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By Ansley Steed 
The Red River Sun

MEMPHIS – Memphis residents’ 
yards will be flocked by pretty pink birds 
this summer.

The Memphis Chamber of Commerce 
is conducting a fun fundraiser this sum-
mer by placing pink flamingos in com-
munity yards and giving the option of 
paying $10 to remove the birds, said 
Chamber Manager Kim Cloyd. Resi-
dents can also pay an extra $10 to send 
them to someone of their choosing.

“We try to place the birds when people 
aren’t home so that when they get home 

they can be surprised,” Cloyd added.
The Chamber’s fundraisers usually 

look a little different than this, but be-
cause of COVID-19 they had to get 
creative on ways to raise money for the 
Chamber of Commerce. Cloyd said she 
had seen towns do similar fundraisers 
like this, and she loved the thought of 
the cute pink birds all over residents’ 
yards. 

“They are so cute, and people just 
laugh when they see them,” Cloyd said. 

This fundraiser will last all summer, 
so be on the lookout for whose yard will 
be flocked next and help raise money for 
the Memphis Chamber of Commerce. 

Be on the lookout for pink flamingos this summer during the Memphis Chamber of 
Commerce’s fundraiser. (Courtesy Photo) 

By Whitney Wyatt
The Red River Sun

CHILDRESS – Childress 
sees the silver lining of CO-
VID-19 with an 11.69% in-
crease of sales tax in April.

“I think this is a direct re-
sult of our community com-
ing out and supporting our 
local businesses,” said Chil-
dress Chamber of Commerce 
Executive Director Susan 
Leary. “Shopping local is im-
portant to our businesses and 
our community.”  

Lott True Value Home 
Center is one of the local busi-
nesses that saw an increase. 
Owner John Lott said most of 
his business came from locals 
who were working on home 
improvements during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“People had stimulus checks 
that gave them a boost,” Lott 
explained. “People were home 
and had the time.”

Customers bought more 
appliances, a lot of paint, yard 
equipment and other things 
to improve their houses, Lott 
added.  

While Childress saw 
an increase in sales tax in 
April, Amarillo, Lubbock 
and Wichita Falls all saw a 
decrease. According to the 
Texas Comptroller’s website, 
Amarillo was down 8.95%, 
Lubbock was down 11.34% 
and Wichita Falls was down 
11.59%. 

“Due to Covid-19, we 
stayed home and shopped at 
home instead of going to the 
bigger cities,” said Calvary 
Baptist Church Pastor Terry 
Williams. “When we go out 
of town to do our shopping, 
we are helping those cities 
get stronger while hurting our 
community.”

Williams added that if 
shoppers can find it here in 
Childress, they should buy it 
here in Childress.

“We are helping our small 
businesses and helping our 
community by keeping our 
money home,” he said. “This 
gives our city government 
more money to work with. 
If we continue to do this, our 
city may be able to provide 
more for our kids.”

Childress City Manager 
Kevin Hodges hopes to see 
more local shopping in the 
coming months. He said ev-
eryone benefits from it. 

“The sales tax increase of 
April 2020 over April 2019 
is indicative of the economic 
impact that local shopping 
has on our community,” 
Hodges added. 

To be exact, Childress saw 
a net payment of $71,171.46 
in April sales tax compared to 
$63,722.14 in April 2019, ac-
cording to the Texas Comp-
troller’s website.

“We are thrilled with the 
numbers and that shopping 
local truly hit home,” Leary 
said. 

While Childress Municipal 
Development District Execu-
tive Director Doc Smith feels 
sympathetic to the businesses 
in Childress that were forced 
to close, he is thankful to see 
these numbers for the ones 
that were able to stay open.

“We are thankful that most 
of our major sales tax collec-
tors were deemed to be essen-
tial businesses, and those busi-
nesses chose to stay open to   
serve our residents and those 
of the surrounding communi-
ties,” Smith said. 

