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Tips to control mosquitos
By Whitney Wyatt
The Red River Sun

CHILDRESS – Mosquitos are more than just a buzzing nuisance; they’re re-
sponsible for the transmission of numerous viruses.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there is no data to 
suggest this new coronavirus or other similar coronaviruses are spread by mosqui-
toes or ticks. While this is reassuring, Mosquito Control Awareness Week is June 
21-27 and a good time to go over tips from the Extension Office. 

Childress County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Family and Community 
Health Agent Dawn Dockter shared the 4-Ds to help control mosquitos.

Drain or Dump
Remove any standing water. Even small amounts of water, especially when com-

bined with organic materials, like leaves or dirt, provide a great place for mosquito 
larvae to grow and develop. Scummy pools and birdbaths are ideal places to grow 
mosquitos, but do not forget to check buckets, tires and anything that can act as a 
receptacle for water. 

Day, Dusk and Dark
Despite what some say, mosquitos are capable of biting at any time of day or 

night, making other precautions even more important. Mosquitos are capable of 
biting when the temperature rises above 55 degrees F. 

Dress
While it is likely warm outdoors in Texas, it is important to cover up to limit a 

mosquito’s opportunity to bite. Wear long pants and longsleeve shirts when out-
doors. A tight weave of cloth is recommended as mosquitos might be able to bite 
through loosely woven fabric. 

DEET
Use a mosquito-repellant containing DEET or one of the following ingredients: 

IR3535, Picaridin or oil of eucalyptus (paramenthane-3, 8-diol). There are numer-
ous repellants on the market that do not contain any of these ingredients.

For additional information, contact the Childress County Extension Office at 
940-937-2351. For a hub of Extension-related resources related to the COVID-19 
situation, visit https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/coronavirus/.

The Childress County Extension Office has four ways to control mosquitos. (Courtesy Image)

Wellington ISD 
Board of Trustees minutes
Special to The Sun

WELLINGTON — The Wellington In-
dependent School District Board of Education 
met in regular session on Monday, June 8 in 
the Superintendent’s Office at 609 15th Street 
in Wellington.

Call to Order: President Lynn Bartlett 
called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. with 
all members present.  Gene Pena offered the 
opening prayer. Members present were Lynn 
Bartlett, Brad Bawcom, Lance Kane, Cody 
Phillips, Gene Pena,  Alison Strickland and 
Carly Ward.  School personnel present were 
Kurt Ashmore, Jermaine Cantu, Edward 
Beck, Deidre Kane, Dian Souder and Greg 
Proffitt.

Open Forum: No one was present for 
Open Forum.

Closed Session: The Board went into 
closed session at 7:32 p.m. under Texas Open 
Meetings Act, Texas Government Code, Sec-
tion 551.074 to discuss personnel. 

The board came out of closed session at 8:01 
p.m. 

Approve Minutes: MOTION BY Lance 
Kane, SECONDED BY Alison Strickland 
to approve the minutes of the May 11 regular 
meeting as presented. Motion carried unani-
mously.

Appoint a County Appraisal District 
Board Member: MOTION BY Cody Phil-
lips, SECONDED BY Brad Bawcom to ap-
point Gene Pena as a County Appraisal Dis-
trict Board Member. Six voted for and one 
abstained. Motion carried unanimously.

Appoint a Library Board Member: MO-
TION BY Gene Pena, SECONDED BY 
Brad Bawcom to appoint Linda Powell as a 
Library Board Member. Motion carried unan-
imously.

Approve the Salary Schedule for 2020-
2021: MOTION BY Lance Kane, SEC-
ONDED BY Gene Pena to approve the 
2020-2021 Salary Schedule as presented. Mo-
tion carried unanimously.

Superintendent’s Report: For elementary, 
Janelle Popwell will move to Preschool Pro-
grams for Children with Disabilities. Carrie 
Skelton will teach third grade. Rachelle Sum-
rall and Chandi Taylor will teach first grade. 
Kacy Cabbell and Rhae Jones will move to 
kindergarten. 

In the junior high, Meagan O’Rear will be 
the counselor/teacher and Shillalie Jones will 
be the new science teacher. 

For high school, Lana Tillman will serve as 
the biology teacher. Creighton Henderson has 
been hired as the government/economics/U.S. 
history teacher and assistant football/basket-
ball/track coach.  

