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A pair of spectacular West Virginia State Parks
Morgan County stands out among
the state’s 55 counties for being home
to two West Virginia state parks.
Both parks are operated by the
West Virginia Division of Natural
Resources and are open to the public
with no entrance fee. Many park
amenities are free as well.
Berkeley Springs State Park
304-258-2711

In the center of the county seat,
Berkeley Springs State Park stands as
the focus of the town’s tourism focus
on spring water and healing.
It’s located right across the town
square from the Morgan County
Courthouse.
Berkeley Springs State Park is
tiny – just 5 acres – but contains a
public swimming pool, channels of
spring water where the public can
wet their feet and children can
splash. The park has two separate
bathhouses that let visitors soak in
heated spring water as many travelers
have here during the last three centuries.
A park gazebo is used for local
musical shows and public events, and
the park fills with vendors, musicians
and visitors during the annual
Apple Butter Festival in October.
For being the smallest state park in
West Virginia, Berkeley Springs
State Park is busy, well-visited and
represents the town to many.

Cacapon State Park
304-258-1022

On the southern end of Morgan
County, Cacapon State Park spreads
across 6,000 acres along the valley
floor and up the eastern slope of
Cacapon Mountain. It extends more
than 10 miles, tip-to-tip, narrowing to
a finger on the northern end of the
mountain above the Panorama
Overlook. Small sections of the
western slope of Cacapon Mountain
are also contained in the park.
Cacapon State Park was built by the
Civilian Conservation Corps on land
that had been clear-cut for its viable
timber in the early 20th century. It
officially opened July 1, 1937. CCC
workers built cabins in the 1940s, then
more park buildings were added in the
lodge in the 1950s. The golf course
was added to the park in 1973.
The park just added a 78-room addition to the lodge, an indoor/outdoor
pool, spa and addition meeting and
eating spaces. The lodge is open during construction.
Cacapon State Park has two lakes –
the lower one has a beach and boat
docks for recreation. The upper reservoir lake is open for fishing.
A Nature Center offers insights into
the plants and animals to be found in
the park. Situated in the main picnic
loop area of the park, the center is the
hub for guided hikes.
The park also offers new mountain
biking trails, accessed from the Batt
Pavilion. Below the Batt Pavilion, a
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sporting clay range is open for recreational shooting.
Park users can explore the side of
Cacapon Mountain on seven trails,
from a flat multi-use gravel trail to the
steep Ziler Trail, which climbs to the
top of Cacapon Mountain on a
northern and southern loop, or straight
up the mountain. The Central Trail is

relatively flat, and travels north/south
mid-way up the mountain. Ridge and
Piney Ridge Trail follow the tops of
shorter ridges in the park. A full trail
guide is available at the lodge and
Nature Center and can be downloaded
from the West Virginia State Park
website.

Cacapon State Park’s back patio.

