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Gast namedGast named
ConferenceConference
Carolinas SoftballCarolinas Softball
Player of the WeekPlayer of the Week

GREENVILLE, S.C. – Lees-McRae College’s Julie Gast, pictured above, was 
named the Conference Carolinas Softball Player of the Week after leading the Bobcats 
to a split in the season-opening doubleheader at Queens (N.C.).
 Gast, a junior pre-physical therapy major, finished with a .571 batting average, four 
hits, four RBIs and a home run in the doubleheader on Saturday. The junior went 1 for 3 
with an RBI on a sacrifice fly in game one, before going 3 for 4 from the plate with three 
RBIs in game two. Gast hit a two-run home run in the top of the fifth in the second game 
to lead the Bobcats to the first win under head coach Kendall Fuller.
 Gast is a 2018 graduate of ACHS and is the daughter of Amy and Tom Gast of the 
Bethlehem Community. For more information on Lees-McRae Athletics, follow the 
Bobcats on Twitter (@LMCBobcats), on Facebook (Lees-McRae Athletics) and on 
Instagram (leesmcraeathletics).

By LAUREN WASMUND
 Science teacher, April 
Walsh, of Alexander 
County’s Virtual Academy 
for West Alexander Middle 
School and 
East Alexander 
Middle School 
received a loan 
of mammal 
skulls from the 
N.C. Wildlife 
R e s o u r c e s 
Commission. 
 The skulls 
were the bones 
from several 
different types 
of herbivores, 
omnivores and carnivores. 
Students were able to see 
structural differences 
such as flat teeth vs. sharp 
ones. 
 While students were not 
able to physically hold the 
skulls, Walsh was able to 
point out physical features  
and teach the classroom 
from her own home. 
 Walsh said the 
commission offers loaner 
boxes to teachers in 
North Carolina. The boxes 
include lesson plans, 
PowerPoint presentations 
and various diagrams. 
 The program is 
completely free and lasted 
approximately two weeks, 
which gave Walsh the 
opportunity to share the 
box with teacher Kelsey 
Bowman. Bowman is 
another virtual academy 
teacher. 
 Walsh was also granted 
a grant from the Alexander 
County Public Education 
Foundation. 
 The Education 
Foundation is a 501 (c)(3) 
corporation established to 
secure and manage funds 
to enhance the educational 
opportunities of students 
in Alexander County.
 She used the grant to 
make at-home science kits 
for her eighth-grade virtual 
academy students. The 
kits included safe, kitchen 
items such as hydrogen 
peroxide, vinegar and salt 
in addition to other items. 
 50 students were able to 
perform the experiments, 
like the making of 
“Elephant Toothpaste,” 
at home with their 
classmates over Zoom. 
Elephant toothpaste is a 

foamy substance caused 
by the rapid decompistion 
of hydrogen peroxide 
when mixed with yeast 
and warm water. 

 The making 
of Elephant 
Toothpaste has 
become a popular 
experiment to 
perform at home. 
Videos can be 
found all over 
platforms such 
as YouTube and 
Facebook. A 
popular online 
 Walsh hopes to 
continue programs 

like these in her virtual 
classroom. She also 
invites siblings and other 
members of the household 
to join in on the fun.
 She said, “It’s hard 
for students to feel 
connected. But these 
experiments allow them to 
have similar experiences 
at home as they would in 
the classroom, which is 
important during a time 
like we’re facing now.”

Virtual Academy 
receives loan from 
N.C. Wildlife 
Resources Comm. 

WALSH

2015 BUICK LACROSSE 
LEATHER GROUP

$12,188*

Stk# 
45639H

3.6L V6 E85 Flex Fuel SIDI DOHC VVT, 
6-Speed Automatic Electronic with 
Overdrive, 18/28 MPG

2016 FORD C-MAX 
HYBRID SE

$11,288*

Stk# 44290H

I4 Hybrid, CVT, 63322 mi., 42/36 MPG

2010 MERCEDES BENZ 
GLK GLK 350 $11,488*

Stk# 45804HU

3.5L V6 DOHC 24V, 7-Speed 
Automatic, 16/22 MPG 

2013 HYUNDAI 
VELOSTER

$8,988*

Stk# ST5608B

1.6L I4 DGI DOHC 16V, 6-Speed 
Manual, 27/37 MPG 

• www.RandyMarionSavALot.net • www.RandyMarionSavALot.net • www.RandyMarionSavALot.net •
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800 Highway 70 Southwest
Hickory , NC 28602

(866) 554-8030

*Plus tax, tag, $770 touch of class, 
$799 admin fee. OAC. 

