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Shimkus to join SIUE faculty
at end of congressional career

Congressman John Shimkus,
R-Collinsville, will join SIUE’s College of
Arts and Sciences’ Department of Political
Science for the spring 2021 semester
following the
completion
of his 24-year
career in the
U.S. House of
Representatives.

“Three
generations of
Shimkus family
members have
taken advantage
of the affordable,
quality education
offered by Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville,” Shimkus said. “I’m excited
to join the SIUE faculty and give back to
the University and the community that has
been so good to me and my family.”

Shimkus opted not to run for re-election
in the 15th Congressional District this
year.

CAS Dean Kevin Leonard, PhD,
enthusiastically welcomed Shimkus to
the College. “Representative Shimkus’
teaching of courses on U.S. politics will
serve SIUE’s general education program
and will attract students from many
different majors,” Leonard said. “All
of these students will benefit from the
insights drawn from his many years of
public service. His experiences in city and
county government along with 24 years
in the U.S. House of Representatives
will offer particularly salient lessons for
students in applied communication studies,
history, mass communications, political
science and sociology.”

Political Science Department Chair Ken
Moftett, PhD, is equally excited about
Shimkus joining the faculty. “He will teach
courses in his areas of expertise, including
American politics, law and society,
congress, and NATO policy,” Moffett said.
“I look forward to adding his expertise to
our superb faculty in the Department. As
a retiring member of Congress, he brings
a dimension to our activities and to our
students that nicely complements our
strengths as a department and University.”

Shimkus expects that sharing his real-
world government stories will help bring
his classes to life. “Some of those stories
are examples of how government works
while others show its failures and its
limits,” he said. “I hope my perspective
will inspire my students to pursue elected
office themselves.”

“Our students will benefit immensely
from his experience,” Moffett said. “They
will have a unique opportunity to learn
about American politics from someone
who has succeeded in this area over many
decades. They will also be able to work
closely with him in their coursework, and
also, through the opportunities that he will
bring as a result of his long, distinguished
career in public office. He will be an
invaluable mentor to our students.”

Shimkus believes in lifelong learning as
a goal for all. “I am confident the classes
I’ll begin teaching next semester will

Shimkus

deepen my own knowledge, as well,” he
said. “Through many years of teaching
high school and Sunday school, I’ve
found I often learn more by preparing and
instructing others than by trying to learn
for just myself.”

SIUE Chancellor Randy Pembrook
focused on Shimkus’ 24 years of service
in Washington. “Congressman Shimkus
has developed a wealth of knowledge
about energy and fuels, emergency
communication formats, enhancing
and increasing the effectiveness of the
internet, as well as child safety measures,”
Pembrook said. “He also is an expert on
the people and politics of many parts of the
globe. We are excited and fortunate that he
will be sharing this expertise with SIUE
students and our University community
in general. We appreciate his generosity
and enthusiasm for making SIUE an even
stronger institution.”

In November 2019, Shimkus donated
his political records, correspondence,
photos and more to create the “Shimkus
Collection” at the Elijah P. Lovejoy
Library on campus.

Among Shimkus’ many
accomplishments are:

* Expanding the use of biodiesel fuels

* Expanding 911 emergency number
legislation and coverage

* Establishing an Internet domain to
provide a safe place for young children to
surf and learn

* Encouraging child safety with booster
seat testing and placement of heart
defibrillators in schools

* Advocating for energy issues and a safe
environment

“Southwest Illinois has been very
gracious to me. I’'m a Republican in
an historic Democratic county,” said
Shimkus. “They gave me my start. I hope
when people look back on the issues |
campaigned on and believed in when I first
started, they will see that I was consistent
to those values. I am also so proud of the
connection and partnership I have had with
SIUE through the years.”

Shimkus’ SIUE roots include many
family members:

* The congressman finished his master’s
in business administration in 1997, as he
was beginning his first term in the House
of Representatives

» Shimkus’ father, Gene, earned an
associate’s degree in business in 1968

» Shimkus’ wife, Karen, earned
a master’s in music, with a music
performance specialization in 1990

* The couple’s son, David, earned a
bachelor’s in computer science in 2017
A Collinsville High School alumnus,

* Shimkus graduated from the United
States Military Academy in West Point,
N.Y., in 1980. He then served as an active
duty Army officer for more than five years.
Shimkus earned a teaching certificate from
California’s Christ College Irvine (now
Concordia University Irvine) and returned
to his native Southwestern Illinois to teach
at Metro East Lutheran High School in
Edwardsville before launching his political
career.
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Senior Services Plus gets
$80,000 from Ameren

Senior Services Plus in Alton has
received $80,000 thanks to contributions
from Ameren Illinois employees and
board of directors.

The donation will help Senior Services
Plus continue to focus on providing meals
to people in the Alton area. Through the
pandemic, thousands of people have been
served by the Meals on Wheels program
and the School House Grill, which is

supported by the organization’s organic
sustainable garden.

The donation comes from the
Ameren Cares “Power of Giving”
COVID-19 Relief Fund, which collected
approximately $800,000 in donations
from Ameren employees and board
members throughout the summer to help
10 charities in Illinois and Missouri with
relief efforts.

SSP says it is serving approximately
1,000 meals-on-wheels meals every week
during the pandemic.

NEW TO CNB
BANK & TRUST

Three Local
Banking Officers

j
Brian Ury

Market President
Edwardsville

Bill Vogt
Litchfield

Shannon Scheffel
Edwardsville

Career Community Bankers
Community Banking Spirit
Exceed Needs of Customers

?1 Combined Years Experience

Senior Executive Vice President & Chief Banking
Officer, Andrew Tinberg: “At CNB we have
worked tirelessly to establish a culture of

consistently providing our customers superior
quality service designed to earn repeat business.
| couldn’t be more pleased to add Brian,
Shannon and Bill to our team. Their proven
commitment to the customer and fo community
banking, is second fo none.”

CNB is a community bank headquartered in

Carlinville, Illinois, with a deep heritage of
serving the needs of communities in St. Louis,
Central lllinois, and Chicago areas.
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