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BUTLER – Road dam-
ages caused by loggers
have been allegedly hinder-
ing property owners from
accessing their properties
and residents from visiting
cemeteries, according to
District 1 Commissioner
Tony Cherry, and he is ask-
ing the county to hold them
accountable.

During the January 7
meeting of the commission,
Cherry brought up the sub-
ject of loggers and local
roads, citing recent issues in
his district.

“We’re having a lot of
trouble with some loggers,”
Cherry said. “Not all log-
gers, but we have system in
place and I think we need to
make provisions or do
something to correct the is-
sues we are having.
Landowners can’t get to
their property. Churches
can’t get to their cemetery,
because of the loggers. We
have a system where they
are supposed to check in
with the engineer’s office,”
Cherry said. 

Speaking to county en-
gineer Lance Jordan,
Cherry said that the engi-
neer’s office is supposed to
go into an area and take pic-
tures before the loggers
begin, and then afterward to
assess the condition of the
roads.

Jordan said that his de-
partment has had issues
with not finding out about
logging operations until
after crews have begun the
work in some areas.

Cherry cited the log-
ging ordinance passed by
the county last fall requiring
loggers to report where and
when they will be working
in a particular area. The or-
dinance also states that the
county should obtain pho-
tos of the status of the road
prior to the logging opera-
tion entering the area, fol-
lowed by documentation of
the status of the road when
the logging work is com-
pleted.

Cherry asked county at-
torney Lee McPhearson
what actions could be taken
to ensure that the ordinance
was enforced.

“The policy provided
mechanisms if they don’t
follow the policy and give
notification,” McPhearson
said. “If they don’t do that,
or they do give it but don’t
do what they are supposed
to do, we have the mecha-
nism where we can give a
warning and ultimately a ci-
tation.”

McPhearson said that,
if the county could prove
that they caused the prob-
lem, the county could tech-
nically file suit against the
logging company for dam-
ages to the county roads.

He added that, in some
cases, when confronting a
logging group about issues
with roads, the company
could say that the road was
already in bad condition
prior to the beginning of
their work project in that
area.

“We don’t know
whether that’s right or
wrong,” McPhearson said.
“That’s the benefit of taking

photos before they get
there. Then you have some
evidence, before and after
photographs. They can be
sued for damages for what
it would take to repair the
road. The problem is being
able to prove it. That’s why
the notification act is a step
to be able to prove it.”

Cherry reiterated that
not all logging companies
are causing problems.

“I just want to see us
hold these people account-
able and for a logging com-
pany to say they are not
going to do anything, I’d
like to see us hold them ac-
countable,” he said.

District 2 Commis-
sioner Budd Ruffin said that
the county has the ordi-
nance, and it’s a matter of
using it.

“The cat caught with
the canary in his mouth is
the cat that’s guilty,” Ruffin
said. “If they’ve got proof
before they start, that’s dif-
ferent.”

Cherry said that, in the
current situations, residents
witnessed the problem.

“We have to hold these
people accountable,” he re-
peated. “If they don’t notify
you (Jordan), and if we
have documentation of it,
take the actions necessary.”

Jordan said that loggers
had given notice and as-
sured him they would go
back to do the work when
the weather dries up.

“I will reach back out to
them,” he said.

In other matters, Com-
missioner Horace Mosley
said that he had heard state-
ments about holding the

county responsible when is-
sues occurred during the
cleaning out of culverts.

“Guys cleaning out the
ends of culverts need to be
cautious,” Mosley said. “A
main water line was busted
on Christmas Eve. They
need to be careful of that
and the fiber optic cable.”

Cherry then asked
McPhearson to discuss the
issue of speed breakers
placed on county roads. He
said that he had been asked
about the issue by residents
and received calls in refer-
ence their use in certain
areas.

McPhearson said that
the county is under legal
obligation to maintain roads
in safe condition to allow
safe passage of vehicles. He
added that he was not a
‘fan’ of speed breakers.

