
Today, there are more choices in decking materials than ever be-
fore, including high-performance composites, which are increasingly 
replacing wood in backyards across the country.

KEY BENEFITS OF COMPOSITE DECKING?
Unlike wood, high-performance composite decking resists fad-

ing, scratching and mold - and won’t rot, warp, crack or splinter. 
Wood decking does not age gracefully, even with regular maintenance 
- including washing, staining and sealing that can take several days 
and a considerable number of materials and tools. Composites require 
minimal upkeep. You never need to worry about painful splinters or 
the laborious sanding, staining or painting - just an occasional soap-
and-water cleaning.

DOES COMPOSITE DECKING LOOK NATURAL?
oday’s offerin s fea ure i defini ion wood rain a erns 

that are nearly indistinguishable from real wood textures. Addition-
ally, composite decking comes in a wider variety of color options to 
complement the exterior of any home. Ranging from rich browns and 
warm umbers to spicy reds and pristine grays, composites are more 
natural than ever before and boast a vibrancy that remains unchanged 
without having to stain and re-stain year after year.

HOW DO COMPOSITE COSTS COMPARE WITH WOOD?
Initially, composite decking costs more, board for board, than 

pressure-treated lumber. But rather than deteriorating over time, 
composite decking delivers more long-term value due to its minimal 
maintenance requirements. When you consider the cumulative costs 
of power washing, sanding, staining and painting a wood deck every 
season, composite decking proves a much better value over time. 

 High-performance composite decking stands up to decades of 
weather and day-to-day usage without the burdensome sanding and 
staining required to maintain wood decks.

COMPOSITE MATERIALS ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY? 
Wood might be a natural material, but the chemical coatings used 

to protect the wood from rot and mold are not. Composite decking, 
on the other hand, uses few chemicals in its manufacturing and the 
upkeep is simple - just soap and water. Additionally, it is made from 

 ercen  recycled ma erials  includin  las ic film recycled from a 
variety of items, such as grocery bags and newspaper sleeves. 

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN “CAPPED” AND “UNCAPPED” ?
Early generations of composite decking were “uncapped,” leav-

ing them vulnerable to staining, fading, mold and mildew. The lead-
ing composite products available today are “capped” with a protec-
tive outer layer that is bonded to the core during the manufacturing 
process. This “shell” contains UV inhibitors and other ingredients to 
ensure the deck boards retain their aesthetics and durability. In ad-
dition to resisting fading, staining and mold, they won’t rot crack or 
splinter like wood and require minimal maintenance.

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER 
 WHEN PLANNING   

NEW DECK PROJECT

LUMBER & PLYWOOD
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• rywall upplies
• Insulation 
• Electrical upplies
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