
14  Wednesday, September 22, 2021  Outdoor Morgan County

by Kate Evans 
Civilian Conservation Corps workers in the 

1930s built the foundations and features of 
many state parks across the country that 
Americans have enjoyed for years. At Ca-
capon State Park, the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) constructed the Old Inn, the pic-
nic area, the stables, cabins, the lake and 
around 20 miles of hiking and horse trails.  

100-year-old George Beam was a CCC 
worker at Camp Morgan in 1938 and helped 
to build Cacapon State Park.  He was honored 
at the September 5 Cacapon State Park 
Homecoming.  

Beam was 17 years old when he joined the 
CCC in March, 1938 and was at Camp Mor-
gan at the park for six months.  Beam is from 
Fort Ashby in Mineral County. He lives now 
in Virginia with his daughter Shirley Bosley. 

Beam said in a phone interview with  
The Morgan Messenger that he worked in the 
tile factory at Camp Morgan.  They mixed 
concrete, poured it into the form and  
made concrete tiles called bell end tiles that 
were made to fit together. The concrete  
tiles were used on the paths and the park  
road to the top of the mountain.   Before he 
worked in the tile factory he dug ditches at 
the park. 

In Camp Morgan there was a program that 
took the CCC workers from camp by truck to 
Martinsburg to attend evening classes once a 
week.  Beam said he studied blueprinting, 
welding and general mechanics in his evening 
classes. 

Camp activities 
Civilian Conservation Workers at Camp 

Morgan lived in barracks at the camp.  They 
worked during the day and had activities like 
baseball and basketball in the evenings, Beam 
said.  Some CCC workers went to town to the 
movies, but Beam said he never did.  

Beam played on their baseball team in the 
evening.  They picked sides and chose teams 
after work.  After playing baseball they  
returned to their barracks and went to bed at 
9 p.m. 

Earned $1 a day 
CCC workers at Camp Morgan were paid 

a $1 a day. Officials sent $25 a month home 
to his family and he got $5 a month for ex-
penses, Beam said.  He bought cigarettes with 
his money.  They were 10 cents a pack then. 
All his buddies smoked too.   Beam would 
light up a cigarette and pass it around and four 
or five guys would take a drag and pass it 
back. 

 
see BEAM’S CACAPON SERVICE page 15 
 

George Beam helped build Cacapon State Park

100 year old George Beam (front center), a former Civilian 
Conservation Corps (CCC) worker from Fort Ashby in Mineral 
County, was  honored for his service in helping to build Ca-
capon State Park  at Camp Morgan in 1938. Beam is pictured 
with Cacapon State Park Superintendent Scott Fortney,  
Beam’s daughter Shirley Bosley and Park Ranger Joe Em-
merth.
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