“There are places you
need to have them,” he said.
“When they are put up, in
areas where people are trav-
eling at a normal rate and
hit breakers without warn-
ings, you have problems.
There are places when
speed breakers are appro-
priate, but it needs to be
clearly marked, painted,
and warnings given. Then,
if they hit it going 55, it’s
their fault for not paying at-
tention to the warnings. I
caution against putting up
speed breakers, but if there
is a situation where you
need to have them, do it, but
we have to do a good job of
warning people. Sometimes
you can just use rumble
strips instead, and that may
serve the purpose of slow-
ing people down.”
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ters.
Pallbearers included

Derek Combs, Breck
Combs, Blake Combs,
Zach Combs, Joshua Fon-
dren, and Dwight Charley.

Honorary Pallbearers
included Danny Combs,
Frank Combs, Chad
Combs, and Keith Means. 

Visit bumpersfuneral-
home.com to sign the on-
line register and post
condolences to the family.

Arrangements by
Bumpers Funeral Home of
Butler.

Annie M. Lindsey
SILAS - Ms. Annie

Mae "Doll Baby" Lindsey,
77, passed from this life
Wednesday, January 1,
2020 at her daughter's resi-
dence in Waynesboro. She
was born in Isney, AL on
Friday, February 20, 1942
to Thomas Lindsey and An-

nette Lindsey. 
Ms. Lindsey is pre-

ceded in death by her fa-
ther, Thomas Lindsey;
mother, Annette Lindsey; 2
brothers, Joe Lindsey, In-
fant Brother Lindsey. 

She is survived by her
daughter, Judy L. Redfern
of Waynesboro; 5 brothers,
John Thomas Lindsey, Roy
Lindsey, Troy Lindsey,
Floyd Lindsey, Lloyd Lind-
sey all of Silas; 6 sisters,
Voncile Holifield of Way-
nesboro, Lou Nell Logan of
Gilbertown, Nelda Sikes of
Silas, Lilly Beth "Tiny"
Jenkins of Gilbertown,
Mary Taylor of Silas, Char-
lotte Stokley of Millry;
granddaughter, Elizabeth
"Lizzie" Kelly of Waynes-
boro; grandson, Harlan
Johnson (Teresa) of Way-
nesboro; 3 great grandchil-
dren, Daniel Johnson,
Thomas Kelly, Prentis
Kelly.

Funeral Services were
held on January 4, 2020 at
Freeman Funeral Home in
Waynesboro, with Rev.
Bernice Fleming and Rev.
Ronnie Morris officiating.
Interment followed in
Cooper's Chapel Cemetery
in Choctaw County.

Edith 
Brown-Little
YORK - Edith Taylor

Brown-Little, age 78, of the
Pine Grove Community of
York, born to the union of
Roosevelt and Inell Sanders
Taylor, transitioned and en-
tered into eternal rest De-
cember 28, 2019
surrounded by family at the
Birmingham residence of
her son, Michael. 

Service of Memory
was held January 4, 2020
from the Kingdom Hall of
Jehovah Witnesses, with
Bro. Atkins Lewis offici-
ated and offered words of
comfort and consolation.
Interment followed in the
Brown Family Plot in Pine
Grove Cemetery, 1479-

1885 Pine Grove Road.
After the committal service,
repast and fellowship was
held at the Livingston Civic
Community Center. 

Weatherly Funeral
Home was in charge of the
arrangements.

Doris G. Holmes
BUTLER - Doris

Gavin Holmes, 86, passed
away peacefully on Decem-
ber 31,
2 0 1 9
s u r -
rounded
by her
family.
She was
b o r n
Feb ru -
ary 4,
1 9 3 3 ,
i n
Brightwater, to the late
Claude and Bertie Gavin.

She was preceded in
death by her husband of
seven years Arthur Robert
Holmes, her parents
Gabriel Claude Gavin and
Bertie Manley Gavin.

She is survived by her
daughters Rhonda Holmes
Searcy (Lawton) of Baton
Rouge, LA, and Rebecca
Holmes Buzbee (Donald)
of Mobile, a sister Margaret
Gavin Underhill of Butler,
and a brother Gabe Gavin
(Pat) of Nanafalia. She is
also survived by grandchil-
dren Robert Searcy (Kellie)
of Lafayette, Eric Searcy of
Baton Rouge, Emileigh
Bernard (Joey) of Butte La
Rose, Gavin Buzbee (Ali-
cia) and Morgan Buzbee
(Jessica) of Mobile.  Three
great grandchildren, Mamie
and Foster Searcy of
Lafayette, and Jace Tyler
Buzbee of Mobile.

