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A Hancock stop on the C&O Canal
Our neighbor across the river
Hancock, Md., is located
six miles north of Berkeley
springs along U.S. 522.
The town stands on the
north shore of the Potomac
River, along the C&O Canal
and at the intersections of
Interstate 70 and Interstate
68. For more information
about
Hancock,
visit
townofhancock.org.
Hancock’s C&O Canal visitor’s center stands at Mile Marker 122.9 on the
184.5-mile towpath which runs from Cumberland to Georgetown, Md. At this
stop, visitors can see the Bowles House, Lock 52 and the Tonoloway Aqueduct
within a short distance of each other. A wide view of the Potomac River is
visible at the Aqueduct, which takes the canal over Tonoloway Creek.
The C&O Canal National Historical Park contains over 20,000 acres of trail,
historical sites and natural features. It is open to the public and part of the
National Park Service.

The Bowles House acts as Hancock’s visitor’s center for the National
Historical Park. Open seasonally for visits by local volunteer guides, the house
is named for the prominent Bowles family.
According to a family history penned by William Bauman of the C&O Canal
Association, the property was tied to a plantation owned by James H. Bowles,
which operated using slave labor in the mid-1800s.
“This property, located along Tonoloway Creek, included a grist-mill operated
by his son, Samuel Bowles. The property also bordered on the C&O Canal, and
for a time the aqueduct over Tonoloway Creek was known as Bowles
Aqueduct.”
William Bowles, another of James’ sons, later lived in the brick house next
to Lock 52 after he married, and ran a feed store there.
The current Bowles House dates to an 1875 renovation undertaken by William
Bowles, in which he added a second story and a rear ell with porch.
Bowles continued farming and was president of the Hancock Bank at the time
of his death in 1903. More history of the structure and the Bowles family is available at the visitor’s center and from the C&O Canal Association.

Lock 52 on the C&O Canal stands near the Bowles House, which acts as
Hancock’s visitor’s center for the National Historical Park. Locks allowed canal
boats carrying cargo to navigate higher and lower elevations along the length
of the canal.

