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   Sycamore's parks committee was scheduled to discuss
plans to build a new doctor's office Tuesday, Aug. 18, at 6 p.m.
   Wyandot Memorial Hospital has proposed building a 6,000
square foot facility west of the community swimming pool at
the intersection of Ohio 103 and Ohio 67.
   The parks committee will map out the area and look at the
property because the proposed location is part of Veterans
Memorial Park where two ball fields are located.
   Village solicitor Jim Gucker announced that he had been
talking to Wyandot Memorial Hospital representatives and
drafted an ordinance to proceed with the transaction. It is not
an agreement to the transaction, he clarified at council's virtual
meeting held Aug. 11.
   The transfer of real estate would be a donation of village park
land to the four townships that compose the joint hospital
district. The doctor's office would be located on about two
acres.

   The Village of Carey has been awarded the Round 34 grant
to start Phase II of the Spring Run culvert project.
   The estimated cost is approximately $425,000, and the
village was "awarded an amount not to exceed $228,336,"
according to village administrator Nathan Curtis.
   Because the Ohio Public Works Commission's grant is a
50/50 matching grant, the village will pay for its half of the
project cost from the storm sewer fund, Curtis said.
   Council unanimously voted to accept the grant and move
forward with the project when it met virtually July 20.
   Curtis is working with the engineer to start the bidding
process. "I expect that we will be able to get the bid out this
year, but I am not sure that the work will be able to start this
year," he said.
   Phase II will extend a 16' box culvert through  the Hometown
Market Place parking lot from Findlay Street to the through-
lane between the grocery store and the Carey Senior Depot.
The engineer's plans call for the demolition of existing storm
catch basins and culvert and removal of pavement. A new
culvert, catch basins, pavement and parking lot markings and
erosion control are proposed.

   Wyandot County's longest-serving sheriff, Mike Hetzel, has
turned in his letter of resignation.
   After working for the sheriff's office for 44 years with almost
34 of those as sheriff, Hetzel has decided "it's time to move
on."
   Hetzel gave the Wyandot County Commissioners his letter
of resignation July 20 and his final day in office will be July 30.
   "We want to thank Sheriff Hetzel for all of his years of service
and commend him for a long, distinguished career. Mike
started as a deputy in 1976 and became sheriff in 1986," said
Commissioner Bill Clinger.

   The Carey Board of Education has not decided if it will hold
classes in person or online when school resumes this year, but
the board is preparing for either option.
   The biggest order of business is deciding how to best help
students continue to learn, while keeping them safe in the
middle of the COVID-19 pandemic, it was noted.
Superintendent Mike Wank said opinions from parents
overwhelmingly show a desire to return to normal as much as
possible.
   One option proposed at the board's July 13 meeting is to
combine both in-person and online learning. 
   Two of the online learning platforms suggested were Plato
and Calvert Learning, which will allow students the opportunity
to complete their work from home. Teachers would also check
in with students regularly online to ensure they are making
progress.
   "No matter when students might use Plato or Calvert
Learning, or they're just using content provided by us, there
will be check-ins," Wank said. 

   Mohawk Superintendent Mark Burke outlined tentative back-
to-school plans for the coming school year when Mohawk's
board of education met virtually July 13.
   The plan offers two options: face-to-face instruction five days
per week or online coursework.
   The goal of the plan is to "try to give families a choice," Burke
said. "Our families will get to decide whether the plan works
for them."
   The superintendent has been working closely with schools
in the area to create the plan. "The plan is not going to make
everyone 100 percent happy," he stated. "This isn't going to be
a typical year."
   Stressing the uncertainty of the times, Burke said the coron-
avirus situation at the state, county and school level could
impact the plan. The school may have closures throughout the
year, he told the board. If a closure occurs, Mohawk will return
to using Google Classrooms and Zoom meetings as it did at
the end of the previous school year.
   If a student or staff member tests positive for coronavirus at
the school, communications will come from Wyandot County
Health Department.

   Wyandot County went from a yellow county to an orange
county last week, under the Ohio Public Health Advisory Alert
System, which assesses the spread of the coronavirus.
   Orange, or a Level 2 Public Emergency, signifies an
increased exposure and spread of the virus. Residents are
warned to exercise a high degree of caution.
   Up until July 16, the county had been classified as a Level 1
Public Emergency, meaning there is active exposure and
spread.
   With the exception of Marion County, also at a Level 2, the
counties surrounding Wyandot (Crawford, Seneca, Hancock
and Hardin) remain at yellow.
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   After four years as a teacher at Our Lady of Consolation
School, David Henley has moved into the position of school
principal.
   Henley was selected to follow Brian Gerber, who announced
his retirement due to  health issues at the end of the school
year.

