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Phase 2 to begin at The Parks
By: Hope Lenamon

The McGregor City Council met for a regular meeting
from 6:40-7:25 p.m. on January 11, to hear public comments, take action on two items
and receive other updates.
The meeting was held
both in-person and virtually
due to ongoing concerns about
COVID-19 health and safety
risks.
Council Members Paul
Allison, Renee Flores, Andrew
Henderson Sr., Tony Ocampo
and Mayor Jimmy Hering attended in person. Council
member David Taylor attended
virtually.
The council began the
evening with a public comment
from two citizens: Bertha Castillo and Kathy Turner.
Castillo expressed concerns about the streets surrounding her home. She also
voiced an issue with the city’s
building permits officer, Mike
Olson, and said she had attempted multiple times, without success, to meet with the
city regarding her issues.
Hering told Castillo that
City Manager Kevin Evans
would meet with her, for as
long as she needed, to present
the full scope of her concerns.
After this meeting, Hering

directed Evans to also gather
all sides of the story concerning
the issues at hand and report
everything back to the council.
During her time, Turner
thanked a city employee for
catching unusual water usage
at her home and alerting her
that the home may have a leak.
Turner also voiced her appreciation for the brush pick-up
service and asked Mayor Hering to address public safety in a
manner similar to his end of the
year article in The Mirror.
Moving on from public
comments, the council discussed, and unanimously approved, elevator repairs to the
A-100 building, formerly occupied by C3.
The current elevator at the
facility is over 20 years old and
barely passed its last inspection.
The $50,000 repair will
come from the Industrial Park
Fund—a fund which receives
15% of rental revenue from Industrial Parks tenants each year
for use in building improvements and upgrades within Industrial Park.
The council also tabled a
proposal to paint the interior of
the same building at the City
Manager Kevin Evans’ request.
In the final action item of
the night, the council unani-

Weather—

Customers with the
Heart of Texas Electric Cooperative, which serves
nearly 23,000 customers,
began reporting power outages around 10 a.m. on Sunday.
At the peak of outages,
more than 1,200 people reported losing their electricity, according to data from
the company’s outage report.
By 11 a.m. Monday, 60

mously authorized Evans to
sign an offer letter from Atmos
Energy for the purchase of land
easements and above ground facilities within the Industrial Park.
The energy company
will be buying a 112-foot by
112-foot piece of property for
$5,000.
In announcements from
the City Manager, Evans said
Ryan Lindsey, the contractor
for The Parks, told the city he
was ready to begin Phase 2 of
the development—which includes another 40 or so homes.
In announcements from
the Mayor, Hering spoke briefly to the council about an email
each member received from
citizens concerned about the
use of Certificates of Obligation versus General Obligation
Bonds.
Hering said Certificates of
Obligation, which do not have
to be voted on by taxpayers unless there is an adequate petition from qualified voters, are
typically used for public services and needs.
Hering added that although the issue was a moot
point as of now—there are no
new bonds currently being proposed—the city and council
members should always weigh
the benefits of each bond method for the projects at hand.
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customers were still reporting a loss of power.
Some of these reports
had been filed in the midmorning hours of January
11.
Others
were
filed
around 10 p.m. Sunday night
and had yet to be resolved.
Oncor, another major
provider of electricity in
the area, reported 415 of its
nearly 105,000 customers in
McLennan County lost pow-

er due to the snow storm.
Of Oncor’s roughly
3,200 customers in McGregor, 22 households lost
electricity.
Although the company,
which services more than
3 million homes across the
state, still reported almost
2,000 active outages at 11
a.m. Monday, none were
shown to be still active in
McGregor or Crawford.
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Snow Day

The MOC community
had plentiful snowmen, and kids of all
ages doned their cold
weather grew and enjoyed the day.
Top picture shows
a beautiful country
scene complete with
waving snowman.
Below: The Koch children built a six foot
Bulldog
Snowman.
Pictured with their
creation are Hayden,
Kaylon with big brother Landon.