Childress saw an increase in sales tax in April, while Amarillo, 
Lubbock and Wichita Falls saw decreases. (Whitney Wyatt/ 
The Red River Sun)

White elected Post Commander

By Bev Odom
The Red River Sun

WELLINGTON — Garroll White 
arrived back in Collingsworth County 
almost three years ago. Born at Quail on 
Nov. 21, 1937 to the late Ocie White and 
Christine Stiles White Simmons, he said 
he ran away from home - cattle, horses and 
the farm - to join the United States Army 
in 1956.

Glynn Moore VFW Post No. 6439 
installed White as Post Commander 
at its Tuesday, June 2 meeting at 6 p.m. 
Additional officers include Senior Vice 
Commander Benito Castillo, Junior Vice 
Commander Adam Sosa, Quartermaster 
Epifanio “Jr.” Castillo, Chaplain Jeff Pastor, 
Trustees James Ammons, Gary Dye and 
Billy Langford, Adjutant James Larned, 
Service Officer Michael Stanley, Judge 
Advocate Sam Adams and Surgeon Hugh 
Kutch.  

Veterans of the Red River Region look-
ing for a VFW Post are welcome at the 
Glynn Moore Post in Wellington. With 
the meeting the first Tuesday of every 
month at 6 p.m., contact Quartermaster 
Castillo at 806-205-1610 for membership 
information. 

White earned his high school diploma 
from the U.S. Army  Institute at Fort 

MacArthur, Calif. He attended aircraft 
maintenance training at Fort Rucker, 
Ala. He was stationed at at Long Beach 
at Fort MacArthur then shipped out to 
Korea. 

He served with the 150th Transporta-
tion Cargo Helicopter Field Maintenance 
unit working on tandem rotor aircraft. 

During his service, White crossed paths 
with MASH star Jamie Farr and comedian 
Jerry Lewis. He said he saw half the world 
as his travels took him to the Okinawan Is-
lands of Japan and Adak Station in Alaska. 

White rose to the rank of Specialist 
5th Class in the army but in 1959, his dad 
passed cutting his active military service to 
33 months. 

He joined a reserve unit while help-
ing his mom with the farm near Quail. 
He worked as a route milkman delivering 
milk all over the area then was promoted 
to manager for Goldsmith Dairy in Mem-
phis. In 1972 he became a member of the 
Ready Reserve and headed back to Cali-
fornia.

White worked as a maintenance inspec-
tor then became a 1st Sgt. for the 730th 
Truck Company. He attended Fresno City 
College and took classes at the University 
of California. As a member of the Army 
Reserves, he studied psychology at a com-
munity college in Yakima Valley, Wash.   

His third year he went to work for Fresno 
County as a road equipment operator. He 
worked his way up to road maintenance 
supervisor then road superintendent. White 
promoted to Sgt. 1st Class Army Reserves. 

He retired at 60 years as he and his wife 
enjoyed traveling. Diagnosed with bone 
cancer, she passed in January 2014, after 
55 years of marriage. White lost his only 
daughter to brain cancer in November 
2014. 

White met his wife Olivia and settled in 
Palm Desert. He left his home in Fresno 
to his son.

“Olivia and I couldn’t live like they do 
out in California,” White said. “We bought 
our home in Wellington and moved here 
in August 2017. Collingsworth County 
has always been home to me.”

Neal White, Geneva Thomas and the 
late P.J. White, all of Wellington, the late 
Harold White of Hedley and Donald 
White, now of Clarendon, are some of 
Garroll White’s first cousins. 

“We are well planted in Collingsworth 
County,” he said. “I’m happy to be home.” 

He looks forward to serving as com-
mander of the local VFW Post chartered 
March 17, 1946, by 214 veterans of World 
War II. Still living is Harley William “Bill” 
Hatch, an active tenant of a retirement com-
munity in Amarillo called The Clairmont.         

Collingsworth County native Garroll White, a U.S. Army Veteran of Korea, runs around the base on a bicycle back in his 
military days. White recently accepted the Glynn Moore Veterans of Foreign Wars Post No. 6439 Commander position at 
Wellington. (Courtesy Photo)  
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