Henley new principal
at OLC School

   Construction on the bulkhead for the W. South Street culvert
near West Street was supposed to start last week but will not
be happening.
   The village learned that "about 20 feet in on that pipe, it has
been compromised and started to collapse," Carey Village
Administrator Nathan Curtis reported when council met virtually
Aug. 3.
   The engineer now recommends cutting back about 24 feet
from the end of the culvert, building a sidewall and putting in
guardrail. "Again this is going to be a short-term solution,"
Curtis told council. 
   Curtis was waiting to hear from the engineer on the cost of
the proposed fix but expected it to be about the same as the
bulkhead. 
   "The bad news is," Curtis continued, is that more interior
inspections of the culvert's seams show that at 60 feet in the
seams are breaking away and leaving voids, which create the
sinkholes in the area.

Village gives up
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   Wyandot County has ranked as the third highest county in
Ohio for the occurrence of COVID-19 cases per 100,000
people.
   Governor Mike DeWine and the Ohio Department of Health
released the list last week, based on numbers from July 21-
Aug. 3. According to the data, Wyandot County's population of
22,107 and 34 new cases would be equivalent to 153.8 cases
per 100,000 residents.
   Mercer County topped the list of highest occurrence of
coronavirus cases, followed by Lucas County. Franklin County
was fourth and neighboring Hancock County was fifth.
   "Since mid-July, we have seen an increase in COVID-19
cases due to an outbreak at a Wyandot County healthcare
facility, as well as community spread," says Jeff Ritchey,
director of environmental health at Wyandot County Health
Department. "The outbreak alone, which accounted for 30
cases in a two-week period, was enough to push us into the
top 10 for highest rate of infection in the state, so unfortunately
we were not completely surprised by the report."

Wyandot County
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   Carey's new wastewater treatment plant is "up and running,"
according to village administrator Nathan Curtis.
   The switchover from the old plant to the new took place Aug.
3.
   The next step is to begin demolition of the old plant, Curtis
told village council, which met virtually Aug. 3.
   The new wastewater treatment plant carries an approxi-
mately $14.1 million price tag. The village had set aside $4.8
million in anticipation of the project and borrowed $10 million
to complete the plant's construction. Jones & Henry Engineers,
Toledo, designed the new wastewater facility and Peterson
Construction of Wapakoneta won the construction bid.
   The village broke ground on the project in July 2019 and
construction wrapped up months ahead of schedule.

New sewer plant
up and running

   Practices for fall sports began in most high schools across
Ohio Aug. 1 but scrim   mages in football, cross country, soccer
and field hockey have been suspended, at least temporarily,
by the Ohio High School Athletic Association.
   Bob Goldring, OHSAA interim executive director, said scrim-
mages for golf, tennis and volleyball can be held "… per their
normal OHSAA permissible dates and regulations." 
   Goldring noted, "… there remains the possibility that no
scrimmages will be permitted in the contact sports of football,
soccer and field hockey.  
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   Ohio Department of Transportation's Ohio Bridge
Partnership Program grant will fund the replacement of the
Toledo Street bridge in Carey.
   The grant will provide 100 percent of the cost up to
$446,600, Carey Village Administrator Nathan Curtis said when
council met virtually July 20.
   The bridge replacement is scheduled for completion in 2024.

ODOT will replace
Toledo Street bridge

Grant approved for
Spring Run project

Mike Hetzel resigns
as sheriff

Carey school gets
ready for new year

Mohawk prepares to
go back to school

Wyandot County
turns orange

August

Carey Fest 2020 was called off due to the coronavirus, but Festus, the festival mascot, was downtown Friday and
Saturday, to promise a return next year. Photo by Mike Lang.

Workers finished up Carey's new splash pad at
Memorial Park. The new feature opened Friday. That's
Spencer Shockey, the first to get wet. Photo by Lori
Musgrave.

Above, condition issues of the W. South Street culvert
in Carey have led to the removal of about 24 feet of
culvert and the installation of a sidewall. Photo by Lori
Musgrave.