Lee and Karlon Brandon have resigned. 
An insurance adjuster has been out to Sam-

norwood to check storm/wind damage to 
Samnorwood buildings. Mr. Ashmore dis-
cussed tearing down some dilapidated build-
ings at Samnorwood. 

The roofers have completed the bus barn 

and will move to the elementary building, el-
ementary gymnasium and high school gymna-
sium.  They will use leftover metal to replace 
the roof on the maintenance shop.  

WISD will be picking up the route bus from 
Kelton ISD. 

Due to COVID-19, an alternate calendar 
for the fall was discussed.  

The Cyber Security training for the district 
has been completed.  

The district will be receiving CARES fund-
ing and training on how to use that funding. 

Each of the campuses posted the link to the 
application for P-EBT (Pandemic Electronic 
Benefit Transfer) on their Facebook pages, 
the one-time food benefit for families who lost 
access to free or reduced-price meals due to 
school closures. The last day to apply for this 
benefit is June 30.  

WISD is currently working on Early Child-
hood and CCMR (College, Career, Military 
Readiness) goals.  

Virtual SB 1566 for superintendent and 
board members will take place on June 16 
from 6 - 9 p.m.

Principals Reports: Mrs. Kane discussed 
the kindergarten graduation video and the 
class awards videos posted on the elementary 
Facebook page. End-of-year report cards have 
been mailed out to students.  

The last day for the school supply packet or-
ders to be placed is June 17. Mrs. Kane, Ashly 
Cantu and kindergarten - third grade teachers 
will take part in a Reading Academy starting 
in July. 

Jump-Start to school (summer school) read-
ing and math classes will take place July 27 - 30 
and August 3 - 6.  

Mr. Beck summarized the JH Bitmoji 
graduation (thanks to Mikki Lewis) and each 
of the class award videos that were posted on 
the junior high Facebook page. He reports 
that the end-of-year report cards have been 
sent out.  

Mr. Cantu began by giving a recap of the 
graduation ceremony that took place on May 
15 at the football field. The unique ceremony 
even included a lightning delay.  

WHS is proud to announce that 194 schol-
arships were awarded at the ceremony totaling 
over $421,283.  

For the first time ever, the WHS senior 
Health Science students took an industry-
based certification exam (Certified Patient 
Care Technician). Three students passed the 
exam.

High school end-of-year report cards have 
also been sent out.

Athletic Director’s Report: Coach Prof-
fitt along with Coach Sumrall are proud to 
announce that summer strength and condi-
tioning officially started today. The school 
is following UIL guidelines as well as social 
distancing protocol. Over 50 JH and HS boys 
and over 30 girls are participating. 

Adjourn: MOTION BY Brad Bawcom, 
SECONDED BY Cody Phillips to adjourn 
at 8:27 p.m. Motion carried unanimously.

Special to The Sun

CHILDRESS – The next time some-
one snacks on almonds, adds blueberries to a 
smoothie or eats pumpkin pie, thank a pollinator 
and thank farmers, ranchers and private forest-
land owners who work hard to create and main-
tain their habitat.

Pollinators, such as honeybees, bumblebees, 
butterflies, birds, bats, flies and many others, play 
a critical role in crop production. Without pol-
linators, there would not be many crops. 

During the week of June 22-28, the nation 
will celebrate these iconic and crucial pollinators 
during National Pollinator Week. This year’s 
theme is “Pollinators, Plants, People and Planet.” 

Thirteen years ago, the U.S. Senate unani-
mously designated the third week in June as 
National Pollinator Week to increase awareness 
about the importance of pollinators and the chal-
lenges many of them face, including serious pop-
ulation declines and habitat losses, often because 
of land use changes and excessive or improper 
pesticide use. Nearly 200 species of pollinators 
are considered threatened or extinct.

Pollination occurs when pollen grains are 
moved between two flowers of the same species, 
or within a single flower by wind or insects and 
animals. Successful pollination results in healthy 
fruit and fertile seeds, allowing the plants to re-
produce. 

The extensive and critical world of crop pol-
linators is a $20 billion a year industry. About 
75% of crop plants are pollinated by billions of 
animals and insects every year.

Many federal, state and local government 
agencies, non-government organizations and 
universities have launched extensive efforts to 
protect pollinators, especially honeybees and the 
Monarch butterfly. The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) works closely with farmers, 
forest landowners and other private landowners 
to increase pollinator habitat in targeted areas 
nationwide.