See salesperson for details.
$8,888*

Stk# 45128H

1.6L I4 DGI Gamma, 6-Speed 
Automatic, 24/30 MPG 

2015 KIA 
SOUL

2015 KIA 
SORENTO LX $12,188*

STK# 44602SU

2.4L I4 DGI DOHC Dual CVVT, 
6-Speed Automatic with Sportmatic, 
73105 mi., 20/27 MPG 

2016 DODGE
JOURNEY CROSSROAD $10,988*

Stk# 45761HA

2.4L I4 DOHC 16V Dual VVT, 4-Speed 
Automatic VLP, 19/26 MPG

2016 FORD 
FOCUS SE

$10,188*

Stk# 
45626H

2.0L 4-Cylinder DGI DOHC, 6-Speed 
Automatic with Powershift 

We understand that you may have concerns about the Coronavirus (COVID-19). Your health and safety are of the utmost importance to us. 
The Randy Marion Automotive team is following and exceeding the protocols recommended by the WHO, CDC, and our local government requirements, to keep you safe.

“Closest Funeral Home to Bethlehem”“Closest Funeral Home to Bethlehem”

940 29th Avenue NE 940 29th Avenue NE 
Hickory, NC  28601Hickory, NC  28601

Each person’s life is unique and special and deserves a celebration to match. At Drum 
Funeral Home, our professional and experienced team understands the importance of 
honoring your family’s rituals and traditions and sharing your loved one’s life story. We 
proudly serve families of all faiths, religions, backgrounds and cultures.

Drum Funeral HomeDrum Funeral Home
www.drumfh-hickory.com • 828-267-5740www.drumfh-hickory.com • 828-267-5740

Located between 
Wendy’s and Bojangles

Hours: Mon. - Thurs.  
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

• Now Offering
Friday Hours

www.carolinadentalcarecenter.com

556 NC Hwy. 16 South
Taylorsville, NC

828-635-8510

TAYLORSVILLE

Call anytime to schedule an appointment.

ZOOMZOOM
WHITENINGWHITENING

$35.00 
with a $5.00 Rebatewith a $5.00 Rebate

“NEW YEAR “NEW YEAR SMILE”SMILE”
  New Patient Special

 with no Insurance

 $125
 Includes “Eye Exam, 
  Xrays & Oral Cancer 

  Screening.

A great way to use end of A great way to use end of 
year HSA Money.year HSA Money.

In network with

&

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Easy Clean Easy Clean 
Sonicare ToothbrushSonicare Toothbrush

We’re Welcoming New Pa�ents!

Dr. Mark Faruque and Cer�fied Family Nurse  
Prac��oner, Moriah Specht, are commi�ed to helping 
you and your loved ones prevent illness and maintain 

physical and emo�onal well-being by providing  
medical care and recommending healthy  

lifestyle choices.

Mark  
Faruque, MD

Moriah  
Specht, NP

Well baby, child and adult physical  
     examina�ons 
Diagnosis and treatment of acute illness 
Management of chronic condi�ons 
Minor office surgery  
Gynecological exams and treatment 
Treatment of sports injuries and orthopaedic  
     condi�ons 
Comprehensive pediatric care 
Screenings for cardiac, respiratory, vision  
     and hearing

For appointments, call: 
828.495.8226

Hours of Opera�on: 
Monday–Thursday: 8am–12:15pm 

and 1:15pm–5pm; 
Friday: 8am-12pm 

 
174 Bolick Lane #202       
Taylorsville, NC 28681
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 Cub Scout Troop #275 
will host a drive-thru 
food drive on February 27 
between 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. at various locations to 
collect food for local food 
banks. 
 Locations include 
Bethlehem Fire 
Department at 7373 NC-127, 
Taylorsville, NC 28681 

and St. John’s Lutheran 
Church at 3512 Highway 
16 South, Taylorsville, NC 
28681. 
 The troop is asking for 
canned goods and non-
perishable food items. Any 
food dropped off will be 
used in free food boxes 
and food pantries in the 
community. 

 The event will take the 
place of the Cub Scout’s 

“Scouting For Food” event, 
which usually supplies 
food pantries with a large 
supply of canned goods. 
The Cub Scouts and Boy 
Scouts would normally go 
door-to-door to collect food. 
The event was canceled 
due to COVID-19.

Cub Scout Troop #275
plans drive-thru food drive


