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Hunting remains a long-standing tradition in  
Morgan County, and fall is the most important part 
of the hunting year here. Local hunters wait impa-
tiently for the fall whitetail season to open, and for 
the turkey and small game seasons that weave in and 
out of deer season. 

Morgan County hunters took 545 antlerless deer 
and 500 bucks in the fall of 2020. 

Even those who don’t hunt can make themselves 
aware of when hunters are most likely to be in the 
woods on private and public land.  

Several separate seasons will open and close in 
fall and winter. Hunters must follow season dates, 
be properly licensed and observe bag limits and 
comply with all of West Virginia’s regulations about 
where and how they may hunt.  

Game must be checked with the West Virginia Di-
vision of Natural Resources online (WVdnr.gov), at 
a hunting license agent or by calling 844-WVcheck 
(844-982-4325). Hunters will need their DNR ID 
number to field tag game and complete a game 
check. 

Morgan County is part of the state’s Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) Containment Area, which 
includes all of Berkeley, Grant, Hampshire, Hardy, 
Jefferson, Mineral and Morgan counties. Hunters 
must follow specific rules for transporting deer or 
deer parts out of the area. 

“Regulated hunting is the most important tool for 
managing game mammals and birds. Hunting sea-
sons are established, (i.e., season lengths, bag limits, 
sex of bird/mammal legal for harvest) based on 
sound scientific research and biology of the game 
species and to maximize recreational opportunities 
for hunters,” West Virginia DNR officials remind 
the public. 

Squirrel, rabbit, hare 
Gray, black, albino or fox squirrel can be taken 

from September 11 through February 28, 2022. A 
special youth squirrel season for hunters age 8 to 17 
is open September 4-5. Hunters are limited to six 
squirrel per day. There is no season limit. 

Cottontail rabbit and varying hare seasons open 
November 6 and run through February 28, 2022. 
Hunters are limited to five rabbits and two hares per 
day. There is no season limit for either species. 

Bear 
Archery and crossbow season for bear opens Sep-

tember 25 and continues through December 31.  
Hunters are limited to one bear per day, with a sea-

son limit of two bear provided that one of those bear 
must be taken in Boone, Fayette, Kanawha, Logan, 
McDowell, Mingo, Nicholas, Preston, Raleigh or 
Wyoming counties. 

Gun season for bear in Morgan County is open 
October 21-24, then again November 22-December 
31.  

A special bear season is open October 16-17 to 
youth hunters aged 8-17, Class Q/QQ and Class XS 
license holders. A daily limit is one bear, which 
counts toward the season bag limit. 

Other counties in the state may follow different 
season dates. 

Turkey 
Archery, crossbow and gun season for turkey runs 

in Morgan County October 9-17 and October 25-
November 14. One turkey of either sex may be taken 
during the fall season.  

Deer 
Archery and crossbow season for deer opens in 

Morgan County on September 25 and continues 
through December 31.  

Buck firearms season runs November 22 to De-
cember 5. 

Antlerless firearms season runs in split dates, Oc-
tober 21-24; November 22-December 5; December 
9-12 and December 28-31. 

Muzzleloader season for deer locally runs Decem-
ber 13-19. 

A split season for youth hunters, Class Q/QQ and 
Class XS license holders runs October 16-17 and 
again December 26-27. 

In 2022, a special Mountaineer Heritage season 
runs January 13-16 for deer, bear and turkey for 
hunters using single-shot lock or flintlock muzzle-
loading rifles or pistols. 

A maximum of three antlerless deer may be taken 
on the appropriate hunting licenses during the sea-
son. A maximum of three bucks may be taken dur-
ing all deer seasons, with the appropriate licenses.   

In Morgan County, hunters must kill an antlerless 
deer within the county before taking a second 
antlered deer in the county. 

A hunter may take two deer on the same day, but 
only one of those may be antlered. 

All deer must be checked within 72 hours of when 
it was killed, or within 24 hours of the close of a sea-
son, whichever comes first. 

Rules revisited each year 
In West Virginia, the Natural Resources Commis-

sion (NRC) is responsible for setting open seasons, 
season lengths, sex and bag limits, which are called 
exempt rules because they do not require passage by 
the West Virginia Legislature.  

Season changes and recommendations from the 
wildlife biologists and wildlife managers are pre-
sented to the West Virginia Division of Natural Re-
sources (WVDNR) director annually for approval 
and are presented to the public for comments during 
the regulations public meetings held across the state.  

The annual season frameworks, bag limits, the 
public’s input from the regulations public meetings 
and other issues are presented to the NRC at their 

spring meeting (big-game seasons) and summer 
meeting (small-game seasons for the next year) to 
be approved or rejected. The DNR will hold spring 
public meetings on March 14 and 15, 2022 about 
proposed rules for 2022-2023. 

Full regulations online 
Hunters must follow all West Virginia regulations 

relating to weapons, hunting times, locations, bait-
ing, firearms caliber and handling, daily and season 
limits, vehicle use on public land and reporting to 
the state.  

Regulation booklets are available where hunting 
and fishing licenses are sold, at checking stations 
and online at https://wvdnr.gov/hunting/hunting- 
regulations/. 

Morgan County is located in West Virginia DNR 
District 2. The District office is located in Romney 
and can be reached by calling 304-822-3551.  
Rich Rogers is the head of Wildlife Management 
and Capt. Tom Stuckey is the head of DNR Law  
Enforcement for the district.

Fall opens the season West Virginia hunters wait for


