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(from page 14) 
Beam would hitchhike home on the 

weekends when he could to see his 
parents and his girl Thelma, his future 
wife.  Sometimes he would thumb a 
ride up Route 522 from Camp Morgan 
and come back to Fort Ashby from 
Cumberland.   

Beam would also walk up over  
Cacapon Mountain and down the 
other side to hitchhike up Route 9 
West and Route 51 in Maryland to get 
home to Fort Ashby. Beam’s parents 
and sometimes Thelma’s parents 
would drive him back to Camp Mor-
gan after his weekend stays. 

CCC benefits 
While Fort Ashby was quite a dis-

tance from Camp Morgan-nearly an 
hour’s drive-Beam said it was the 
closest place for him to register for the 
Civilian Conservation Corps.  The 
main reason Beam joined the CCC 
was to provide income for his family.  
He was also grateful for the school  
opportunities that the CCC provided. 

Beam said that at Camp Morgan his 
instructor was an Army officer and 
that he learned how to stand at atten-
tion, stand for reveille, how to salute 
an officer, make his bed, polish his 
shoes, salute the flag and how to put 
his clothes in a foot locker. 

Helped him in the Army 
The Civilian Conservation Corps 

discipline and military training  bene-
fited Beam enormously when he got 
into the Army and helped him  
advance quickly from a private to a 
staff sergeant in charge, he said.   

Beam was drafted in November, 
1942 and was in the 11th Armored Di-

vision, 21st armored infantry battal-
ion, said his grandson Brian Bosley. 
Beam said he commanded the 60 mil-
limeter mortar squad for two years. 
Beam received a number of medals 
and badges for his Army service in-
cluding the Purple Heart Medal for 
Combat Wounded, Rifle Armored In-
fantry, European Campaign and Good 
Conduct. 

Interview 
Cacapon State Park Naturalist  

Valerie Chaney discovered when they 
were talking on his porch a couple 
summers ago that Beam, her next door 
neighbor her whole life, had been in 
the CCC at Camp Morgan.  She said 
she was excited to share his story with 
park visitors and learn more about  
Cacapon State Park’s early history.  

Earlier this spring West Virginia 
Public Broadcasting helped Chaney 
record an interview with Beam where 
he talks about life at Camp Morgan, 
his work digging ditches and making 
tile and his schooling in reading blue-
prints.   

In the Cacapon State Park Nature 
Center exhibits Chaney shares that  
interview with a scanned bar code.  
The exhibit also has a historic group 
photo of Camp Morgan with Beam in 
it when he was 17 years old. 

To hear Chaney’s interview with 
Beam, copy and paste this link in your 
web browser: https://sites.google. 
com/view/audiotourofcampmorgan/ 
home. 

Chaney said in their interview that 
the Ziler Trailer that Beam walked to 
get up the mountain is one of the most 
strenuous trails in Cacapon State Park.  
It goes straight up the mountain and 
there’s no path going down the other 
side.  

Beam said in his interview with 
Chaney that he knew it was going to 
be a park when he was working at 
Camp Morgan, but he didn’t know 
how long it would last.   

Cacapon State Park, a 6,000 acre 
year-round state park, officially 
opened July 1, 1937 with much of the 
park construction occurring in the 
1940s by CCC workers and other 
buildings and construction taking 
place in the 1950s and 1970s.  

The park’s latest renovations  
continue its long legacy of being a 
destination spot for locals and visitors 
from far and wide.

Beam’s Cacapon service

ABOVE: The Civilian Conserva-
tion Corps (CCC) exhibit at the  
Cacapon State Park Nature Center 
includes an interview with 100 year 
old CCC worker George Beam done 
by Park Naturalist Valerie Chaney,  
CCC photos from Camp Morgan 
and other artifacts. Chaney is  
pictured below.

LEFT: George Beam is seen in 
his Army uniform in the 1940s.                  

photo courtesy of Brian Bosley 
 

Former CCC worker George 
Beam is pictured with his wife 
Thelma Beam.  She passed away in 
December, 2020. 
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See a photo of all the CCC workers 

at Camp Morgan on page 30.
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