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On Sept. 26, 2021, the Vernon Musicians Club will 
celebrate a momentous occasion:  the club’s 100th 
anniversary. A party will be held that afternoon 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. in the Forum Room of the Wil-
barger Auditorium. 

Refreshments will be served at the come-and-go 
affair. The public is invited to attend.

In January, 1921, four members of the Methodist 
Church choir met in the studio of Miss Enid McCar
roll, a local piano teacher, to prepare some church 
music. 

These women, in addition to Miss McCarroll, were 
Mrs. Kinney, Mrs. P.W. Hendricks and Miss Bonnie 
Works. 

The ladies expressed a need for a music club in 
Vernon, an idea which soon developed into action 
and the Vernon Musicians Club was organized with 
Miss McCarroll as temporary chairman. 

Officers elected were Mrs. W.N. Stokes, president; 
Miss McCarrroll, vice-president; Miss Verna Lucky, 
secretary-treasurer and Miss Thelma Smith, re-
porter.

Due to ill health Mrs. Stokes resigned as president 
before the Fall meeting and Miss McCarroll became 
president. 

The club was affiliated with the National Federa-
tion of Music Clubs in 1923. One of the first func-
tions of the new club was to organize a choral group, 
with Mrs. Christian as director.

 In 1928, the organization sponsored a music 
education program for the schools of Vernon with 
Mrs. W.P. Thomas employed as supervisor.

First meetings of the Musicians Club were held 
in homes of the members. The club was instrumen
tal in the building of Yamparika Clubhouse where 
meetings were then held until Wilbarger Auditori-
um was completed and the Forum Room was desig
nated for club meetings.

Being a very active and enthusiastic group, the 
club purchased two grand pianos for the audito-
rium, one for use in the Forum Room and a concert 
grand piano for the main stage. Another was pur-
chased for the Empire Room. 

These significant contributions were made pos-
sible through several projects and fund raisers, in-
cluding a series of piano festivals held each spring. 

As many as fourteen pianos were arranged on the 
stage for these performances by students, with as 
many as two or three seated at each piano.

Adults, both men and women, also participated in 
the programs, which were directed by local piano 
teachers.

The Musicians Club continued to provide and 

promote musical programs in the community.  With 
the inception of Community Concerts, the club be-
came a strong supporter of that organization until 
its discontinuance.

For many years the club has provided scholar-
ship awards each Spring to graduating seniors who 
planned to continue their music education.

In recent years the club has offered an essay con-
test in two age divisions: middle school and high 
school. Open to students from both public schools 
and home schools, monetary prizes were award to 
the winners in each division.

The Musicians Club has been a member of the 
Forum Club and the Vernon Council of the Arts, as 
well as the National and Texas Federations of Music 
Clubs. 

Although many members are musicians and per-

formers, it has never been a requirement for mem-
bership.

The 2020-2022 officers include Cindy Woodard, 
President; Betty Canada, First Vice-president; Shir-
ley Corbin, Second Vice-president; Sheila White, 
Secretary/Reporter; Ray Leasure, Treasurer; Vicki 
Pennington, Parliamentarian; Diane Moore, Histo-
rian; and Jean Clark, Counselor. 

The club currently has two members elected to 
honorary lifetime membership: Penny Shelton and 
Virginia Kieschnick.

Due to a declining membership, the Vernon Musi-
cians Club will be disbanded at the end of Septem-
ber 2021. 

Although the club will no longer exist, the lilting 
notes of its 100-year legacy will be a sweet song in 
the memory of its members and the community.

Vernon Musicians Club to celebrate 100th anniversary
Public invited to attend
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A chorus of Musicians Club members performing.  Members of the chorus include Chyrlon Stroud, Sharon Browning, Jean Clark, Shirley 
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  The Happy Huggers of Faith 
United Methodist Church met for the 
Sept. 8  meeting.

  Before taking part in the covered 
dish meal, Monika Thompson gave 
the invocation.

Evelyn McCardell welcomed every-
one. She reminded everyone of the 
celebration and also gave a report on 
the quilt being raff led in the fall. 

Evelyn McCardell read an article 
about a teacher asking young stu-
dents questions. The answers were so 
funny.  

 Marlene Huffer did the devotional, 
she used Romans 8:28 and other 
verses. If God is for us, who can be 
against us. 

She read Footprints, God is car-
rying us and you only see one set of 
footprints.

Marlene Huffer closed with a 
prayer. 

 Peggy Howe conducted two games. 
The first was a back to school word 
search. Larry Sousa, Sandy McCrary 
and Johnnie Shelton were the win-
ners. 

The second game was a back to 
school crossword puzzle. Grace 
McLaughlin, Marguerite Gray and 
Larry Sousa were the winners. 

 Rev. Terry Tamplen gave the clos-
ing prayer. God Be with You was 
sung. 

The tables were pretty as always 
as those decorating, Sandy McCrary, 
Butch Bergt and Judy Fennell, always 
do a good job. 

The theme was “Back to School. 
The tables were covered in red table 
cloths. The center of the tables had a 
bouquet of chrysanthemums in a milk 
can.

On each side of the cans was a pic-
ture of a yellow school bus. Down the 
tables were children’s books, chalk, 
crayons and notebooks. There were 
two chalk boards. one chalk board 
was “Let’s learn.”

Those attending were Peggy Howe, 
Scotty and Donna Thomas, Claire 
Bramlett,  Susan Richardson, Butch 
Bergt, Sandy McCrary,  Monika 
Thompson, Larry and Donna Sousa, 
Harlan Screws, Evelyn McCardell, 
Bettie Ruarck, Marlene Huffer, John-
nie Shelton, Joyce Inglish, Grace 
McLaughlin, Rev. Terry Tamplen, 
Patricia Rogers, Marguerite Gray and 
Coleeta Cook. 

Everyone is invited to attend on the 
second Wednesday of the month  at 
2450 High School Drive.   

Happy Huggers meet for luncheon
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Koby Lain Dickerson and Kayla Dawn Woodard
Brian Alan Hada and Christina Marie Sabanpan Gibson
Alberto Rosa and Kara Elizabeth Montez

LONDON (AP) — Prin-
cess Beatrice and her 
husband Edoardo Mapelli 
Mozzi have had a baby 
daughter, Buckingham 
Palace said Monday.

The baby, who was born 
on Saturday at London’s 
Chelsea and Westmin-
ster Hospital, weighed 6 
pounds and 2 ounces (2.78 
kilos). Her name was not 
immediately revealed.

The new baby’s grand-
parents and great-grand-

parents have all been 
informed. She is Queen 
Elizabeth II’s 12th great-
grandchild.

Beatrice, who is 10th in 
the line of succession to 
the British throne, is the 
eldest daughter of Prince 
Andrew and his ex-wife, 
Sarah, Duchess of York. 

Beatrice married mil-
lionaire property tycoon 
Mapelli Mozzi in July 
2020 in a private wedding 
ceremony at the Royal 

Chapel of All Saints at 
Royal Lodge, Windsor. 
The ceremony strictly ad-
hered to COVID-19 rules 
that limited gatherings 
and was attended by the 
Queen and the late Prince 
Philip.

Beatrice, 33, had origi-
nally planned to marry 
Mapelli Mozzi on May 
29 in the Chapel Royal at 
St. James’s Palace. The 
ceremony was postponed 
because of the pandemic.

Princess gives birth to daughter


