; and, during that same 
time period, the state’s number of CO-
VID-19 related deaths increased by 
309.

Local COVID-19 case total to date 
increases to one hundred and seven!

Seminole County Family Connection’s annual 
“School Supply Scramble” for Pre-K through � � h 
grade students will be held � ursday, August 6th in 
the Seminole County Elementary School gymnasi-
um.  Because of COVID-19 safety precautions Pre-
K, Kindergarten, � rst and third grade students will 
enter the gym between 3 and 5 p.m. Second, fourth 
and � � h grade students will enter the gym between 
the hours of 5 and 7 p.m. During the designated 
times students will meet with their teacher � rst to 
receive a ticket to redeem in the gym for school sup-
plies.

 Community partners can support the scramble 
by donating wide-ruled loose leaf paper, pencils, 
colored pencils, colored markers and three-prong 
folders. � ese items can either be purchased, or par-

ticipating partners can make a monetary donation to 
support the purchase of schools supplies. 

Businesses and organizations can also provide 
information marketing their products and services 
to be placed in the give away bags. If interested, a 
minimum quantity of 300 is requested. 

To volunteer, make a donation or to schedule 
a pick up time of donated supplies contact Billie 
McLendon by July 27th at 229-309-0531.

Community sponsors for this year’s event are 
Piggly Wiggly, Seminole County Elementary School, 
Georgia Pines Georiga APEX Program, Girl Scouts 
of Historic Georgia, Donalsonville-Seminole Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce, First Port City Bank, 
PeoplesSouth Bank, Ameris Bank, the Donalsonville 
News and Seminole County Family Connection.

Family Connection’s School Supply Scramble is August 6
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✤ Wear a mask when out in public or when you cannot keep distance inside.
✤ Practice physical distancing - six feet from those you don’t live with.
✤ Wash your hands for 20 seconds several times throughout the day with soap 
     and warm water.
✤ Follow the Governor’s Executive Order and heed the guidance provided by public 
     health o�  cials. � e complete text of the Executive Order can be found at https://
     assets.documentcloud.org/documents/6999484/07-15-20-Georgia-Executive-Order.pdf

Georgians asked to do four things for four weeks in August

Get counted today at 
2020census.gov

Seminole County and most counties in 
Georgia are lagging in the count of the 2020 
U.S. Census as outreach workers struggle 
to reach communities in isolated areas for 
counting amid the Coronavirus pandemic.

� e decennial count a� ects the state’s 
share of a huge pot of federal dollars given 
annually for a wide range of programs like 
Medicaid and Medicare, food stamps, hous-
ing vouchers, highway construction, child-
care services, special education and more.

As of this week, 32 counties – mostly 
in rural South Georgia – of the state’s 159 
counties had a census completion rate of 

less than 40%, according to Census Bureau 
data. Combined, just 15% of those counties’ 
households had � lled out the census via the 
internet.

Seminole County is one 
of these counties, currently 
reporting a 38.9% response 
rate. � e City of Donalsonville is 
currently reporting a 49.1% re-
sponse rate, and Iron City has a 
rate of 35.4%.

Donalsonville Mayor Ron 
Johnson commented, “As a resi-
dent of Donalsonville and Semi-
nole County, I would like to urge all those 
that have yet to complete their census, to 

please make this a top priority. It is of the 
upmost importance that your census form 
be completed. � e census is used to compile 
an accurate count of the number of people 
that reside in our city/county, and this num-
ber is used to determine the disbursement 

of funds to each city/county in our 
state. For the betterment of us all, 

let’s work together to make sure 
that each and every person in our 
community is counted.” 

Roughly $1.5 trillion will be 
available for states to tap into, de-

pending on the size of their census-
determined populations, according to 

research from Georgia Washington Univer-

sity. � e larger the population, the larger the 
share.

But so far, only 58.4% of households in 
Georgia have � lled out the census this year, 
far fewer than the 72% completion rate the 
state saw in 2010, according to data from 
the U.S. Census Bureau. � e low response 
rate ranks Georgia 35th among all states 
and trails the 62.6% national average.

� at has prompted worry among local 
workers and volunteers tasked with boost-
ing Georgia’s census count this year.

“From a statewide standpoint, we’re just 
not doing well,” said Michele NeSmith, re-
search and policy development director 

County’s 2020 census response rate among lowest in the state

☛See CENSUS on Page 9A

Local schools to reopen for 
in-person instruction August 12th

Online Distance Learning Option 
information meeting set for July 30

City employees test 
positive for virus

� e Seminole County School System is 
proceeding with plans to open all schools 
for in-person instruction on Wednesday, 
August 12. 

� e school system’s guidelines for re-
turning to school for in-person 
instruction in the Fall included in 
the system’s COVID-19 Roadmap 
to Reopening plan is available for 
viewing on the Seminole County 
Board of Education website. Visit 
www.seminole.k12.ga.us

An alternative online option is 
available  for the 2020-21 school term and 
discussion meetings with all interested 
parties about online distance learning op-
tions will be held on � ursday, July 30 at 
the Seminole County Elementary School 

Auditorium. 
Parents and guardians for Kindergarten 

through � � h grade students will meet in 
person at 6 p.m.

Parents and guardians for sixth twel� h 
grade students will meet in per-
son at 7 p.m.

 In order to maintain CDC so-
cial distancing recommendations, a 
maximum of two parents or guard-
ian will be allowed to attend onsite 
orientation. Only families with sub-

mitted interest applications are invit-
ed to attend the orientation process. 

� e Online Orientation for Distance 
Learning was emailed to the ones that � lled 
out the online interest application. Parents 
☛See BACK TO SCHOOL on Page 11A
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