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by Kate Evans 
Spring landscapes bring joy to win-

ter-weary folks with roadsides filled 
with dazzling pink redbud trees blos-
soms and front yards dotted with  pink  
azaleas,  lilac bushes, yellow forsythia 
and red quince. Woodlands sparkle 
with white sarvis and dogwood.  

Rhododendron, the West Virginia 
state flower, reigns supreme with its 
purple magnificence. 

Morgan County Forester Tyler 
Williamson from District 2 of the 
West Virginia Division of Forestry 
recommends planting these favorite 
spring trees and shrubs to have the 
beauty of the season around your 
home every year since they all do well 
in our area. Most can be bought at area 
nurseries while others can be started 
by cuttings.  

Rhododendrons, azaleas 
Azaleas and rhododendrons are na-

tive to Appalachia and this area, he 
said.  Size can vary from two feet to 
20 feet high.  

In nature, rhododendrons grow 
along creeks.  For them to thrive they 
need a lot of water.  

Williamson recommended planting 
them near a drainage ditch or using a 
soaker to keep them watered as they 
are hard to get established.   

Mulching also helps, especially if 
they’re young plants just getting 
started. Rhododendrons prefer a well-
drained soil that’s rich in organic ma-
terial.  They enjoy a sunny spot with 
some shade and can be planted beside 
your home. 

Azaleas like full sun and are easier 
to get established than rhododendrons, 
Williamson said. They like well-
drained, acidic soil.  Azaleas are 
grown through stem cuttings or stem 
layering.  Good drainage is a must for 
these shrubs. 

Redbuds, forsythia 
Williamson suggested planting 

Eastern redbud trees, which are 
hardier.  While many grow along 
roads, they can be placed in your yard.  

He said that redbuds bloom better in 
full sun and are more tolerant of full 
sun than the dogwoods. Redbuds may 
get a little taller-around 30 feet or so. 

Redbud blooms are spectacular, but 
they don’t stick around that long, he 
said.  Their green leaves start to 
emerge  a few weeks after they bloom.   

Forsythia is known for its delicate 
bright yellow springtime blossoms.  It 
is fairly easy to grow and can be 
grown from cuttings, Williamson said. 
Forsythia needs a good bit of sun to 
bloom but is tolerant of partial sun. It 
needs to be planted in well-drained 
soil.  

Williamson has seen forsythia get 
up to 10 feet high, but it’s not going to 
get enormous, he noted.  

Pruning is best done in the spring 
after the bush has flowered.  

Sarvis, dogwoods 
Sarvis is known by many different 

names including serviceberry, 
Juneberry, sarvisberry and shadbush.   

The white blossoms of the sarvis 
tree are the early heralds of spring in 
West Virginia.  The tree ranges from 
15 feet to 30 feet in height.  Its flowers 
are mostly seen in the woods in early 
spring and the tree can be purchased 
at nurseries, Williamson said.  

Dogwoods are a very popular spring 
flowering tree.  They can become 20-
25 feet tall and grow in sunny spots 
and partial shade.  Dogwoods grow in 
a variety of soils-moist, loamy, rich, 
well-drained soil and clay. 

Plant your favorite spring blossoms at home
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    Morgan County Forester Tyler 
Williamson from the West Virginia 
Division of Forestry District 2 of-
fered some tips for planting trees 
correctly. 

DEPTH 
   Williamson said to make sure that 
you plant your tree at the proper 
depth.  The biggest mistake people 
make is planting their tree too 
deep.  You want the soil level in the 
pot or where the burlap meets the 
tree top to match the top of the soil 
level on the ground.  It’s better to 
plant the tree too high than too 
low, he noted. Mulch is usually 
added around the base of the tree. 

PLANTING HOLE 
   Williamson said that if the plant-
ing hole is too large that the tree 
can actually drown and be too sat-
urated so that the tree remains too 
wet. 

KEEP WATCH IN FIRST YEAR 
   Williamson also recommended 
that people stake the tree after 
they plant it if the tree is more than 
four or five feet tall so the wind 
doesn’t rock it and break the fine 
roots that are growing.  For the first 
year he advised that people keep an 
eye on the tree and water it to make 
sure it’s moist. Once the tree is es-
tablished watering isn’t necessary. 

Tips for  
planting trees 

Rhododendrons are West Virginia’s state flower and have spectacular blooms 
in springtime.                                                                          photo by Kate Evans 

Apple trees have lovely, scented blossoms in the spring. 
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