Doris was widowed at
the age of 28 with two ba-
bies.  Realizing the need to
support her children, she
enrolled in Livingston Col-
lege and pursued a degree
all while grieving over the
sudden loss of her husband

and caring for her two
young daughters.  She grad-
uated in 1966 and immedi-
ately began her 26-year
teaching career at Choctaw
County High School in
Butler, and later at Butler
Elementary where she
taught 7th and 8th grade
English and Literature. 

She was a life-long
member of First United
Methodist Church of But-
ler, but never forgot the
church of her youth, Bright-
water United Methodist
Church, in Brightwater,
where she would fill in as
church pianist when needed

She adored her cats.
Her home was always a
safe haven for the latest un-
wanted cat that had been
thrown out and needed
love.

The celebration of her
life was held on January 3,
at First United Methodist
Church in Butler. Burial
followed at Brightwater
Cemetery in Brightwater.

Officiating were Rev-
erend Dric Williford, Rev-
erend Craig Gavin,
(nephew) and Dr. Lawton
Searcy (son in law). Music
by Randy McKee

Pallbearers were her
grandsons Robert Searcy,
Eric Searcy, Gavin Buzbee,
Morgan Buzbee, and Joey
Bernard as well as Donald
Buzbee (son in law) and
Craig Gavin

In lieu of flowers send
expressions of sympathy to
First United Methodist
Church, 538 South Mul-
berry Street, Butler, AL
36904 or to Till-Newell An-
imal Clinic, 2200 Old
Highway 45 North, Merid-
ian, MS 39301

Visit bumpersfuneral-
home.com to sign the on-
line register and post
condolences to the family.

Arrangements by
Bumpers Funeral Home of
Butler.

can’t rule out tornadoes.”
Davidson said that his office would keep the public

updated through emails and social media and would call
a meeting of local officials and responders later in the
week, if necessary.

According to the National Weather Service, rain will
begin to move into the county on Thursday night, in-
creasing to 60% and 70% chances for rain on Friday and
Friday night, before more severe weather moves into the
area. The area including Choctaw County is now under
‘enhanced risk’ for severe storms, including damaging
winds and possible tornadoes, on Saturday. 
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Cherry requests 
minutes to meetings

By Dee Ann Campbell
Sun-Advocate Publisher

BUTLER – District 1 Commissioner Tony Cherry is
again asking for minutes to meetings conducted by
boards appointed by the commission.

During the January 7 meeting of the commission,
Cherry said that the county had sent notices in the past
requesting copies of minutes to meetings of boards such
as the E911 board, DHR board, solid waste authority, and
other entities whose members are appointed by the com-
mission, but such documents had not been sent by those
boards.

Cherry had made a similar request in 2019.
“I am requesting again that we get copies of the min-

utes from their monthly meetings,” Cherry said. 
Probate Judge Michael Armistead said that he would

draft a letter concerning the issue to be sent to the boards.
In a related issue, Choctaw County Sheriff Scott Lol-

ley said that he had recently been appointed to the De-
partment of Human Resources Board of Directors but had
received no correspondence about meetings scheduled by
that board.

Armistead told Lolley that he would check on the
issue.

MLK events planned
for January 18

BUTLER – The 2020 Martin Luther King, Jr. cele-
brations are set for January 18, including the annual pa-
rade and banquet.

The parade is set for 11 a.m., with line-up to begin
at 10 a.m. across from the old Choctaw County High
School building in Butler. Entry fee is $25. For informa-
tion about the parade, contact Willie Bryant at 205-609-
8139.

The annual banquet will again be held at Gilfield
Life Center, located at 7171 Highway 10 in Lisman, be-
ginning at 6 p.m. Doors will opn at 5:45 p.m. Tickets for
the event will be $12 per person and must be purchased
in advance.

For information about the banquet, contact Martha
Hopkins Wallace at 205-459-2292.

Send OBITUARIES and PHOTOS to
typesetter@choctawsun.com


