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Cacapon State Park has welcomed 
overnight visitors since it first opened 
in 1937. Those earliest guests stayed 
at what is now known as the Old Inn, 
or in log cabins built around the upper 
park area by crews of Civilian Conser-
vation Corps (CCC) workers. Later, 
the state park system added “modern” 
cabins in the lower park and a main 
lodge was built. Cacapon keeps 
adding new ways for guests to stay 
overnight in the park. In May, a 78-
room addition to the lodge opened to 
the public. At roughly the same time, 
a different kind of lodging was added 
to the menu – “glamping” sites on the 
top of Cacapon Mountain.  

Camping at Cacapon State Park 
hadn’t been an option until now.  Ca-
capon, along with several other West 
Virginia State Parks including Lost 
River, Hawk’s Nest and Blackwater 
Falls, is now home to nine tent camp-
ing sites along the Overlook Trail. The 
camping operation is run under a con-
tract between the State Parks and a 
private vendor called Tentrr. That 
company, based in New York City, 
has created a network of campsite se-
tups on private and public land across 
the U.S.  

The “glamping” – or glamour 
camping – sites at Cacapon State Park 
are all located along the eastern side 
of the fire road that runs northward 
along the top of Cacapon Mountain 
from the park’s overlook.  

 At each site, Tentrr provides a can-
vas tent built on a wooden deck base, 
a fire ring, table, chairs, a basic potty 
chair and trash cans. Tents house a 
foam mattress bed on a frame. Sites 
don’t have power or water. 

Guests drive into the sites along the 
park’s fire road on top of the moun-
tain. 

Cacapon’s Assistant Superintendent 
Kelly Smith said a Tentrr representa-
tive guides guests, handles any camp-
site needs and manages the sites. 
Reservations for the sites are made 
through the West Virginia State Park 
lodging system, she said.  

Camp sites on top of the mountain 
will close between November 1 and 
April 1, when the gate at the top of the 
fire road/Overlook Trail closes for the 
winter. 

Smith said the sites have been busy 
on the weekends especially during the 
summer.  

Guests have reported seeing bear 
and rattlesnakes near their campsites. 
Both are well-known residents of the 
park, especially on  the side of Ca-
capon Mountain.   

One couple from Pennsylvania who 
stayed at a campsite was drawn to Ca-
capon because of the availability of 
camping, they said. They’re used to 
bringing their own gear to camp, and 
enjoyed the ease of having everything 
set up for them in a quiet spot. 

 

Top of Cacapon Mountain 
in state park now home 
to tent “glamping” sites 

A Tentrr camping site on top of Cacapon Mountain gets morning light.

Canvas “glamping” tent sites are now open in Cacapon State Park. All 
sites include a tent, chairs, benches and table, along with a fire ring. 

Canvas tents on wooden platforms now dot the eastern side of Ca-
capon’s Overlook trail between the scenic overlook and the top of the 
park’s Ziler Trail.                                                         photos by Kate Shunney 
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