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by Wade Shambaugh 
Hunting from a stationary position 

is one of the most popular and produc-
tive ways to hunt whitetail deer. No 
matter whether hunting with a gun or 
bow, a hunter is much more likely to 
see an animal before it sees them if 
they are sitting still and the animal is 
moving.  

There are two main types of hunting 
stands – ground blinds and elevated 
blinds, or trees stands. There are many 
variations of both, each with advan-
tages and disadvantages. Let’s talk 
about a few. 

Ground-level blinds 
When I started hunting deer decades 

ago, many hunters simply found a tree 
stump in an area they wanted to 
watch, and sat on it like a stool. The 
more knowledgeable hunters took 
things into consideration like wind di-
rection, light conditions at different 
times of day, known deer travel paths, 
etc. Quite frankly, lots of folks just sat 
on a stump, and whether or not a deer 
came by them was largely a matter of 
luck. This type of hunting was so pop-
ular at one time that at least one com-
pany sold a flat cushion to sit on that 
could be clipped to a hunter’s belt, to 

make things more comfortable.  
Another variation of this type of 

hunting was to scrape the leaves away 
from the base of a tree and sit on the 
ground leaning back against the tree. 
Much like stump sitting, some hunters 
did their homework and had a better 
understanding of why they might 
want to sit against a particular tree, 
while others simply found a comfort-
able tree overlooking what they 
thought looked like a good spot, and 
rolled the dice. 

The next step up in ground blinds is 
finding a fallen tree or brush pile, or 
moving one into the desired spot, to 
provide some natural cover. This type 
of set-up can sometimes be used as is, 
but is often modified to make an even 
better ambush site.  

A hunter can trim or remove brush 
from the interior of the blind to make 
it easier and quieter to move around. 
Brush can be added to the outside for 
more concealment. Limbs or logs can 
be moved to create a shooting rest, as-
sisting the hunter in making a more 
accurate shot. A rock formation is 
sometimes the centerpiece for this 
type of blind. 

see HUNTING STANDS page 19 

Taking a stand: Choose the right platform for your kind of hunt
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A commercial ground blind with multiple windows that can be opened 
or closed, as well as “shoot through” mesh for archery hunting.


