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 Williamson said that there are dif-

ferent varieties of dogwoods. They in-
clude the showy pink dogwood, white 
dogwood and the Kousa dogwood 
(Japanese dogwood), which is a multi-
stemmed dogwood with clumps of 
blooms.  He noted that they can be 
tricky to grow and that they need a lit-
tle shade.  

When he worked in landscaping, 
Williamson said he had to replace a 
lot of dogwoods. 

“They don’t work well in full sun,” 
he said.   

Fruit trees 
Cherry trees are grown around here 

and surround the mall in Washington 
D.C.  They are widely planted now.   

The Yoschino cherry trees (Japan-
ese cherry) have really pretty blooms 
and can be planted at homes.  
Williamson said he has some of these 
cherry trees at his home. 

Apple trees and plum trees have 
lovely blooms with a light fragrance.  
Crabapple and peach blossoms are 
colorful and delicate.  Williamson ad-
vised if people are going to grow fruit 
trees that they protect them from 
wildlife. Deer, squirrels and birds are 
the usual culprits that prey on fruit 
trees, but bears can be a problem too.   

“They try to get the fruit and bite the 
tree off,” Williamson said.  

Some methods of protecting trees 
include pruning, netting,  fake ani-
mals, sound and noise, organic repel-
lents and putting barriers or netting 
around the tree trunk.  

Southern magnolia 
Another beautiful spring-blooming 

tree is the southern magnolia. It can 
get quite large -- at least 80-90 feet 
high -- and has large, white fragrant 
flowers.   

The southern magnolia prefers 
moist, well-drained soil and full sun 
or partial shade, depending on your lo-
cation. Williamson said that Morgan 
County is at the northern edge of its 
range. 

“Some people in the south love 
them,” Williamson said.   

He noted that southern magnolia 
trees do much better down south.  
They are also an evergreen tree. 

Lilacs and quince 
Lilac bushes grow to heights rang-

ing from six feet to 32 feet, depending 
on the species.  They fare best in full 
sun, but will tolerate a little shade.  
They like rich, well drained soil.  Lilac 
flowers can be light purple, white, 
pale yellow, pink and  burgundy in 
color.  They can be grown from cut-
tings. Butterflies love lilac bushes. 

Quince can get 16 feet to 26 feet 
high and produces orange fruit. Prop-

agation is done by cuttings. Quince 
tolerates both sun and shade, but 
needs more sunlight to produce bigger 
blooms.  It’s a very hardy, drought-
tolerant shrub and adapts easily to 
many soils. 

Good time to plant 
Williamson said that it’s a good 

time of year to plant these spring-

blooming trees and shrubs right now.  
The best time for planting is spring 
and fall.  You can plant in the sum-
mer, but it’s too hot and dry then. 

“It’s a good time to be thinking 
about it,” Williamson said of planting 
and planning now for next year’s 
show of spring blossoms at your 
home. 

Flowering white dogwood is scattered along the edge of the woods. 
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