The Environmental Quality Incentives Pro-

gram (EQIP), through USDA’s Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service (NRCS), offers 
financial incentives to agricultural producers and 
private forest landowners who enhance pollina-
tor habitat by voluntarily implementing conser-
vation practices such as cover crops, wildflower 
and native plantings in buffers and areas not in 
production. 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) also 
can be used to enhance habitat to protect pol-
linators. Administered by USDA’s Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA), CRP is a land conservation 
program in which enrolled landowners remove 
environmentally sensitive land from agricultural 
production and plant species that will improve 
environmental health and quality. 

As owners and stewards of the land, many 
farmers, ranchers and private forest landown-
ers manage their natural resources to work to 
achieve their production goals, they are protect-
ing the rich and diverse ecology on or near their 
operations.

When people protect pollinators, it protects 
the ability to grow food. Thank the farmers, 
ranchers and private forest landowners who offer 
a safe haven for pollinators and grow the prod-
ucts people enjoy. 

Whether it’s a large commodity producer, a 
small and diverse organic producer or even a sub-
urban homeowner, they can have an important 
role in saving pollinators in Texas.

Help protect pollinators by doing the follow-
ing:

Plant appropriate vegetation. Use conserva-
tion practices and create habitat that sustains and 
enhance pollinators on the farm, forest or yard.

Use pesticides, herbicides and insecticides 
carefully on and off the farm, ranch and private 
forests. Keep operations pollinator friendly.

Protect flowering plants and potential polli-
nator nesting sites such as areas of undisturbed 
ground and native vegetation.

For more information, please contact the 
Childress County USDA/FSA office at 940-
937-8624, ext. 2. 

Farmers, ranchers and 
private forest landowners use 
conservation to protect pollinator 
habitat, boost crop production

Collingsworth Police Blotter

Childress Police Blotter
Special to The Sun

No arrest turned in this week.

Jail Book In - 1
Jail Book Out - 0
Inmates transferred to other agency - 0
Jail population - 7
Civil papers served - 4

Reminders: Please call the Sheriff’s Office to report controlled burns to keep from having 
unnecessary dispatches at 806-447-2588.

The number to Crime Stoppers is 806-447-2587. You can call this number to anony-
mously report any kind of crime or to submit tips anonymously.

On 6/12/2020 Officers responded to a request on FM 1547.
On 6/12/2020 Officers responded to a request on Hwy 83.
On 6/12/2020 Officers responded to a request for on Haskell St.
On 6/13/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 1200 block of East Ave.
On 6/13/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 700 block of Bowie St.
On 6/13/2020 EMS responded to a request for EMS in the 1100 block of Floydada 

St.
On 6/14/2020 EMS responded to a request for a BLS transfer from Collingsworth 

General Hospital to Northwest Texas Hospital.
On 6/14/2020 Officers responded to a request on FM 1035.
On 6/14/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 200 block of Bowie St.
On 6/14/2020 EMS responded to a request in the 1500 block of Childress St.
On 6/14/2020 EMS responded to a request on FM 338.
On 6/15/2020 EMS responded to a request in the 1600 block of Corsicana St.
On 6/15/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 400 block of El Paso St.
On 6/16/2020 EMS responded to a request in the 1400 block of 9th St.
On 6/16/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 1400 block of 9th St.
On 6/16/2020 EMS responded to a request for a BLS transfer from Collingsworth 

General Hospital to Northwest Texas Hospital.
On 6/16/2020 WVFD responded to a request on FM 1438.
On 6/16/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 1200 block 7th St.
On 6/16/2020 Officers responded to a request on Haskell St.
On 6/17/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 1200 block of Hwy 83.
On 6/17/2020 EMS responded to a request in the 1400 block of 9th St.
On 6/17/2020 EMS responded to a request for an ALS transfer from Collingsworth 

General Hospital to Northwest Texas Hospital in Amarillo.
On 6/18/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 700 block of El Paso St.
On 6/18/2020 EMS responded to a request in the 1400 block of Floydada St.
On 6/18/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 1400 block of Floydada St.
On 6/18/2020 EMS responded to a request for a BLS transfer from Collingsworth 

General Hospital to Baptist Saint Anthony’s Hospital in Amarillo.
On 6/18/2020 Officers responded to a request in the 1100 block of Belton St.

1306 8th Street • Wellington • 806-447-2538 

May you be blessed beyond belief in 2020!

Call for diesel and gas delivery service. Use your credit or debit card at our gas pumps! 

Show Animal & Livestock Feed


