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(from page 7) 
Commercial ground blinds are becoming more 

and more popular. The most commonly-used type 
resembles a camouflage tent. These blinds vary 
greatly in size and quality. Some are very basic and 
simply hide the hunter. Others have heavy material 
that helps contain the hunter’s scent, with multiple 
windows that can be opened, closed or partially 
opened, depending on the direction or directions the 
hunter wants to be able to see or shoot. Some for 
archery hunting even have “shoot through” mesh, 
which lets hunters shoot arrows through the mesh at 
a close-range target without significant disruption of 
flight.  

These blinds are great for taking a young hunter. 
They are comfortable, provide protection from rain, 
can be heated, and allow those inside to get away 
with more movement than sitting in the open or in a 
natural brush blind. These blinds vary greatly in 
price, with top end versions costing over $500 but 
fairly high-quality ones can be purchased for less 
than $300, sometimes less than $200. I usually pay 
about $150 by buying last year’s models, after sea-
son sales, etc. 

Hard walled blinds are even warmer, more com-
fortable, and have greater scent containment. 
Whether homemade wooden huts, or commercial 
blinds made of various types of polymer, these 
blinds can be very comfortable and efficient. They 
do have some downsides, though. They are not very 
portable, and are mostly used on private property, 
with landowner approval. They are also much more 
expensive. Building a nice blind, or buying one pre-
made, can cost $1,500 or more – sometimes much 
more. 

Hunt from above 
Many hunters prefer to hunt from an elevated po-

sition, or tree stand. Being up in the air can help with 
visibility and sometimes with scent control. There 
are probably even more variations on this type of 
hunting than with ground blinds. We will cover 
some of the popular ones. 

The most basic type of elevated stand is to simply 
climb a tree. I did this quite a bit when I was 
younger, but don’t recommend it. It’s hard to find a 
safe, comfortable position, and can be difficult to 
make an accurate shot. We are usually better off with 
some type of stand. 

On private property, with landowner permission, 
hunters sometimes build permanent tree stands. 
These used to be much more popular than they are 
now. If you own your own property, or have the 
landowner’s blessing and the construction skills, you 
might be able to build a fantastic stand. Otherwise, 
you’re probably better off with some type of com-
mercial stand. There are many types available. 

The most portable and quickest to get into position 
are the “climbing” type stands.  

If a hunter is physically capable of using this type 
of stand, and follows the proper safety precautions, 
they can be an extremely effective way to hunt. Most 
are not as roomy or comfortable as some other types 
of stands, but I have stayed in mine all day many 
times. The mobility and speed of setting up is very 
helpful, especially when hunting public land or big 
tracts. Prices typically range from $150 to $400. 

Another very portable type of stand are the “hang 
on” type stands. These stands are usually put up with 
screw-in steps (check regulations), or climbing 
sticks. Many hunters who use these stands have sev-
eral out in a given hunting area, so they can switch 
stands depending on time of day, wind direction, or 
deer movement. They are not quite as fast to put up 
as using a climber, but are easier and quieter to get 
in and out of once in place. These are usually priced 
from about $75 to around $300. 

Ladder type stands seem to be increasingly popu-
lar. They are somewhat heavy, and take some time 
to get into place, but make a great stable, safe plat-
form. They come in many different heights. I have 
seen and owned models from 12’-22’ in height, with 
15’ seemingly very popular. They also come in dif-
ferent widths and type of seats, from very narrow 
one-man platforms, to two-person bench seats. Some 
models even have camouflage blind material around 
them. There is a size, height, and price range to suit 
almost any hunting requirement. I see lots of ladder 
stands priced from around $75-$400. 

Another type of elevated stand, often used where 
there aren’t suitable trees present, are stands built on 
poles. These stands run the gamut from very basic, 
to extremely fancy. They can be anything from a seat 
on a tripod, to an enclosed box blind built on  a 
raised platform, with windows that can be opened 
and closed. They share all the advantages of an en-
closed ground blind, and add the advantage of being 
up in the air. Of course, they are usually restricted 
to private land, aren’t very mobile, and can be very 
expensive, starting at around $500, and quickly 
going up from there. Like all the different types of 
stands we have discussed, and countless others, they 
have their place. 

Whatever type of stand you decide to use, always 
use all the appropriate safety equipment and proce-
dures and follow the manufacturer’s instructions. 

Weigh all the options. Figure out what is right for 
you. You may find that you need several different 
types of stands to cover different hunting situations. 
I know I do. 

 
Wade Shambaugh has lived in Morgan County his 

whole life and is a lifelong outdoorsman. He writes 
the Everyday Outdoors column.

Hunting stands

Gear and bow hanging near a tree stand. 

Fall hunting seasons  
at a glance 

 
Check the West Virginia Hunting and 

Trapping Guide for full regulations, 
bag limits and season details. 

 
SQUIRREL 

September 11-February 28 
 

BEAR 
Archery/crossbow:  

September 25 - December 31  
Gun:  

October 21-24/November 22-December 31 
 

TURKEY 
October 9-17  /  October 25-November 14 
 

DEER 
Archery/crossbow:  

September 25 - December 31 
Buck Firearms:  

November 22 – December 5 
Antlerless: 

October 21 - 24;  
November 22 – December 5 

     December 9 – 12 and 
December 28 – 31 

Muzzleloader:  
December 13 – 19

A ladder stand. 


